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News Updates and Publications 

 

UN - General Assembly’s third committee begins consideration of rights of child 

On 17 October 2012, the United Nations General Assembly’s Third Committee (Social, 

Humanitarian and Cultural Affairs) began its annual consideration of the Protection and Promotion 

of the Rights of Children, including issues of children and armed conflict. The process started with 

an interactive dialogue involving Ms. Leila Zerrougui, Special Representative of the Secretary-

General for Children and Armed Conflict, Mr. Anthony Lake, UNICEF Executive Director and Ms. 

Marta Santo Pais, Special Representative on Violence against Children and Mr. Jean Zermatten, 

Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. In her remarks, Ms. Zerrougui focused on three 

themes highlighted in her 2012 annual report to the General Assembly. First, she stressed the need 

for States, with the support of the United Nations, to prevent the recruitment and use of children 

through the enactment and enforcement of the rule of law. Second, she called attention to the 

effects of explosive weapons and urged States to reduce their impacts on children. Third, she 

detailed the important role of collaboration with other UN agencies and regional organizations in 

her Office’s work and expressed her intention to further extend collaboration with regional 

organizations. 

For more information (UN)   

 

UN - General Assembly elects 18 countries to serve on UN Human Rights Council 

12 November 2012 - The General Assembly today elected 18 States to serve on the Human Rights 

Council, the United Nations key forum for tackling entrenched human rights concerns around the 

world. Those elected were Argentina, Brazil, Côte d’Ivoire, Estonia, Ethiopia, Gabon, Germany, 

Ireland, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Montenegro, Pakistan, the Republic of Korea, Sierra Leone, the 

United Arab Emirates, the United States and Venezuela.  All would serve three-year terms beginning 

on 1 January 2013.  These States are the first round of Council members whose terms of office 

would begin on 1 January, and not in June. Of those elected, Côte d’Ivoire, Estonia, Ethiopia, 

Ireland, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Montenegro, Sierra Leone, the United Arab Emirates and Venezuela 

will be sitting on the Geneva-based panel for the first time. 

Full article (United Nations) 

http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/statements/general-assembly-statement/
http://watchlist.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/SG-Annual-Report-2012.pdf
http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-releases/11Oct00/
http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2012/ga11310.doc.htm


 
The international conference on violence against children in juvenile justice systems 

The international conference on violence against children in juvenile justice systems was held in 

Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan on 21 September 2012, under the auspices of the Government of the Kyrgyz 

Republic. This meeting organised by Penal Reform International (PRI) and the United Nations 

Children's Fund (UNICEF) aimed at presenting and discussing the initial findings from both the 

UNICEF and PRI research on violence against children in juvenile justice systems in the following 

countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Georgia, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, 

Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, Tanzania, Uganda and Ukraine. It produced a set of targeted 

recommendations for Governments and civil society at national level, and for relevant regional and 

international mechanisms, to turn research into action. The report of the Conference has just been 

released. 

The report (IPJJ)  

 

Formation des forces de sécurité aux droits de l'enfant: Atelier de réflexion sur l'intégration 

des compétences-clefs adaptées aux droits de l'enfant dans la formation et la pratique des 

policiers et des gendarmes en Afrique, au Moyen-Orient et en Haïti 

Du 5 au 7 novembre 2012 une rencontre internationale accueillant plus de 80 représentants des 

écoles de formation de police et de gendarmerie de 23 pays d’Afrique, du Moyen-Orient et d’Haïti, a 

été organisée à Lomé (Togo), afin de garantir une meilleure protection de l’enfant grâce à des 

formations adaptées destinées aux forces de l’ordre. Organisée en collaboration avec le Ministère 

Togolais de la Sécurité et de la Protection Civile et avec l’appui  de l’UNICEF, l’Organisation 

internationale de la Francophonie et le Bureau international des droits des enfants, cette rencontre 

permettra de faire le point sur les avancées en matière d’intégration des compétences clés que tout 

agent des forces de sécurité devrait maîtriser afin de respecter et de faire respecter les droits de 

l’enfant. Cet atelier international unique en son genre vise aussi à faire connaître le travail entamé par 

plusieurs écoles de formation des forces de police et de gendarmerie en Afrique de l’Ouest et du 

Centre notamment le Togo, la Guinée, le Niger, la Côte d’Ivoire, le Sénégal et le Cameroun. 

Communiqué de presse  

http://www.ipjj.org/fileadmin/data/documents/summaries_meetings_side-events/PRI-UNICEF_BishkekConferenceViolenceAgainstChildrenJusticeSystems_2012_EN.pdf
http://www.ipjj.org/fileadmin/data/documents/summaries_meetings_side-events/PRI-UNICEF_BishkekConferenceViolenceAgainstChildrenJusticeSystems_2012_EN.pdf
http://65.39.174.116/editor/assets/Communiqu%C3%83%C2%A9%20de%20presse_Unicef_IBCR_Lome_revu%20CJ%2001%2011%202012.pdf


 
 

Project rescues child soldiers  

10 November 2012 – Cassandra Basnett, 25, is in charge of the Freedom Project, which deals with 

rescuing child soldiers in war zones and saves little girls from being exploited through sex 

trafficking. In Congo, the number of children forced to be soldiers is skyrocketing. Every boy in the 

village is a target. Basnett says the The Freedom Project basically consists of demobilizing child 

soldiers and sponsoring them for education, food and counselling. "We move them to Goma, a safe 

city where we're based and where they are free from the threat of reabduction." The 

justice/response segment is what Basnett and her team are doing to reach the dozens of girls who 

are currently selling their bodies for food or because of cultural peer pressure.  

Full article (Star Phoenix) 

 

Accountability – holding armed groups to their word 

12 November 2012 – The Geneva Call NGO is using a database collating current and past armed 

groups’ attitudes towards international humanitarian law (IHL) and human rights law (HRL) to 

potentially hold them accountable. It is comprised of humanitarian commitments made by armed 

non-State actors (ANSAs). It contains 400 documents from armed groups stretching from Senegal’s 

Mouvement des Forces Démocratiques de la Casamance through to Papua New Guinea’s 

Bougainville Revolutionary Army. The database also lists armed groups’ commitments in terms of 

the protection of civilians and children. 

Full article (IRIN News) 
 

Universal Children’s Day, Tuesday 20 November 2012 – No room for complacency to 

prevent crimes against children 

20 November 2012 – On the Universal Children’s Day, five top United Nations child rights experts 

urged world government to improve measures that protect children from violence and crimes, bring 

those responsible for child sexual exploitation and recruitment in armed conflict to justice, and 

implement the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Special Representative of the UN 

Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, Leila Zerrougui, emphasized the urgency for 44 

remaining states to ratify the protocol on child soldiers. Susan Bissell, UNICEF’s Chief of Child 

Protection, says the legal instruments are critical to efforts made for protecting all children and they 

must be integrated into national legal frameworks.  

Full article (OHCHR) 
 

http://www.thestarphoenix.com/news/Project+rescues+child+soldiers/7529401/story.html
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96759/SECURITY-Accountability-holding-armed-groups-to-their-word
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12811&LangID=E


 
 
 

La lutte contre l’utilisation des enfants soldats reléguée au second plan 

La Loi sur la prévention de l’utilisation des enfants soldats (Child Soldier Prevention Act, CSPA) est 

un bon exemple de législation bipartite en matière de droits de l’homme. Parrainée par des sénateurs 

démocrates et républicains et promulguée en 2008 par le président républicain George Bush, la loi 

est entrée en vigueur sous la présidence démocrate de Barack Obama. Malgré ce consensus politique 

toutefois, les États-Unis répugnent à appliquer strictement la loi et invoquent, pour se défendre, les 

intérêts sécuritaires nationaux.   

Article complet (Irin) 

Reimagining Child Soldiers in International Law, Mark Drumbl 

23 November 2012 -- The child soldiers we imagine are inevitably always young, male and African, 

walking through the bush barely able to carry their AK-47s. They have a vacant look in their eyes - 

plied with drugs or alcohol - and appear as passive, blameless victims. In Mark Drumbl's book 

Reimagining Child Soldiers in International Law and Policy, the author warns us against settling on 

this faultless, passive image in the interests of the children involved in conflict and the societies 

around them. Drumbl starts by debunking the typical imagining of the child soldier by deploying 

some startling statistics. First, the majority are not as young as is commonly portrayed - most are 

adolescent teenagers between the ages of 15 and 17. Second, a figure which feeds into wider gender 

arguments about women in war, he explains that 40% of child soldiers are girls. Thirdly, it is 

explained that only 40% of child soldiers are in Africa - the rest can be found on other continents 

including North America and Europe where, for example, under-18s can legally join the British 

Armed Forces.  

Full article (AllAfrica) 

New website - New International Committee of the Red Cross website reunites dispersed 

families 

To help members of dispersed families restore contact with each other, the International Committee 

of the Red Cross (ICRC) is launching a new website – familylinks.icrc.org – on 13 November. 

"Familylinks.icrc.org will change the way people go about getting back in touch with family 

members they've become separated from," said Olivier Dubois, deputy head of the Central Tracing 

Agency and Protection Division of the ICRC. "Staying in touch with other members of one's family 

has a huge effect on a person's well-being and their ability to cope with a crisis. We have developed 

this simple, user-friendly website together with national Red Cross and Red Crescent societies for 

people who want to restore contact with relatives during or after a crisis," he explained.  

Full article (ICRC) 

Website 

 

http://www.irinnews.org/fr/Report/96721/Analyse-La-lutte-contre-l-utilisation-des-enfants-soldats-reléguée-au-second-plan
http://allafrica.com/stories/201211231802.html
http://www.icrc.org/eng/resources/documents/news-release/2012/12-11-rfl-website.htm
http://familylinks.icrc.org/en/Pages/home.aspx


 
 

Vers une nouvelle aide internationale 

24 Novembre 2012 – L’Agence canadienne de développement international (ACDI) est en train de 

transformer sa philosophie en ce qui concerne le stimulus de croissance économique dans les pays 

en développement. Le ministre Julian Fantino souligne l’importance d’établir des liens entre 

entreprises canadiennes et les marchés connaissant la croissance la plus rapide au monde. Il s’agit ici 

de faire en sorte que développement économique soit à plus long terme, afin que les pays visés 

puissent stabiliser leur gouvernance, développer des cadres juridiques et réglementaires légitimes et à 

l’abri de l’arbitraire et de la corruption. Ainsi l’aide internationale sera elle aussi au service des 

intérêts économiques au Canada, faisant l’ACDI collaborer davantage avec le secteur privé. C’est 

ainsi que le Canada continuera à financer les programmes de formation pour les femmes en Afrique, 

ou les cours de développement des affaires pour permettre aux jeunes entrepreneurs du Vietnam de 

faire rayonner leurs entreprises et ainsi faire vivre leurs communautés. Mais c’est la logique qui sous-

tend cette aide qui se voit ainsi transformée. 

Full article (Radio Canada) 

 

Five new countries endorse the Paris commitments to end the use of children in conflict 

3 December 2012 -- Today, Bolivia, Comoros, Guinea Bissau, Kuwait and Yemen endorsed the 

‘Paris Commitments’ to end the recruitment and use of children by armed forces and groups, 

bringing the list of endorsers to 105 Member States. The announcement was made at the United 

Nations Headquarters, during the 5th anniversary Ministerial Follow-up Forum to the Paris 

Commitments and Paris Principles, organized by the Government of France, UNICEF and the 

Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, in collaboration 

with the Paris Principles Steering Group. Despite growing international efforts to reduce the 

number of children involved in hostilities, tens of thousands of children are still involved in violent 

conflicts around the world. Girls and boys are used as combatants, suicide bombers, human shields, 

porters, sex slaves and more.  

Full article (UN Office of the SRSG for Children and Armed Conflict, UN Children’s Fund) 

 

U.N. - No room for complacency to prevent and prohibit crimes against children 

Five top United Nations child rights experts today urged world Governments to adopt more active 

measures to protect children from all forms of violence, prevent the perpetration of crimes against 

children and to bring to justice those responsible for child sexual exploitation and for the 

recruitment and use of children in armed conflict. On Universal Children's Day, the UN experts 

highlighted the urgency of achieving universal ratification and effective implementation of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child and its three optional protocols.  

Full article (United Nations Regional Information Centre) 

http://blogues.radio-canada.ca/politique/2012/11/24/vers-une-nouvelle-aide-internationale/
http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-releases/five-new-countries-endorse-the-paris-commitments-to-end-the-use-of-children-in-conflict/
http://www.unric.org/en/latest-un-buzz/28041-no-room-for-complacency-to-prevent-and-prohibit-crimes-against-children


 
 

 

Conferences and events 
 

Invitation for the 5th anniversary Ministerial follow-up Forum to the Paris Commitments 

and Paris Principles on Children Associated with Armed Forces or Armed Groups on 

Monday December 3rd, 2012 

The meeting will be an opportunity to:  

- Reflect on the vast progress made within the last 5 years vis-à-vis the implementation of the ‘Paris 

Principles’ launched at the International Conference ‘Free Children from War’ (Paris, February 

2007)  

- Exchange information between affected countries, donors, UN agencies, NGOs and civil society 

on the lessons learned and next steps, with a special emphasis on prevention of child recruitment 

and use; with linkages to monitoring, response and advocacy  

- Draw attention to the need for additional resources for successful prevention, release and 

reintegration programmes, and monitoring and reporting on compliance by parties to armed conflict  

- Review and encourage endorsements by Member States of the ‘Paris Commitments’ in order to 

contribute to the protection of children from recruitment or use. Total endorsements stand at 100 

Member States, which represent more than half the members of the UN General Assembly. The 5th 

anniversary Forum aims to attract increased attention of Member States who may commit to new or 

renewed efforts and/or resources for successful prevention of child recruitment and reintegration 

programmes.  

Date : Monday, 3 December 2012 at 3.00 p.m. 

Location : Conference Room 4, North Lawn Building, UN Headquarters, New York 

 

Invitation – meeting on the 12th Secretary-General’s Annual Report on Children and Armed 

Conflict on Wednesday December 5th, 2012 

The meeting will be held on Wednesday 5 December from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m (venue to be 

confirmed). During this meeting the outline and production time line of the upcoming Annual 

Report (reporting period: January 2012 – December 2012) will be discussed. Your participation in 

this meeting is very much appreciated. Please confirm your attendance to Roxana Garcia 

(garcia19@un.org). For questions on the process or contents of the Annual Report, please contact 

Laurent Dutordoir (dutordoir@un.org). 

 

mailto:garcia19@un.org
mailto:dutordoir@un.org


 

Conférences - La Semaine de la solidarité internationale 

La Semaine de la solidarité internationale c’est dès maintenant  un peu partout en France, et 

forcément près de chez vous ! En effet, du 17 au 25 novembre, pas moins de 7000 animations 

seront organisées dans plus de 500 villes et communes constituant  ainsi un événement 

incontournable de sensibilisation à la solidarité internationale. 

Pour cette 15e édition, 7 droits parmi les « droits à l’essentiel » seront mis à l’honneur. Universels, 

inaliénables et indivisibles, ces droits subissent des atteintes importantes ici et là-bas : alimentation, 

accès aux soins de qualité, accès à l’eau et à l’assainissement, à l’éducation, droits civils et politiques, 

droit à un travail décent, ainsi que droit des migrants.  

Pour plus d’information (Coordination Sud) 

 

Courses and Training Sessions 
 

Courses - Human Rights Education Associates (HREA) offers several new courses in early 

2013 

HREA offers several new courses in early 2013 for those interested to advance their knowledge and 

skills to advocate for children's rights: 

Children in War and Armed Conflicts (30 January-12 March 2012) - This e-learning course 

examines the effect of armed conflict on children in the 21st century. It looks at the various ways in 

which children are involved in conflicts and the substantial impact that they can have on children's 

mental and physical well-being. This instructor-led course involves approximately 40 hours of 

reading, on-line working groups, interaction with students and instructors, webinars, quizzes and 

written assignment, and is offered over an 6-week period. 

Children's Rights (Foundation Course) (30 January-12 March 2012) - In this e-learning course 

participants will deepen their knowledge about the origins of children's rights and the rationale 

behind them, with particular attention to issues of universal and local application.  

Child Rights Programming (6 February-23 April 2013) - This e-learning course introduces staff 

members of (international) development agencies and NGOs to child rights programming. This 

instructor-led course involves approximately 60 hours of reading, on-line working groups, 

interaction with students and instructor, webinars and assignments, and is offered over an 11-week 

period. 

Rights of the Child - This rapid e-course gives an overview of the institutions and mechanisms that 

serve to protect, fulfil and promote the rights of children. This self-paced and self-directed course 

combines text with rich multimedia, including videos and podcasts and takes about three to five 

hours to complete. Knowledge checks reinforce the information learned. Assignments engage you to 

solve specific problems and point you to useful resources. 

For more information (HREA) 

http://www.coordinationsud.org/actualite/semaine-de-la-solidarite-internationale-2012/
http://www.hrea.org/courses


 
 

Vacancies 
 

Bureau International des droits des enfants – Chef d’équipe, programme de formation des 

policiers et des gendarmes 

Le Bureau international des droits des enfants (IBCR) est à la recherche d’un Chef d’équipe pour 

orienter et appuyer les chargés de projets du programme sur la formation des policiers et des 

gendarmes sur les droits de l’enfant.  Par ailleurs, cette personne pourra être sollicitée pour assurer la 

mise en  œuvre du projet au même titre qu’un chargé de projet. Les candidat(e)s intéressé(e)s sont 

prié(e)s de faire parvenir leur dossier le plus tôt possible et au plus tard le 10 décembre 2012. Des 

candidatures soumises après cette date pourraient être considérées. Par ailleurs, seul(e)s les 

candidat(e)s retenu(e)s pour une entrevue seront contacté(e)s. Les entrevues sont prévues en 

décembre et en janvier. Il est attendu que le ou la candidate choisi sera en mesure d’entrer en 

fonction en janvier 2013. 

Plus d’information (IBCR) 

 

International Medical Corps – Early Childhood Development Consultant 

International Medical Corps is a global, humanitarian, nonprofit organization dedicated to saving 

lives and relieving suffering through health care training, relief and development programs in 

underserved communities worldwide, its South Sudan branch was established in 1994. The 

humanitarian response to the refugee crisis that has started since 2012 has been strong in the 

provision of basic services (Health, Nutrition, WASH etc.), given the challenging conditions. 

International Medical Corps implements a community based management of acute malnutrition 

(CMAM) project targeting refugees in Gendressa camp in Maban County. Within the project 

implementation, International Medical Corps noted significant unmet nutritional needs affecting 

vulnerable groups, i.e. children under years and pregnant and lactating women (PLW) within the 

host community. Presently, International Medical is rolling out a community-based preventive 

nutrition using care group (CG) approach with a component of early childhood development (ECD) 

care services in the host community.  

Location : Maban County, South Sudan 

Closing date : 10 December 2012 

More details 

http://www.ibcr.org/editor/assets/Chef__%C3%A9quipe_IBCR_2012_final.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/job/540997/early-childhood-development-consultant-maban-county-south-sudan


 

 

Vacancy - Africa and Middle East refugee assistant: Refugee status determination (RSD) 

internship 

The Legal Advisor Internship is a position of 7.5 months’ duration. Legal Advisors are assigned to 

work in the Refugee Status Determination (RSD) Team and are responsible for representing 

individual RSD cases before the UNHCR in Cairo at the first instance, appeal and reopening stages. 

Legal Advisors manage their own caseload of clients, interviewing, taking statements, writing legal 

arguments and accompanying clients to interviews at UNHCR. Legal Advisors are expected to work 

full-time (35 hours per week) and to be present in AMERA offices from 10am to 5pm.Selected 

interns will be expected to begin on 13th January 2013 in order to participate in a two-week 

intensive training programme. 

Place: Cairo 

Deadline for application: 05 December 2012 

For more information (Reliefweb) 

International Rescue Committee – Education Coordinator, Inclusion Specialist 

The International Rescue Committee (IRC) responds to the world’s worst humanitarian crises and 

helps people to survive and rebuild their lives. It has a long-term regional operation based in 

Baghdad, Iraq, where an Inclusion / Gender Specialist is needed for technical support regarding 

inclusive, gender-sensitive, and protective education to a USAID - funded multi-year Education 

Sector Strengthening Project (ESSP) for Iraq. The project, Ajyal, is intended to improve the 

functions and service delivery of the Iraq education system through better governance and resource 

management approaches. The project will last for five years and will implement three key 

components: 1). In-service training to primary school teachers and administrators 2). Improved 

primary school management; 3). Curriculum and pedagogy reform for primary education. This 

position will ensure that those children who are often excluded from main stream education (e.g. 

girls, disabled, IDPs) are more equitably and adequately included therein.  

Location : Baghdad, Iraq 

Closing date : 14 January 2013 

More details 

http://reliefweb.int/job/535408/refugee-status-determination-rsd-internship
http://reliefweb.int/job/537219/education-coordinator-inclusion-specialist


 
 

 
Regional News Updates 
 

Afghanistan: Children describe village massacre 

11 November 2012 – The stories recounted by the villagers have been harrowing. They described 

torched bodies, a son finding his wounded father, and boys cowering behind a curtain while others 

screamed, "We are children! We are children!". One Army Criminal Investigations Command special 

agent testified that several months after the massacre, she took a statement from a woman whose 

husband had been killed. The woman reported that there were two soldiers in her room —one took 

her husband out of the room and shot him, while the other held her back when she tried to follow. 

The Afghan witnesses recounted the villagers who lived in the attacked compounds and listed the 

names of those killed. The bodies were buried quickly under Islamic custom, and no forensic 

evidence was available to prove the number of victims. Sadiquallah, a slight boy of about 13 or 14 

whose head rose just above his chair at the witness table, described being awakened by a neighbour 

screaming that an American had "killed our men." He said he and another boy, Zardana's brother 

Rafiullah, ran to hide in a storage room and ducked behind a curtain. A bullet grazed his head and 

fractured his skull. Sadiquallah said the shooter had a gun and a light, but he could not identify the 

man. 

Full article (CBC News) 

 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): Mass arbitrary execution of civilians, including 

dozens of children, in Southern Masisi, Eastern DRC – UN Report 

14 November 2012 – A UN investigation into the human rights situation in southern Masisi in the 

North Kivu province of the Democratic Republic of the Congo has revealed that at least 264 

civilians, including 83 children, were arbitrarily executed by armed groups in more than 75 attacks on 

villages between April and September this year. The report published on Wednesday details the 

result of six investigative missions and more than 160 interviews with victims and witnesses by the 

UN Joint Human Rights Office in the DRC (UNJHRO)*. Investigators found that the victims were 

often those least able to flee the attacks, largely children and the elderly. Due to security constraints, 

the investigators were not in a position to confirm many more human rights violations that were 

reported to them, meaning the actual number of victims could be considerably higher. The figures 

noted in the report reflect cases documented in only some parts of Masisi over a relatively limited 

period of time and are thus far from presenting a comprehensive overview of the human rights 

situation throughout Eastern DRC.  

Full article (OHCHR) 

 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/story/2012/11/11/afghan-killing-soldier-hearing.html
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12788&LangID=E


 

DRC:  World Vision warns of risk of increased child soldier recruitment in DRC with 

violence escalating 

20 November 2012 – Goma’s child population is of 200,000, and with erupting violence in eastern 

DRC, they are all at risk of being forcibly recruited into armed groups. Displaced families having to 

move out of Goma into surrounding camps end up separating from their children in the midst of 

confusion and disorganization from the camps. There are reports of groups arming people around 

Goma, by passing guns and ammunition to civilians, including children aged 16-18.  The 

Government of DRC and regional leaders are entitled to enforce international humanitarian law and 

international criminal law, starting by reactivating the African Union-UN Special Envoy for the 

Great Lakes region. The UN Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict should equally 

engage with all actors to ensure the crisis is averted. The increased violence is making it more and 

more difficult for humanitarian organizations to intervene. World Vision has had to suspend major, 

life-saving programmes in some areas of eastern DRC. 

Full article (World Vision) 

 

DRC: Child soldiers on front line of Congo conflict 

22 November 2012 -- A resurgence of violence in Congo reached a pinnacle this week as M23 rebel 

fighters seized Goma and a nearby international airport, increasing widespread concerns amongst 

humanitarian organizations that some of those fighting on the front lines are child soldiers. 

The rebel force — originating from soldiers who defected from a Congolese militia seven months 

ago — has stretched its influence across the North Kivu province bordering Rwanda, on Tuesday 

capturing the provincial capital, which is home to one million people. The U.S.-based Human Rights 

Watch has accused the M23 of using child soldiers, defined by the UN as anyone conscripted under 

age 18.  

Full article (CBC News) 

 

DRC: Children affected by widespread violence in the eastern DRC 

21 November 2012 – The United Nations Special Representative of the Secretary General for 

Children and Armed Conflict, Ms. Leila Zerrougui, is deeply concerned about the situation of 

children in the ongoing conflict in eastern Congo. The armed group M23 is advancing into Goma 

and sake and subsequently propagating serious violations committed against children. Sixteen 

children, including a two-year old child have been injured over the past four days during clashes 

between the M23 and security forces. Additionally, under the wake of the conflict, children are living 

in constant fear of recruitment or re-recruitment. Since the creation of the M23, the United Nations 

have documented 44 children recruited into the armed group’s ranks as combatants and as porters, 

escorts and for sexual purposes. The Special Representative also welcomes the Security Council’s 

http://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/recruitment-child-soldiers-drc-likely-increase-violence-mounts
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/story/2012/11/21/congo-child-soldiers-goma-rwanda.html


 
decision last week to impose targeted measures against the leader of the M23 Sultani Makenga, 

including for the use of child soldiers. 

Full article (United Nations)  

 

DRC: Lost Childhoods – The Continuing Conflict in the Kivu Provinces 

23 November 2012 - With the capture of the provincial capital of Goma and a fresh outbreak of 

violence, the situation for the population in the eastern provinces of the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, particularly children, has dramatically worsened. Throughout this long-running conflict, 

children have been victims of gross human rights violations, including killings, rapes and serious 

abuse. The report cites instances of torture, sexual abuse, raids on schools, abduction and 

recruitment, concluding that children are victims of all six serious violations of children's rights, as 

defined by the United Nations in 2005. In addition, the resurgence of the conflict and the 

overthrowing of Goma have caused another massive displacement of civilians. Already vulnerable 

children may now become separated from their families and be left with no access to humanitarian 

assistance. We make an urgent appeal to all warring parties to stop the violence and to keep children 

safe from the conflict. War Child also calls on the United Nations to ensure that its peacekeeping 

force, MONUSCO, effectively protects the population. 

Full article (War Child) 
 

DRC: War Child statement on Child Protection concerns amid recent violence in eastern 

D.R. Congo 

23 November 2012 -- International Children’s Day - the situation for children in the Kivu’s of the 

Democratic Republic of Congo became progressively grave. The UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs stated in their latest situation report that, “the continuing instability across the 

province is leading to a steady rise in violations against civilians”. There are now more than two 

dozen armed groups active in the North and South Kivu provinces and the UN Special 

Representative for Children and Armed Conflict yesterday stated that children were being 

“deliberately targeted”. In the months leading up to the current emergency, War Child warned of the 

escalating crisis through our Child Protection Alert released in September.  

Full article (War Child International) 

 

DRC: International Criminal Court will investigate crimes committed by M23 and others 

29 November 2012 – The International Criminal Court (ICC) Chief Prosecutor Fatoua Bensouda 

announced that her office is investigating crimes perpetrated by leaders and members of M23, as 

well as other actors in the region taking advantage of the chaotic situation. The latter persecution is 

dire for the international community to brokering peace in the crisis-stricken region. The UN High 

Commissioner on Human Rights has revealed that the M23 violated human rights against civilians 

http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-releases/children-affected-by-widespread-violence-in-the-eastern-drc/
http://www.scribd.com/doc/114213529/DRC-Lost-Childhoods-The-Continuing-Conflict-in-the-Kivu-Provinces
http://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/child-protection-alert-eastern-congo
http://www.warchild.org.uk/news/war-child-statement-child-protection-concerns-amid-recent-violence-eastern-dr-congo


 
that are fleeing combat zones. The leader of the M23 has still not been arrested and surrendered to 

the Court. He was first charged with war crimes in 2006, in an indictment focusing on his role in the 

recruitment of child soldiers during his tenure at the head of the Union of Congolese Patriots, the 

Ituri based armed group.. 

Full article (Enough Project) 

 

Ethiopia: Children speak out on key issues at the third Pan African Forum on Children, held 

in Addis Ababa 

27 November 2012 – The message was clear for those attending: despite improvements in their 

welfare, a lot still needs to be done to enhance the lives of millions of children facing daunting 

challenges across Africa. At the forum, held 19–20 November in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, the 

children delivered a joint statement to high-level representatives from more than 15 African 

governments, the African Union Commission, United Nations agencies, other international 

organizations, civil society organizations and experts in the fields of child rights and welfare. 

Full article (UN Children’s Fund) 

 

Iraq - Tens of thousands of Syrian child refugees out of school, warns Save the Children 

9 November 2012 - Tens of thousands of children escaping the conflict in Syria to neighbouring 

countries are out of school, a crisis expected to deepen as rising numbers of refugees continue 

fleeing the country. More than 40,000 Syrian refugee children are currently unable to go to school in 

Lebanon and Iraq alone, warns Save the Children. But the real number of children affected is 

believed to be much larger since this figure does not include refugees that are not registered. There 

are currently some 350,000 Syrian refugees in neighbouring countries, a figure expected to surpass 

700,000 by the end of the year, more than half of them children.  

Full article (Save the Children) 

Iraq - Iraq bombings kill 17 on eve of Muharram and Ashura 

14 November 2012 - At least 17 people have been killed and dozens wounded in bombings across 

Iraq, on the eve of the Islamic new year and the holy month of Muharram. Six car bombs and 

roadside devices exploded in the capital, Baghdad, and four other cities. In the town of Hilla, south 

of Baghdad, a vehicle packed with explosives blew up near a girls' secondary school and a crowded 

poultry market, leaving at least six people dead and dozens wounded, among them reportedly 

schoolchildren. 

Full article (BBC) 

Iraq: 5.3 million children in Iraq still deprived of many rights 
20 November 2012 – On Children’s Day, UNICEF has taken the opportunity to call on the Iraqi 

government, civil society, the private sector and the international community for urgent action with 

http://reliefweb.int/report/democratic-republic-congo/icc-will-investigate-crimes-committed-m23-and-others
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/ethiopia_66473.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/tens-thousands-syrian-child-refugees-out-school-warns-save-children
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-20322400


 
regards to fundamental rights of Iraqi children. While the majority of children in Iraq experience at 

least one violation of their fundamental rights, around 1.7 million children, or 10 per cent of all Iraqi 

children, have most of their rights fulfilled. There has been ongoing rights violations: with 

inadequate access to and promotion of health services; lack of access to quality education; violence 

against children in schools and families; psychological trauma from years of extreme violence; 

discrimination; prolonged detention in juvenile facilities. 

Full article (UN Children’s Fund) 

 

Iraq - Iraq conflict: Crisis of an orphaned generation 
27 November 2012 - A recent survey in Iraq found that between 800,000 to a million Iraqi children 

have lost one or both of their parents. According to aid workers this figure is a conservative estimate 

of the many thousands growing up in the shadow of violence. No-one knows the exact number of 

Iraqi children who have been orphaned by Iraq's unrelenting violence. But with bombs and 

assassinations still a daily occurrence, the number of orphans is continually growing. Beyond the 

individual tragedies, the sheer number of Iraqi orphans has created a social crisis in a country that 

has less than 200 social workers and psychiatrists put together, for a population of 30 million people. 

It has no child protection laws. Officials say that desperately needed welfare legislation has been held 

hostage to sectarian squabbling in parliament. 

Full article (BBC News) 

 

Mali: Malians listen for the sound of drones 
19 November 2012 – Islamic militants are preparing for cover as military interventions are looming 

to start at the beginning of next year. Aerial reconnaissance and targeted drone strikes were being 

used effectively when militants held camp in the desert or in the Adrar des Ifoghas mountains. Yet 

now the fighters are in villages, rendering drone operations extremely difficult: their numbers have 

also increased due to the inflow of economically impoverished locals and children having been 

forced into recruitment. Aware that they would be vulnerable to drone and aircraft attack in the 

open desert, the militias are likely to try to stay in the cities, towns and villages, dispersing their 

fighters, heavy weapons and ammunition stockpiles in anticipation of air strikes and even planting 

anti-personnel mines. Such an enemy will present a challenge for the military force tasked with 

routing them from the region.  

Full article (The Guardian) 

 
Pakistan: Bomb kills children near Shia procession 
24 November 2012 – Seven children and an adult were killed by a roadside bomb near a Shia 

Muslim procession in north-western Pakistan. The assailant struck in Dera Ismail Khan, a Sunni 

militant stronghold that considers Shia as non-believers. This event is taking place during the climax 

of the holy month of Muharram. About 100 Shia were passing through the city to join a main 

procession when the device, set off by a television remote control device, went off. The youngest 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_66414.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-20461110
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2012/nov/19/mali-drones-military-intervention


 
victim was six years old. President Asif Ali Zardari condemned the act as nefarious, saying it cannot 

deter the people and the government in their fights against the scourge of militancy. Authorities say 

there are intelligence warnings about possible attacks on several locations, including the southern 

port city of Karachi and the capital, Islamabad.  

Full article (BBC News) 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-20475064


 

Israel/occupied Palestinian territories (oPt): Israel and Hamas step up air attacks in Gaza 

clash 

15 November 2012 - Israel and Hamas brushed aside international calls for restraint on Thursday 

and escalated their lethal conflict over Gaza, where Palestinian militants launched hundreds of 

rockets into Israeli territory, targeting Tel Aviv for the first time, and Israel intensified its aerial 

assaults and sent armored vehicles rumbling toward the Gaza border for a possible invasion. Health 

officials in Gaza said at least 19 people, including five children and a pregnant teenager, had been 

killed over two days of nearly nonstop aerial attacks by Israel, and dozens had been wounded. Three 

Israelis were killed on Thursday in Kiryat Malachi, this small southern Israeli town, when a rocket 

fired from Gaza struck their apartment house. 

Full article (New York Times) 

 

Israel/oPt: Human Rights Watch; Israel/Gaza: Avoid harm to civilians 

15 November 2012 - Israeli forces and Palestinian armed groups in Gaza need to take all feasible 

precautions to minimize harm to civilians as hostilities between the two sides intensify. Palestinian 

rocket attacks into civilian areas violate the laws of war prohibition against targeting civilians, and 

Israel should ensure it is only targeting military objects, Human Rights Watch said. On November 

14, Israeli forces launched dozens of strikes in Gaza, killing at least two Hamas members including 

the head of Hamas’s military wing, Ahmed Jabari, and at least five civilians. The strikes wounded at 

least 115 people, including 26 children and 25 women, the Palestinian Center for Human Rights 

reported. Two Palestinian rights organizations, Al Mezan and the Palestinian Center for Human 

Rights, reported that several boys playing soccer in the area were also wounded.  

Full article (Human Rights Watch) 

 

Israel/oPt: Children are suffering from escalation of conflict in Gaza and southern Israel 

16 November 2012 - Children have been victims of the recent escalation of conflict in Gaza and 

southern Israel. Since Wednesday, 60 Palestinian children were reportedly injured and at least four 

reportedly killed during Israeli airstrikes including an 11 month old boy, as well as a pregnant 

woman. The United Nations has also received information of more than 50 Israeli civilians injured 

by rockets fired from Gaza into Israel. Reports indicate that children were among the casualties. The 

outbreak of hostilities also threatens children’s access to education. On Thursday, a teacher at a 

United Nations school in northern Gaza was killed. All educational facilities in Gaza and schools in 

southern Israel within 40 km radius of the border with Gaza were closed due to the increasing 

number of attacks. The killing and maiming of children as well as attacks on schools count among 

the grave violations against children in armed conflict defined by the Security Council Resolution 

1612 (2005). 

Full article (OSRSG for Children and Armed Conflict) 

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/16/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-assault.html?_r=0
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/11/15/israelgaza-avoid-harm-civilians
http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-releases/children-are-suffering-from-escalation-of-conflict-in-gaza-and-southern-israel/


 
 

Israel/oPt: UNICEF calls for children to be protected in Gaza and Israel 

16 November 2012 - UNICEF is deeply concerned about the deteriorating situation in Gaza and 

Israel and its impact on children. In the past two days, six Palestinian children age 10 months to 15 

years have been reported killed in airstrikes on Gaza, and 60 injured. Another Palestinian child was 

reported killed by a rocket which fell short. Gaza is under closure making it difficult for civilians to 

flee. In Southern Israel, schools within 40 kilometers of the Gaza Strip remained closed due to 

indiscriminate rocket fire. 

Full article (UNICEF) 

 

Israel/oPt : Groundbreaking UN TV channel brings education to students in war-battered 

Gaza 

18 November 2012 - As the violence intensifies in Gaza, the United Nations Relief and Works 

Agency (UNRWA) has been using its innovative and unprecedented educational satellite TV channel 

to bring lessons to some quarter of a million children in Gaza. The channel, known as UNRWA TV, 

is the first United Nations television channel of its sort in the Middle East and was created and 

developed by UNRWA staff, who have done everything from transforming a vocational training 

centre into a film set, to writing scripts, making costumes, training actors, and developing story lines 

and programmes. 

Full article (Relief Web) 

 

Israel/oPt : Gaza hospitals need more drugs 

19 November 2012 - The nurses at Shifa hospital in the Gaza Strip have seen bombing casualties 

before, but never on this scale. Nurses work 12-hour shifts, but it is the night-time shifts that have 

been the hardest these last few days. “It’s very hard now, with many injured people coming every 

hour. Women and children outnumbered men, especially with the new wave [of attacks] targeting 

houses and civilian buildings,” said Ibrahim Jirjawi, a nurse on the orthopaedic ward, who has 

worked here for seven years. He said the number of injured people arriving at Gaza hospitals had 

“dramatically increased in the last 24 hours”, with more than 700 visiting hospital, 252 of them 

children. 

Full article (IRIN) 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_66389.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/groundbreaking-un-tv-channel-brings-education-students-war
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96823/OPT-Gaza-hospitals-need-more-drugs


 
 

Israel/oPt – Children in Gaza and Israel are suffering from the violence 

19 November 2012 - Experiencing violence is equally traumatizing for all children; the psyche 

knows no ethnic or political borders. Children in SOS families in the Gaza Strip and in Israel are 

suffering from the on-going violence and threat of violence. The children in SOS Children's Village 

Rafah, located in the Gaza Strip, may have learned how to live in the presence of a latent or, more 

often, outright state of emergency, but the constant threat of violence engrains itself in the spirit of 

the children. And it has not been this bad for some time now. The SOS Children's Village in Rafah 

was established in 2001, in addition to two kindergartens, a school and a social centre in Gaza City 

for some 4,400 people from especially vulnerable families. 

Full article (Relief Web) 

 

Israel/oPt : In occupied Palestinian territory, the violence has had a direct impact on 

children, and families struggle to cope 

20 November 2012 - The violence has had a direct impact on children, and families are struggling to 

cope. In Gaza, 22 children have been killed in air strikes, and another 277 injured. In Israel, 14 

children have been injured by rocket fire. The number of casualties is expected to rise. Scared by the 

terrifying noises of war night and day, children in Gaza and Israel are displaying worrying symptoms 

of psycho-social distress. Symptoms include bed-wetting, flashbacks, nightmares, fear of going out 

in public, fear of being alone and withdrawal. 

Full article (Relief Web) 

 

Israel/oPt : Director-General deplores attacks on media and schools in Gaza and southern 

Israel 

21 November 2012 - The Director-General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, is alarmed by the escalation 

of violence in Israel and Gaza. Today she condemned the killing of three Palestinian journalists—

Mahmoud Al-Komi, Hossam Salameh Mohammed and Abu Eisha— in air strikes on 20 November. 

She also voiced alarm over reports that media were being targeted in the air strikes and rocket fire 

between southern Israel and Gaza, and that schools were being hit. “I am equally alarmed by strikes 

on schools in both Gaza and southern Israel. Schools should offer a safe environment for children. 

Attacks against them is a denial of the right to education and should be firmly condemned. 

Full article (Relief Web) 

http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/children-gaza-and-israel-are-suffering-violence
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/occupied-palestinian-territory-violence-has-had-direct-impact
http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/director-general-deplores-attacks-media-and-schools-gaza-and


 
 

Israel/oPt: Morocco sets up medical field hospital, sends humanitarian aid for gazans 

24 November 2012 - Morocco continued its humanitarian aid operation for Palestinians in Gaza 

which was launched earlier this week by HM King Mohammed VI. Medical teams set up a field 

hospital and five planeloads of medical and food aid arrived Thursday and Friday at El Arish airport 

in Egypt (380 km east of Cairo) for transport to Gaza through the Rafah border crossing. The aid 

includes a multidisciplinary medical-surgical hospital and Moroccan medical delegation, which was 

received on Thursday in Gaza by Younes El Khatib, president of the Palestinian Red Crescent, and 

director general of the Palestinian red crescent association Khaled Jouda. 

Full article (Morroco on the move) 

 

Israel/oPt: Severe damage done to Gaza projects and profound psychological impact on 
children 
24 November 2012 – Islamic Relief has reported severe damage to Gaza projects and profound 

psychological impact on children following the recent bombardment of Gaza. Eight Days in Gaza: 

The Impact of the Conflict (see web link in notes to editors) catalogues widespread damage that will 

require extensive rebuilding, and says the psychological well-being of traumatised children will be 

hard to restore. Islamic Relief is urging both sides in the conflict to maintain the ceasefire and 

constructive talks so that rebuilding can begin and humanitarian needs can be more effectively met. 

The impact of this month’s conflict, captured in Eight Days in Gaza, includes: 163 Palestinians 

killed and over 1,200 injured, 213 houses destroyed or severely damaged, and another 1,500 in need 

of repair, 41 schools and two kindergartens damaged, disrupting the education of 25,000 children.  

Full article (Islamic Relief) 

 

Israel/oPt: Food, child-friendly spaces help children recover in Gaza 

25 November 2012 - World Vision's efforts to help vulnerable families in Gaza recovery from the 

recent conflict got underway today with an initial distribution of 400 food parcels in Beit Lahia in 

North Gaza. World Vision is also providing psychosocial support for children affected by the recent 

violence and devastation through six Child Friendly Spaces located in both North and South Gaza. 

The centers are staffed by trained social workers and provide a safe friendly environment where 

children can interact, play and receive psychosocial care to help them begin to recover from their 

distress. In addition to helping the children, child friendly spaces also allow parents time to focus on 

rebuilding their lives and homes in the aftermath of the violence. World Vision will also begin a 

programme to assist in the rebuilding of the agricultural sector as well as improving the livelihood 

opportunities of the most vulnerable families. 

Full article (Palestine News Network) 

http://moroccoonthemove.wordpress.com/2012/11/24/morocco-sets-up-field-hospital-sends-humanitarian-aid-for-gazans/?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRohvKzJZKXonjHpfsX67%2BQuX6GwlMI%2F0ER3fOvrPUfGjI4FSMBgI%2FqLAzICFpZo2FFcH%2FaQZA%3D%3D
http://www.islamic-relief.org.uk/NewsDetails2.aspx?ID=305
http://english.pnn.ps/index.php/national/3194-food-child-friendly-spaces-help-children-recover-in-gaza?mkt_tok=3RkMMJWWfF9wsRohvKzJZKXonjHpfsX67%2BQuX6GwlMI%2F0ER3fOvrPUfGjI4FSMBgI%2FqLAzICFpZo2FFcH%2FaQZA%3D%3D


 
Israel/oPt: Gaza children return to school scarred by the violence 
27 November 2012 – Around 140 schools and kindergartens were damaged in Gaza during the week 

of violence between the territory and Israel. UNICEF and the United Nations Mine Action Service 

have implemented an awareness-raising campaign for children to stay away from dangerous objects 

lying in rubbles, alerting them and their families the danger of explosive remnants of war. All of the 

students have experienced some degree of violence. Some speak of relatives killed or injured; many 

have seen their house or their neighbour’s house damaged by air strikes or shelling. “The children 

cannot focus on their studies. They want to share their experience of violence. They want to discuss 

why it happened and whether it will happen again,” says school counselor Nadia Al Ashqar. Ms. Al 

Ashqar says it is difficult to convince children that they are safe. Many had already experienced 

violence and destruction four years earlier, during Operation Cast Lead.  

Full article (UN Children’s Fund) 

 
Jordan - Saudi Campaign for Syria donates supplies to Palestine refugees in Jordan fleeing 
Syria 
19 November 2012 - The Saudi National Campaign for the Support of Brothers in Syria has donated 

emergency food and non-food items to 400 of the most vulnerable Palestine refugee families who 

have fled to neighbouring Jordan from the raging violence in Syria. The very generous donation, 

composed of 400 boxes of food rations (including basic foodstuffs such as rice, sugar, flour, milk 

powder, and oil), 400 children’s kits (including baby milk and baby food), 400 hygiene kits, and 420 

cartons of dates, were distributed by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) to the 

most vulnerable Palestine refugee families currently residing in Irbid, Zarka, South Amman and 

North Amman. 

Full article (Relief Web) 

 

Jordan - School for Syrian refugees opens in Jordan camp 
25 November 2012 - Jordan on Sunday opened a Bahrain-funded school in the Zaatari refugee camp 

near the Syrian border that can take up to 4,000 students, a Jordanian official said. Jordan's 

education ministry and the UN children's fund UNICEF jointly run the school, in which 3,400 

Syrian refugees are currently enrolled and taught by Jordanian and Syrian teachers. A $2-million (1.5-

million euro) grant from Bahrain funded the project. 

Full article (ReliefWeb) 

 

http://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/gaza-children-returning-school-are-scarred-violence
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Lebanon - Concern for Syrian refugees as winter approaches 

21 November 2012 - Winter is approaching fast for Syrian refugees in Lebanon, who are facing 

night-time temperatures that regularly dip below zero. The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and local 

NGO partners have started preparing, but things are going slowly amid worries about the lack of 

shelter and heating for the current 110,000 Syrian refugees (registered or waiting for registration), 

according to UNHCR estimates. Some of the public buildings and schools where Syrian families are 

staying have windows without glass and lack doors, something UNHCR is working to fix in the 

coming weeks. The overall plan includes the distribution of mattresses, blankets, warm clothes, 

stoves for heating and fuel, implemented with partners including Caritas, the World Food 

Programme, the Danish Refugee Council, World Vision, the UN Population Fund and the UN 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 

Full article (IRIN) 

Libya - Educating children about the explosive remnants of war 

13 November 2012 - Muhammad lives in Rujban, in the Western Mountains, a region that was the 

scene of heavy fighting during the revolution last year. In this area, like many other parts of Libya, 

the war's explosive legacy continues to be felt. MAG cleared 15,000 items of unexploded ordnance 

in the country in September alone, and 235,000 people have benefited from our 'Risk Education' 

safety sessions over the past 18 months. A MAG Community Liaison team visited Muhammad's 

school in June, to give Risk Education to pupils and teachers. The school principal thanked MAG 

for teaching his pupils and staff to report any suspicious objects they see, and enabling them to take 

responsibility for their own safety. 

Full article (MAG)  

 
Sierra Leone: What happens when you can’t walk away 
29 November 2012 – For six years, a brutal civil war (in 1997) had been raging in the small African 

nation Alyona now called home. Asked why she’d willingly relocate to an active warzone with a six-

month-old baby, Alyona answers: “It was scary, but we didn’t really know the extent of the damage. 

We just knew we were needed there.” She laughs. “We were still young. Maybe today we wouldn’t 

do the same.” Alyona doesn’t talk much about the war—the inevitable backdrop to her indisputable 

resilience. Eleven years of conflict in Sierra Leone left more than 50,000 people dead and countless 

more victims of horrific war crimes, including rape, slavery, limb amputation and the use of child 

soldiers. But Alyona only wants to talk about the many people she and her husband helped and how 

“God was on [their] side.”  

Full article (International Medical Corps) 

 
 
 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96834/LEBANON-Concern-for-Syrian-refugees-as-winter-approaches
http://www.maginternational.org/news/libya-educating-children-about-the-explosive-remnants-of-war/#.UK1J5-SClBY
http://internationalmedicalcorps.org/dr.-lewis-story?


 
South Sudan: Improving lives with the help of vocational training 
16 November 2012 – Beda Sturtino from Eastern Equatoria State of South Sudan is one of 25 

trainees enrolled in the masonry vocational skills training provided by Global Communities. 

Saturtino fled his village at the age of ten when conflict broke out and lost both his mother and 

brother, a soldier for the Sudan Armed Force. He is now working on constructing a church building, 

as part of the practical session of the training. Global Communities has been immersed in the 

Eastern Equatoria State since 2008, establishing humanitarian assistance interventions to help 

returnee households reintegrate into both rural and urban areas. IMPROVE (Increasing Market 

Potential for Returnees through Opportunities for Viable Economic Development) assessed the 

area and concluded that a high demand for technical skills such as electricians, masons, blacksmiths 

and plumbers is present..  

Full article (CHF International) 

 

Syria: Mothers, children widely affected by continuing Syrian violence, UNICEF warns 

2 November 2012 - The United Nations children’s agency today drew attention to the impact that 

the conflict in Syria is taking on mothers and children, especially on newborn babies. Addressing a 

media briefing in Geneva, a spokesperson for the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Marixie 

Mercado, reported that, according to local health officials, the ongoing violence continued to impact 

infant care in Syrian hospitals, particularly among newborns who were increasingly affected by a lack 

of available incubators. At the General Hospital in Damascus, Syria’s capital, Ms. Mercado said that 

out of 21 incubators only 14 were functioning despite a list of over 60 babies waiting to use the 

remaining accessible machines.  

Full article (ReliefWeb) 

 

Syria: 11,000 fled Syria in past 24 hours, total now 408,000-UNHCR 

9 November 2012 - About 11,000 Syrian refugees have fled to three neighbouring countries in the 

past 24 hours, the largest exodus in "quite some time", the United Nations refugee agency said on 

Friday. The latest exodus into Turkey (9,000), Lebanon (1,000) and Jordan (1,000) brings to 408,000 

the total number of Syrian refugees registered or being assisted in the region, Panos Moumtzis of the 

U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees said. 

Full article (AlertNet) 

 

http://www.chfinternational.org/node/37391
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/mothers-children-widely-affected-continuing-syrian-violence-unicef-warns
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/11000-fled-syria-in-past-24-hours-total-now-408000-unhcr/


 
Syria: Syrian Red Crescent estimates 2.5 millions uprooted in Syria 

13 November 2012 - The Syrian Arab Red Crescent estimates that 2.5 million people are internally 

displaced within Syria by civil war, doubling the previous figure of 1.2 million used by aid agencies, 

the United Nations refugee agency said on Tuesday. T he United Nations said on Friday that up to 4 

million people inside Syria will need humanitarian aid by early next year when the country is in the 

grip of winter, up from 2.5 million now whose needs are not fully met. More than 407,000 Syrian 

refugees have registered or await registration in the surrounding region - Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan 

and Iraq - and more are fleeing every day. 

Full article (AlertNet) 

 

Syria: Syrian refugee children face bitter winter 

18 November 2012 - Over 2.5 million people have been displaced within Syria by ongoing fighting. 

More than 400,000 registered refugees are now in neighbouring countries, and the UN is expecting 

that figure to reach 700,000 by the end of the year. Save the Children believes the true number of 

refugees is likely to be much higher, as many thousands are unregistered and remain scattered across 

the region, raising fears for their wellbeing as temperatures begin to drop. More than half are 

children, the aid agency adds. The vast majority of families are not equipped for the region’s harsh 

winter, which sees torrential rains combine with freezing temperatures, in particular in desert or 

mountainous areas where many refugees are now clustered in camps or living amongst local 

communities.  

Full article (Save the Children) 

 

Syria: Syria cluster bomb attack 'kills 10 children' 

26 November 2012 - Activists in Syria say a government jet has dropped a cluster bomb on a 

playground, leaving 10 children dead. Video posted on the internet showed children's bodies on the 

ground with their mothers grieving over them. The children were killed when a MiG fighter bombed 

a playground in the village of Deir al-Asafir, east of Damascus, opposition activists said. Intensive 

fighting has continued around the capital. Rebel fighters captured at least part of an airbase on 

Sunday. The International Red Cross (ICRC) said it had been unable to confirm the attack. But it 

said if such an attack had taken place, it would be a very serious incident as under the Geneva 

Convention, only military targets are legitimate. Civilians, and civilian buildings like schools and 

hospitals, should never be attacked. 

Full article (BBC) 

Related article (ReliefWeb) 

 

http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/syrian-red-crescent-estimates-25-mln-uprooted-in-syria/
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-refugee-children-face-bitter-winter
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-20491697#story_continues_1
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/further-outrage-children-are-latest-victims-syria-cluster-bomb-attacks


 
Syria: Syria child soldiers: Rebels using children in war - Human Rights Watch 

29 November 2012 - Syrian rebels fighting to overthrow President Bashar al-Assad have sent 

children into combat and used boys as young as 14 to transport weapons and supplies, Human 

Rights Watch said on Thursday. The New York-based group said it had interviewed five boys aged 

between 14 and 16 who said they worked with rebels in the southern province of Deraa, the central 

Homs region and on the northern border with Turkey. Three of them, all aged 16, said they carried 

weapons and one said he participated in attack missions. Two others, aged 14 and 15, said they 

supported fighter brigades by conducting reconnaissance or transporting weapons and supplies. The 

International Criminal Court says that conscripting or enlisting children under the age of 15 or using 

them to participate in hostilities is a war crime. The United Nations convention on child rights urges 

states to ensure that people under 18 are not recruited or used in hostilities. 

Full article (Huffington Post) 

Related article (Human Rights Watch) 

 

Syria: UNICEF calls for children to be protected in the midst of the conflict 

29 November 2012 – Following reports by Human Rights Watch and others this week that Syrian 

children are being killed and maimed by cluster bombs and used as fighters and guards, UNICEF 

renews its plea to all parties in this conflict that children be protected at all times. 

“It is more than disturbing – it is outrageous and unacceptable to see the rights of children being 

violated in these ways,” said UNICEF Executive Director Anthony Lake. “The longer this goes on, 

the more lasting the damage to children, to their future and thus the future of Syria itself.” 

UNICEF is working in Syria and four neighbouring countries to deliver essential needs and supplies 

to hundreds of thousands of children and family members. 

Full article (UN Children’s Fund) 

 

Uganda: Nun helps former child soldiers and sex slaves heal 

26 November 2012 – CRS Uganda has been working for many years with war-affected communities 

in the north. Sister Pauline has driven our conflict resolution and peacebuilding efforts, and has 

worked with partners to reintegrate children abducted by the Lord’s Resistance Army back into their 

home communities. Here is her story, from The Tidings Online. After earning a bachelor’s degree in 

education and then a master’s in religion in Rome, Sister Pauline returned home in 1998 to teach at a 

local high school and also work for Catholic Relief Services. “What prompted me to work with these 

children is because my family had been affected. Four of my siblings were abducted from home, 

with two of my brothers killed,” Sister Acayo told The Tidings midway through a speaking tour last 

month to mostly Catholic high schools in Southern California.  

Full article (Catholic Relief Services) 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/11/29/syrian-child-soldiers-rebels_n_2210427.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/opposition-using-children-conflict
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/children-must-be-protected-syrian-conflict-says-unicef
http://newswire.crs.org/nun-in-uganda-helps-former-child-soldiers-and-sex-slaves-heal/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+CRSNewswire+%28Catholic+Relief+Services+Newswire%29


 

Yemen: Special Representative Zerrougui secures commitments from the Yemeni 

authorities and Al Houthi armed group to end child recruitment 

28 November 2012 – (Sana’a) During a mission to Sana’a, United Nations Special Representative for 

Children and Armed Conflict, Leila Zerrougui, secured commitments from the Government of 

National Unity to end the recruitment and use of children by the Yemeni Armed Forces. “I am 

heartened by the pledge from President Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi and others in Government to 

end the recruitment and use of children by Government forces. The re-structuring of the security 

forces envisioned during the transition period offers a unique opportunity to end grave violations 

against children and to professionalise the security force,” said Ms. Zerrougui. “The President’s 

public instruction to all security forces not to recruit children under 18 is a very positive first step,” 

she added. For his part, the UN Resident Coordinator, Mr. Ismael Ouldcheikhahmed stated the UN 

system’s readiness to work closely with the Government and other partners in implementing these 

commitments. An important component will be to reintegrate children and facilitate their access to 

education and livelihoods support. ‘Implementing existing national laws and providing access to 

basic services will be critical to ending children’s involvement in hostilities’, Mr. Geert Cappelaere, 

‘Yemen’s future is in its children. Let’s invest in it together,’ he added. 

Full article (OHCHR) 

http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-releases/yemeni-authorities-and-al-houthi-armed-group-to-end-child-recruitment/

