
Dear colleagues from the Childwatch Network: 
 
First my best wishes for happiness and success for each of you, your families and 
your institutions, as well as for the network as a whole, for the 2009 year.    
 
Secondly, I would like to take the start of the year to follow up on Irene’s 
communication related to World Congress III against Commercial Sexual Exploitation 
of Children and Adolescents, where I participated in my capacity as Executive 
Director of Paniamor which is an affiliated organization to the ECPAT International 
Network.  I would like to share with you all a brief summary of the activity and its 
outcomes, with my first impressions on some of the challenges identified as they 
relate to the work of our network.  This for your consideration and valuable feedback.   
 
As you know, the Congress was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, between November 
25th and 28, 2008.  It was organized by the Government of Brazil, ECPAT 
International, UNICEF and the NGO Group for the follow-up to the CRC.  It was 
inaugurated by President Luis Inácio Lula Da Silva, from Brazil, with the presence of 
Queen Silvia from Sweden who was very active all along the development of the 
Congress agenda.  One hundred and seventy countries were represented at the 
event.   
 
The Declaration resulting from the Congress sets the framework for the 
implementation of a 4-year Global Plan of Action, with achievements and lessons 
learned to be reported and evaluated at the next World congress, to be held five 
years from Rio. The document departs from recognizing significant advances made 
since Yokohama 2001, as follows: 
 
 The coming into effect of the Optional Protocol to the CRC related to the Sale 

of Children, Child Prostitution and the use of Children in Pornography. 
 
 An increasing number of States subscribing significant related International 

Instruments such as ILO Convention No. 182, the Palermo Convention and its 
two protocols on human trafficking and the smuggling of migrants. 

 
 The development and implementation of new legislation, national plans of 

action by various Governments representing all continents of the world. 
 
 The involvement of new stakeholders in the fight against CSEC, with a 

special recognition to the tourism industry increasing adherence to the Code 
of Conduct to protect children from sexual exploitation linked to travel and 
tourism.  

 
 More commitment and cooperation between UN agencies. 

 
Then the document goes into acknowledging a set of pending challenges and 
outlines commitments for the implementation of actions intended to address same.  
In my opinion, three of the main challenges covered there are directly related to the 
mission of Childwatch.  These are,… 
 

- Knowledge gaps that affect the capacity to effectively address some 
expressions of SCEC.  A special concern was raised here on the relation 
between new technologies and new expressions of SCEC 

 
- Lack of reliable, disaggregated data both on the prevalence and modalities 

of CSEC, and on the impact of related legislation and programs.  A concrete 



issue here refers to the need to develop indicators to measure effectiveness 
of policies and programs.  

 
- Limited sharing of experiences/good practices and documentation of 

qualitative knowledge.   Here the following specific issues were pointed out 
as shared priorities: 

 
   

o Frequent legal loopholes that inhibit some countries to adequately 
pursue or penalize certain forms of SCEC.  

o Limited knowledge and good practices in addressing the “demand” 
sector and aiming to reduce and eradicate same. 

o Weak institutional capacity to guarantee the meaningful participation 
of children and adolescents in the drafting, implementation and 
evaluation of related legislation and policies. 

 
 
 
Well dear friends, I hope this very informal report on the outcomes of World 
Congress III may result in a first input for the Network to reflect on possibilities to 
contribute to respond to one or more of the challenges outlined.  Here I would like to 
mention that I was elected as representative of the Latin American Region to the 
Board of Directors of ECPAT International where I will be serving for the next two 
years.  In this capacity I am at the best disposition of the CWN to explore for 
opportunities of collaboration with ECPAT in the design and implementation of joint 
lines of action addressing the issues highlighted above or other that could be of 
interest to the network as a whole or to one or more of its key institutions. 
 
Again, warm regards, 
 
Milena Grillo R. 
Executive Director 
FUNDACION PANIAMOR 
COSTA RICA 
 


