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1. Global Developments on Children’s Rights 

United States Government Action Plan on Children in Adversity 

On December 19, 2012, was the official launch of the United States Government Action Plan on 

Children in Adversity. The Action Plan on Children in Adversity is the first-ever strategic guidance 

for U.S. Government international assistance for children 0 to 18 years of age who are affected by 

HIV/AIDS, orphans, trafficked, exploited for child labor, in disasters, recruited as soldiers, 

neglected, or in other vulnerable states. The Action Plan is unique in that seven agencies and 

departments have agreed to align funding that address needs of vulnerable children toward three 

goals.  

For more information 

Quarterly bulletin: The global child protection network 

The global network child protection group has launched its quarterly bulletin. On this edition you 

will find the minimum standards for child protection in humanitarian action; the summary of the 

CPWG annual global meeting held in October in Geneva; an update from the global protection 

cluster; from the field, as well as the findings from a 2012 survey of field based child protection 

coordination groups and the results of the five ministerial meetings on the Paris principles and the 

adherence of new signatories. A quick review on the arrivals and leaves of the organization and of 

the mission and different projects on which the organization is working precedes the full report. 

For more information 

Child protection in humanitarian action - This is Samira 

The global protection cluster has released a video explaining child protection in humanitarian action. 

This video has circulated for a while on the net and people now refer to it as the video that 'Finally, 

something that explains what Child Protection in Emergencies really is, in 2 short minutes'. The 

video was first initially developed to support the launch of the new Minimum Standards for Child 

Protection in Humanitarian Action. The standards, as well as more information (a one page 

summary of what the standards is the implementation plan and so on) are on cpwg.net. 

For full information (Youtube Child global cluster) 

Survey for state of the world's girls 2013 report - Girls and emergencies 
response 

Plan International's state of the world girls report team is currently conducting a survey on how 

adolescent girls' needs are responded to in emergency settings. There is little information specifically 

on adolescent girls to draw from and they required our input to building evidence on what is 

happening on the ground. We share it with you so you can also participate if you want. This survey 

is anonymous and the findings will be used to inform the 2013 Girls Report. They are aiming for a 

high level of response. Here is the link to answer the survey  

For more information (SurveyMonkey) 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIxMjE5LjEzNjA5NzAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEyMTIxOS4xMzYwOTcwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzE4NTM2JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2Jhcm5ldHRAdW5pY2VmLm9yZyZ1c2VyaWQ9Y2Jhcm5ldHRAdW5pY2VmLm9yZyZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&104&&&http://transition.usaid.gov/our_work/global_health/pdf/apca.pdf
http://cpwg.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/CPWG-Quarterly-Bulletin-Nov-Jan2012-FINAL.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEaNwDtQRwI&feature=plcp
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=3RIQ_2bVEpak_2fsxL4Va3S83w_3d_3d


Les États-Unis et l'Organisation des Nations Unies dénoncent les propos du 
ministre canadien concernant l’aide à Haïti 

9 Janvier 2013 - Des fonctionnaires américains et les Nations unies demandent au ministre canadien 

de la Coopération internationale, Julian Fantino, de retirer ses déclarations controversées sur la 

révision de l'aide à Haïti. La semaine dernière, le ministre Fantino a dit que le Canada ne financerait 

pas de nouveaux projets en Haïti, expliquant qu'il était déçu par le peu de progrès accompli dans ce 

pays. Ses propos ont ensuite été rectifiés par l'Agence canadienne de développement international. 

L'ACDI a précisé qu'elle faisait l'examen approfondi de l'aide au développement, chiffrée à 1 milliard 

de dollars, octroyée par Ottawa à Haïti. Un haut fonctionnaire du département d'État américain a 

souligné que le Canada est un partenaire estimé en Haïti. Il a ajouté qu'Ottawa ne devrait modifier 

aucun de ses programmes. Une haute fonctionnaire du Programme des Nations unies pour le 

développement (PNUD) s'est dite « attristée » par l'attitude du ministre Fantino. Elle a ajouté que le 

ministre canadien n'avait peut-être pas bien saisi tout ce qui se passe en Haïti lors de son premier 

séjour dans ce pays. 

Full article (Radio Canada) 

New research on the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 
incorporation and implementation  

UNICEF UK has published "The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child: a study of legal 

implementation in 12 countries", which looks in countries beyond the UK in order to compile 

evidence of the most effective and impactful ways of embedding children’s rights into domestic law. 

The 12 countries (Australia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, New Zealand, 

Norway, South Africa, Spain, Sweden) were chosen to demonstrate the variety of ways in which 

different places have provided for children’s rights at the national level by taking steps to implement 

the Convention. The research was led by Professor Laura Lundy, Director of the Centre for 

Children’s Rights at Queen’s University Belfast collaborating with Professor Ursula Kilkelly at 

University College Cork. 

Full report (UNICEF) 

Human rights council universal periodic review working group to hold 
fifteenth session in Geneva from 21 January to 1 February 2013 

15 January 2013 - The fifteenth session of the Human Rights Council's Universal Periodic Review 

Working Group will be held in Geneva from 21 January to 1 February during which the next group 

of 14 States are scheduled to have their human rights records examined under this mechanism.  The 

group of States to be reviewed by the Universal Periodic Review Working Group during this session 

are (in order of scheduled review): France, Tonga, Romania, Mali, Botswana, Bahamas, Burundi, 

Luxembourg, Barbados, Montenegro, the United Arab Emirates, Israel, Liechtenstein and Serbia. 

The meeting will take place in Room XX at the Palais des Nations in Geneva.  Representatives of 

the 14 countries are scheduled to come before the Working Group, which comprises the entire 

membership of the 47-member Human Rights Council, to present efforts they have made in 

fulfilling their human rights obligations and commitments, assessing both positive developments and 

identifying challenges. 

Full article (OHCHR) 

http://www.radio-canada.ca/nouvelles/International/2013/01/09/018-aide-haiti-fantino-reactions-onu-etats-unis.shtml
http://www.unicef.org.uk/Documents/Publications/UNICEFUK_2012CRCimplementationreport%20FINAL%20PDF%20version.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx


The Committee on the Rights of the Child opens its sixty-second session  

14 January 2013 - The Committee on the Rights of the Child this morning opened its sixty-second 

session, adopting its agenda and hearing an address by Ibrahim Salama, Director of the Human 

Rights Treaty Division at the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.  In his address, 

Mr. Salama recognized that the almost universal ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child meant a very high workload for the Committee and agreed that a sustainable solution needed 

to be found to address the significant backlog of this and other Committees. He noted the belief in 

the treaty bodies system expressed by the General Assembly and the States during the discussions 

on the treaty bodies strengthening process, as evidenced by the establishment of a working group to 

negotiate a new international instrument on the protection of the elderly. Mr. Salama welcomed the 

openness of the Committee in adopting new technologies and updating its working methods to 

allow for the meaningful participation of States, particularly small and remote ones, and recognized 

the Committee’s ambitious plans for this session, which included the drafting of four general 

comments and the issuing of the report on the day of general discussion on the rights of children in 

the context of international migration.  Jean Zermatten, the Committee Chairperson, said that 

during this session the Committee would examine eight State party reports: four on the main 

Convention (Guyana, Malta, Guinea and Niue) and four under the Optional Protocol to the 

Convention on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and the Optional 

Protocol to the Convention on children involved in armed conflict (United States, Burkina Faso, 

Philippines and Slovakia).  

Full article (OHCHR) 
Sondage global sur le financement de la protection 

Global Protection Cluster : sondage sur le financement 

Le Cluster Protection Global a diligenté une étude sur les capacités de financement dans le secteur 

de la Protection dans le contexte des urgences humanitaires. Un élément clé de cette étude est un 

sondage en ligne qui s'adresse à tous les acteurs de la communauté humanitaire actif dans le secteur 

de la Protection, soit directement par la mise en œuvre de programme de protection, soit 

indirectement par l'intégration de standards de Protection dans les pratiques humanitaires. Cette 

étude est destinée aux membres des agences au niveau global, national et sur le terrain. Le sondage 

est disponible en anglais ainsi qu´en français, et peut être complété en 20 minutes. Les résultats 

seront étudiés en toute confidentialité. Les liens au sondage sont joints ci-dessous. S'il vous plaît, 

veuillez  répondre à ce sondage et le communiquer dès que possible à tous vos collègues - surtout 

ceux de Protection, ainsi que tous acteurs que vous jugeriez compétents, en leur demandant aussi de 

répondre au sondage.  Nous sommes impatients de recevoir de votre part des informations relatives 

aux dynamiques de financement et les facteurs derrière ces dispositions, par ailleurs, nous cherchons 

à obtenir ces informations au niveau des secteurs techniques spécifiques de la Protection. La réussite 

du sondage sera déterminée par sa portée, donc nous avons tous intérêt à ce que cette étude 

parvienne au maximum d´acteurs de protection. 

Pour plus d'information  (Global Protection Cluster) 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12927&LangID=E
http://www.surveyexpression.com/Survey.aspx?id=1ce7d1f4-e946-4596-a5e7-337eaef9ab7b


 

UNICEF tender supports Middle Income Country access to affordable new 
vaccines 

3 January 2013 – To help improve global access to new vaccines that protect children against the 

leading killers of pneumonia and diarrhoea, UNICEF is inviting manufacturers to participate in a 

tender that will help establish affordable, sustainable supplies of Pneumococcal conjugate and 

Rotavirus vaccines for Middle Income Countries from 2013 to 2015.56. The tender also calls for 

manufacturers’ proposals for the Human Papillomavirus vaccine to protect against the main cause of 

cervical cancer. The disparity between the amounts Low Income and Middle Income Countries pay 

for the same vaccine can be significant. “The current market prices of new vaccines put these 

products out of reach for many countries whose economies have transitioned from ‘Low’ to 'Middle’ 

Income over the last 20 years,” said Shanelle Hall, Director of UNICEF’s Supply Division. “This 

tender highlights work with the UN World Health Organization, industry, governments and partners 

to establish affordable, sustainable price levels for countries that are not eligible for international 

financial support to introduce these new and important life-saving vaccines."  

Full article (Unicef press center) 

UNICEF welcomes new Save the Children report setting out its vision for a 
post-2015 framework 

8 January 2013 – UNICEF today warmly welcomed the launch by Save the Children of a new 

Report, Ending Poverty in Our Generation – Save the Children’s vision for a post-2015 framework. 

 “The new Save the Children report is an important contribution to discussions on the critical 

question of how the world can best address the survival, development and protection of its children 

in the coming years and decades, as part of an overall framework for sustainable and effective 

development,” said Richard Morgan, UNICEF’s Senior Advisor on the Post-2015 Agenda. “The 

report recognizes both the momentum of the Millennium Development Goals and the need to 

extend their success, especially among the most disadvantaged children and groups.  

Full article (Unicef press center) 

 

2. Africa Regional Children’s Rights Related News Updates 

Internal displaced persons (IDP): African IDP Convention comes into force 

6 December 2012 - The African Union Convention for the Protection and Assistance of Internally 

Displaced Persons (IDPs) 2009, also known as the Kampala Convention, came into force on 6 

December; it is the world’s first legally binding instrument to cater specifically to people displaced 

within their own countries. Adopted at an AU summit in the Ugandan capital, Kampala, the 

Convention required ratification by 15 member countries before it could enter into force; Swaziland 

became the 15th country to do so on 12 November, joining Benin, Burkina Faso, Central African 

Republic, Chad, Gabon, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Lesotho, Niger, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Togo, 

Uganda and Zambia. At least 37 AU members have also signed the Convention but have yet to 

ratify it. Among other things, the Convention aims to "establish a legal framework for preventing 

internal displacement, and protecting and assisting internally displaced persons in Africa". 

Full article  (IRIN) 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_67112.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_67149.html
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96984/IDPs-African-IDP-Convention-comes-into-force


Sahel - Malnourished to remain above one million in 2013 

20 December 2012 - Despite good rains across much of the Sahel this year, 1.4 million children are 

expected to be malnourished - up from one million in 2012, according to the 2013 Sahel regional 

strategy.  The strategy, which calls on donors to provide US$1.6 billion of aid for 2013, says fewer 

people are expected to go hungry in 2013 - 10.3 million instead of 18.7 million in 2012.  Harvests 

across much of the Sahel were fairly good this year following more steady rains, but vulnerability 

remain as the 2012 crisis, on the back of crises in 2005 and 2010, left many families heavily indebted, 

with severely depleted assets, and with no seeds to plant.  The number of malnourished children 

being targeted is rising partly because absorbing the 2012 shock takes time and food prices remain 

high; and because the illness is linked to health care services, caring practices and access to clean 

water, not just food security.  

Full article  (IRIN) 

Afrique - L’Agence des États-Unis pour le développement international 
(USAID) s’allie avec des pays africains pour accroître la survie infantile 

17 janvier 2013 - Des représentants de ministères africains de la santé, de l’Agence des États-Unis 

pour le développement international (USAID) et des experts en santé infantile se sont réunis à 

Addis-Abeba, du 16 au 18 janvier, pour partager leurs stratégies visant à accroître les taux de survie 

infantile. La conférence Gouvernance africaine pour la survie infantile – Une promesse renouvelée 

fait suite à l’Appel à l’action pour la survie infantile de l’année dernière, co-organisée en 

collaboration par les gouvernements d’Éthiopie, d’Inde et des États-Unis et l’UNICEF. Elle lance 

un plan général d’actions pour mettre fin aux décès évitables d’enfants de moins de 5 ans. L’appel à 

l’action a mis les pays au défi de faire passer leurs taux nationaux de mortalité infantile en dessous de 

20 décès pour 1000 naissances vivantes d’ici 2035. Sous la bannière de l’Engagement envers la survie 

infantile : Une promesse renouvelée, plus de 165 pays ont depuis promis de renforcer leurs efforts 

afin de mettre fin aux décès infantiles évitables. « Votre gouvernance et attention particulière sont 

une partie essentielle de cet effort unifié », a dit l’administrateur de l’USAID Rajiv Shah.  

Article complet (Département d’État des États-Unis) 

Africa - Leaders invest in Africa’s future through renewed focus on child 
survival 

16 January 2013 - The Government of Ethiopia convened a meeting of African Ministers of Health 

and global experts aimed at accelerating reductions in preventable child deaths through sharper 

national plans and improved monitoring and evaluation.  The  African Leadership for Child Survival 

– A Promise Renewed conference, follows last year’s Child Survival Call to Action, which was co-

convened by the Governments of Ethiopia, India and the United States with UNICEF and launched 

a global roadmap to end preventable deaths of children under five. The Call to Action challenged 

countries to lower their national rates of child mortality to 20 or fewer deaths per 1,000 live births by 

2035. Under the banner of Committing to Child Survival: A Promise Renewed over 165 countries 

have since pledged to scale up efforts to end preventable child deaths. The African continent shares 

a significant global burden of newborn, child and maternal deaths. Of the 3.5 million such deaths 

per year in Africa, more than 1 million are newborns.  

Full article (UNICEF press center) 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97093/SAHEL-Malnourished-to-remain-above-one-million-in-2013
http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/french/article/2013/01/20130118141208.html#axzz2IocBN1dQ
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_67550.html


Sahel - 850,000 children treated in Sahel for severe acute malnutrition in 2012  

11 December 2012 – A UNICEF progress report says that more than 850,000 children are expected 

to have received life-saving treatment for severe acute malnutrition across nine countries in the Sahel 

region during the course of 2012. This is a projected figure based on the more than 730,000 children 

under 5 treated at centres between January and the end of September. UNICEF warned in 

December 2011 that 1.1 million children would suffer from severe acute malnutrition in the Sahel 

and would need specialized help. With governments, other UN agencies and humanitarian 

organizations one of the biggest humanitarian efforts of its kind in the region was mounted with 

support from major donors and funding appeals through UNICEF National Committees. The 

report says early funding by donors such as the Swedish and Danish Governments, the European 

Union and USAID meant crucial supplies of ready-to-use therapeutic food were purchased in good 

time and pre-positioned. However, there were significant challenges in the year due to people being 

displaced into neighbouring countries because of conflict in Mali, insecurity and severe flooding. 

Full article (UNICEF press center) 

 

3. Conferences and Courses  

Conference: 5th ministerial follow-up forum to the Paris commitments and 
Paris principles on children associated with armed forces or armed groups 

3 December 2012 - UNICEF and the Office of the SRSG for Children and Armed Conflict, in 

collaboration with the Paris Principles Steering Group (PPSG), came together to co-host the 5th 

Ministerial Follow-up Forum to the Paris Commitments and Paris Principles on Children Associated 

with Armed Forces or Armed Groups. The meeting, held at UN Headquarters in New York, 

represented the 5th anniversary Follow-up Forum to the International Conference ‘Free Children 

from War' at which the Paris Commitments and the Paris Principles were adopted, initiated by 

France and UNICEF (Paris, February 2007). To commemorate the 5th anniversary, the event was a 

stand-alone event, as opposed to previous years where it was a side event during the UN General 

Assembly. The Paris Commitments are an expression of strengthened international resolve to 

prevent the recruitment of children and highlight the actions governments can and should take to 

protect children affected by conflict.  

For more information (UNICEF) 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_66651.html
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_66538.html


Conference: International conference on reintegration & rehabilitation  

War Child Holland and the Centre for Children in Vulnerable Situations are organising a conference 

on the theme of rehabilitation and reintegration processes for children and youth affected by war 

and armed conflict. The conference will be held in Kampala, Uganda from 25th–27th September 

2013. With this conference, they want to reflect on “the way forward”, as much evidence already 

exists, but important gaps in our knowledge and in information sharing still remain: How can 

transition processes from rehabilitation centres back to communities be built appropriately? How do 

we need to look at the transition from crisis humanitarian interventions to longer-term 

developmental aid? Must transcultural aspects be included in programming and support 

interventions? How can dependency on humanitarian interventions be limited, and how can 

children, families and communities participate in humanitarian and developmental aid responses? 

How can we tackle processes of stigmatisation and exclusion? How do we position ourselves within 

the ‘daily stressors versus trauma’ debate?  Many of these gaps cannot be approached from single 

perspectives, and instead need to be viewed from different disciplinary approaches.  

Where: Kampala Uganda 

When: 25-27 September 2013 

For more information  

Course: European master in social work with families and children 

This Erasmus Mundus MFAMILY is a two year master programme of 120 ECTS. Students will 

spend a semester each in Lisbon, Stavanger and Gothenburg before moving to the desired partner 

institution to work on their master’s thesis. The language of instruction for the programme is 

English. Upon completion of the programme, students will be awarded a joint degree by the 

consortium. The programme is jointly developed by ISCTE - University Institute of Lisbon (ISCTE-

IUL), University of Gothenburg (UGOT), University of Stavanger (UiS) and Makerere University 

(MU). MFAMILY is also proud of the active participation of 26 associate partners, 8 of which are 

higher education institutions from several continents. This gives the programme a truly global 

character, and a great potential to respond to needs in skills development, teaching, research and 

employability in the area of social work with children and families. This master addresses the 

improvement of knowledge and skills for people working with interventions for vulnerable children 

and marginalized families. MFAMILY will develop an education that will provide unique knowledge 

and innovative competences for international comparative child and family social work. Students 

will be updated on the latest research and practices on social work interventions for vulnerable 

children and families.  

Where: Europe  

For more information (Childwatch international) 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/119775497/Call-for-Papers-Kampala-Conference-2013
http://www.childwatch.uio.no/news/2012/european-ma-in-social-work2012.html


Course - Child-to-child trust and CRIDOC (Child Rights Information & 
Documentation Centre) 

The Child-to-Child Trust, UK in collaboration with Child Rights Information and Documentation 

Centre (CRIDOC) in Malawi are holding an international training course on Disaster Risk Reduction 

using the Child-to Child approach from 18 February to 1 March 2013 in Lilongwe, Malawi.  

Although children’s abilities to identify, avoid and manage risks are rarely, if ever, recognised, let 

alone taken into account or developed, children can contribute a great deal to risk management, 

keeping themselves and other members of their families and communities safe. In this course, 

therefore, the overall aim is to strengthen participants’ ability to promote children’s participation in 

risk management, both in everyday life and relating to disasters (Disaster Risk Reduction – DRR) for 

themselves and others. This course will last 10 days and will cover a basic training in the Child-to-

Child approach, with special input and emphasis on recognising and avoiding risks, and reducing 

their consequences, where it is not possible to avoid them altogether. It will be divided into several 

sections, although these are interconnected, as follows:  1.Introductory day; 2. The next section will 

look at various risks and disasters to which children are exposed and the means available for 

recognising, preventing/avoiding and mitigating the consequences of these risks. Techniques for 

working with children on these issues will be explored; 3.The next section will be a normal, basic 

Child-to-Child training with an emphasis on DRR and the possibility of practicing some of the skills 

learnt, with local children and focusing on DRR issues; 4. Finally we will explore ways of involving 

children in community DRR activities and plan action for the next year. 

When: 18 February to 1 March 2013, 

Where: Lilongwe, Malawi 

For more information (CRIN) 

 

4. Vacancies        

International Bureau for Children's Rights - Project manager on the training of 
security forces on children's rights in Africa, the Middle East and Haiti 

The International Bureau for Children's Rights (IBCR) launches a call for candidacies in order to 
build a database of potential candidates for positions of Project Managers on the training of security 

forces on children's rights in Africa, the Middle East and Haiti. IBCR seeks dynamic professionals 
who hold a graduate degree (Masters) preferably in international relations, law, sociology, social 
work, criminology or other related fields. The candidate must demonstrate at least 5 years of 
experience in the following areas: A good understanding of issues related to human and children’s 
rights;Excellent research and analytical skills, knowledge of approaches and methods for monitoring 
and reporting human and children’s rights violations, especially in regard to data collection, 
management, analysis and reporting.  
For more information (IBCR) 
 

 

 

http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=30089&flag=event
http://www.ibcr.org/editor/assets/Banque_%C3%A9quipe_IBCR_2013%20(2)%20ENG%20final.pdf


 

 

Plan Burkina - Malaria community and Behaviour Change Communications 
(BCC) specialist Improving Malaria Care (IMC)  

Plan Burkina is an international child centered community development organization, working with 

Children, Families and their Communities in the provinces of Bam, Sanmatenga, Namentenga, 

Kourittenga, Poni, Noumbiel, and Bougouriba and Ioba. Plan promotes the Children’s Rights and 

Community Capacity Building through programs, which include Education, Health, Potable Water 

and Sanitation, Household Economic Security and Child Protection. The Malaria Community and 

BCC Specialist is responsible for developing comprehensive malaria BCC campaign activities and 

tools – as well as designing community-level interventions – in close collaboration with the National 

Malaria Control Program (NMCP). The Malaria Community and BCC Specialist will provide 

technical direction to achieve project outcomes related to behavior change communication and 

community-level efforts to improve malaria prevention and malaria diagnosis and treatment 

interventions.     

For more information (Reliefweb) 

International Center for AIDS Care and Treatment Programs (ICAP) -Program 
director (Swaziland) 

ICAP at Columbia University is recruiting for a key position in its Swaziland office. ICAP is one of 

the world’s largest implementation and technical assistance providers for HIV and related health 

programs and a global leader in public health. ICAP supports program design and implementation, 

training and education, and monitoring, evaluation, and research. ICAP Swaziland supports the 

Government of the Kingdom of Swaziland’s Ministry of Health (MOH) at national, regional, 

district, and health facility levels in the scale-up and evaluation of comprehensive HIV prevention, 

care and treatment programs.  

For more information (Reliefweb) 

Oxfam - Responsable de programme protection Nord Kivu, République 
Démocratique du Congo  

Contrat à durée déterminée mai 2013-juillet 2013, est basé à Goma Salaire : de £20,018pa (net) plus 

avantages compétitifs, auxquels s'ajoute actuellement une allocation de conditions difficiles de travail 

de £4,000 net par an Un(e) expert(e) en protection ayant une expérience dans la gestion de 

programme et engagé(e) en faveur de l'amélioration de la vie des personnes affectées par le conflit. 

Contexte. En mai 2009 Oxfam a mis en place un programme de protection au Grand Nord Kivu, et 

en aout 2010 un programme au Petit Nord, travaillant étroitement avec les organisations de la 

société civile pour répondre aux changements dans le contexte. Vous gérerez et développerez le 

Programme de Protection au Nord Kivu, sous la supervision hiérarchique du Coordinateur 

Provincial et sous la supervision technique de la Coordinatrice de Protection.  

Pour plus d’information (Reliefweb) 

http://reliefweb.int/job/551825/malaria-community-and-bcc-specialist-imc
http://reliefweb.int/job/551821/program-director-swaziland
http://reliefweb.int/job/551796/protection-manager


Save the children - School health & nutrition advisor- South Africa 

Save the Children is seeking a mature, experienced individual to provide technical guidance and 

leadership in school health & nutrition (‘SHN’) The successful incumbent will work closely with 

Futures Group, HST and SDD in a programme to provide support to the SA National Department 

of Health. The overall aim is to improve the quality of, and access to, reproductive, maternal and 

child health services for women and children living in poverty-affected, underserved parts of the 

country. At this time the position is open only for South African citizens or those with an 

unrestricted right to live and work in South Africa.  

For more information (Reliefweb) 

 

5. Sub-Regional and Country Updates 

Angola - Continued attention to children reaffirmed 

17 January 2013 - The minister of Social Welfare, João Baptista Kussumua, said Thursday in Luanda 

that the Government will continue paying a special attention to children by improving their 

education cares. Baptista Kussumua was speaking about the situation of the Angolan refugees that 

return home, during a meeting with MPs convened to discuss the State Budget for 2013 within the 

specialised commission of the National Assembly (Angolan Parliament). The minister said the 

attention will ensure the children dignity so that they join compulsory education. According to João 

Baptista Kussumua, the country has more than 500 institutions prepared to provide children with 

information and stimulate their capacities, enabling them to join school with some knowledge. As to 

the process of repatriation, the minister said several operations were carried out in the 2004/2007 

period, under a programme jointly approved and organised by the Government of Angola and 

United Nations. 

Full article (allAfrica) 

Burkina Faso - Committee on the Rights of the Child 62nd session: Committee 
on the Rights of the Child hears reports of Burkina Faso on sale of children 
and on children and armed conflict 

The Committee on the Rights of the Child today reviewed the initial reports of Burkina Faso on the 

implementation of the provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. Dieudonné Marie Désiré 

Manly, Technical Advisor, Ministry for Social Action and National Solidarity of Burkina Faso, 

introducing the report presented under the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child 

prostitution and child pornography, said that the 2009 project on child labour in artisanal mines and 

quarries had removed more than 11,000 children working in the mines. The Government had 

launched a help line for child victims of violence in 2011 and had adopted the national plan for 

combating the worst forms of child labour in 2012. Burkina Faso had drafted a general bill on the 

definition and prohibition of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography, while a 

General Code for the protection of children was being elaborated.  

Full article (OHCHR) 

 

http://reliefweb.int/job/551759/school-health-nutrition-advisor
http://allafrica.com/stories/201301180275.html
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12939&LangID=E


Central African Republic - Special representative Zerrougui warns of re-
recruitment of children in the Central African Republic 

21 January 2013 - The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 

Conflict, Ms. Leila Zerrougui is disturbed by recent reports of child recruitment by armed groups 

which form part of the Seleka rebel alliance, including the Convention des patriotes pour la justice et 

la paix (CPJP) and the Union des forces démocratiques pour le rassemblement (UFDR), in Bria, 

Hautte-Kotto prefecture. In her briefing to the Security Council Working Group on Children and 

Armed Conflict last Friday, she welcomed the recent peace agreements signed between the 

Government, the Seleka coalition, politico-military groups and opposition parties in Libreville, but 

alerted the United Nations body of the ongoing recruitment and use of children. "The reports of 

child recruitment are a flagrant violation of commitments made by the CPJP and UFDR and must 

stop now," Ms. Zerrougui said. The CPJP signed in November 2011 an action plan to end the 

recruitment and use of children with the United Nations, in line with Security Council Resolution 

1612 (2005). For its part, the UFDR had committed to releasing children in its ranks to the United 

Nations in 2007 and 2011. These reports follow a separate breach of the CPJP Action Plan, when 

the armed group refused to release two girls in their ranks in an incident in Aigbando on 7 

December 2012. Ms. Zerrougui expressed her deep disappointment at the persistent recurrence of 

grave violations against children in the Central African Republic.  

Full article (Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 

Conflict) 

Central African Republic - Child recruitment by armed groups  

4 January 2013 – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today called on the Central 

African Republic (CAR) to immediately stop child recruitment by rebel groups and pro-government 

militias amidst reports of increasing use of this practice.  “A number of rebel groups and various 

pro-government militias have become more active in recent weeks in the capital city of Bangui and 

across the country,” said the UNICEF Representative for CAR, Souleymane Diabate. “Reliable 

sources have informed us that children are newly being recruited among their ranks. These reports 

are of serious concern.”  “Our team on the ground is working with partners to monitor, verify, and 

respond to grave violations of child rights, including recruitment into armed groups – those at 

greater risk are children who have lost their homes, are separated from their families or were 

formerly associated with armed groups,” Mr. Diabate added.  According to UNICEF, even before 

the latest round of violence in CAR erupted in December last year, about 2,500 children – both girls 

and boys – were associated with multiple armed groups, including self-defence groups, in CAR. The 

UN agency estimates that this number will rise because of the recent conflict. 

Full article (UN news center) 

http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-releases/car0113/
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43878


Central African Republic – UN Secretary General special representative for 
children and armed conflict disappointed by new reports of child soldiers. 

21 January 2013 – A top United Nations official today expressed disappointment after new reports 

of child recruitment by armed groups in the Central African Republic (CAR) that had previously 

made commitments to stop this practice.  According to the office of the Secretary-General’s Special 

Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, Leila Zerrougui, armed groups that are part of an 

alliance of rebel groups known as ‘Séléka’, including the Convention des patriotes pour la justice et 

la paix (CPJP) and the Union des forces démocratiques pour le rassemblement (UFDR), have been 

re-recruiting children to their ranks in recent days.  “The reports of child recruitment are a flagrant 

violation of commitments made by the CPJP and UFDR and must stop now,” Ms. Zerrougui said.  

In November 2011, the CPJP signed an action plan with the UN to end the recruitment and use of 

children in line with Security Council resolution 1612. For its part, the UFDR had committed to 

releasing children in its ranks to the UN in 2007 and 2011.   

Full article (UN news center) 

Congo - Maternal mortality down sharply in Congo 

21 January 2013 - Improved maternal healthcare and better family planning programmes have led to 

a sharp decrease in the Republic of Congo’s maternal mortality rate over the past decade.  

The rate declined from 781 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births in 2005 to 426 deaths per 

100,000 live births at the end of 2012, according to a demographic and health survey conducted with 

the support of the UN Population Fund (UNFPA). "Maternal mortality in Congo has fallen over 45 

percent since 2005. The country has made reducing maternal mortality a health priority since 2009, 

following a commitment made by the president to the African Union to reduce maternal mortality 

so that no woman dies giving birth," UNFPA representative in Congo David Lawson told IRIN.  

"Working with UNICEF [the UN Children’s Fund], WHO [the World Health Organization] and the 

World Bank, UNFPA has been the principal assistant to the government in terms of defining a 

national roadmap for accelerating the reduction of maternal mortality and launching the Campaign 

for the Accelerated Reduction of Maternal Mortality [CARMMA] in Congo," he added.  According 

to Lawson, UNFPA has made available more than US$6 million (three billion CFA francs) to 

support the efforts of government and civil society in this area. 

Full article (IRIN) 

Ethiopia - Ethiopia holds fourth position in Africa in reducing under five 
mortality rate 

20 January 2013 -Ethiopia became the fourth out of 10 African countries which managed to reduce 

preventable deaths of children under the age of five, by 60pc over the last 20 years since 1990, a new 

study presented at the African Leadership for Child Survival held in Addis Abeba last week 

indicated. Between 1990 and 2010, under-five mortality dropped by 35pc worldwide. Yet, every day, 

nearly 21 000 children under-five die mostly from preventable causes, according to the World 

Health Organisation (WHO). Close to 99pc of all under-five deaths occur in developing countries. 

More than 70pc of almost 11 million child deaths every year are attributable to six causes: diarrhoea, 

malaria, neonatal infection, pneumonia, preterm delivery, or lack of oxygen at birth.  

Full article (Addis Fortune) 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43972
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97300/Maternal-mortality-down-sharply-in-Congo
http://addisfortune.net/articles/ethiopia-holds-fourth-position-in-africa-in-reducing-under-five-mortality-rate/


Ghana - Agony of 143 orphan children 

Another orphanage perceived to be the largest in the whole of the Northern Region has emerged in 

Savelugu, with a total number of 145 orphans. The children, including 112 boys and 33 girls, 

between the ages of one (1) and twelve (12) years, were brought together by one Ibrahim 

Mohammed, a native of the area, based in Saudi Arabia, following the molestation, torture, 

starvation and maltreatment that was being given to the orphans by their respective guardians after 

the death of their parents. All the Children have lost both parents and were depending on relatives, 

who sometimes cared very little about what they eat, what they wear and even where they sleep. Mr. 

Ibrahim Mohammed, who is also a Philanthropist, in 2007 mobilized resources of his own to buy a 

land and put up some structures to serve as a Home for the kids. He has since engaged some 

caretakers and teachers who offer free tuition to the children. The facilities at the Home, according 

to our information was put up for only 33 children, but the home is now receiving more orphans, 

which seems to worsen the condition at the home.  

Full article (The Chronicle) 

Guinea - Committee on the Rights of the Child 62nd session: Committee on 
the rights of the child reviews the report of Guinea 

18 January 2013 - The Committee on the Rights of the Child today reviewed the second periodic 

report of Guinea on its implementation of the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child.  Hadja Diaka Diakite, Minister for Social Affairs and Advancement of Women and Children 

of Guinea, spoke about the achievements in the protection and implementation of the fundamental 

rights of children in Guinea and noted the harmonization of the domestic legislation with the 

Convention and the enactment of the Law on the Guinean Child. The institutional framework had 

been strengthened and progress was evident in the areas of education, child and maternal mortality, 

child exploitation and the fight against harmful traditional practices such as female genital 

mutilation, which still affected 96 per cent of girls and women in Guinea. The challenges still 

remained, principally in the form of poverty and illiteracy and that was why the Government was 

considering the revision of the national child policy, the Law on the Guinean Child and the 

strengthening of the system of rights-based child protection.  

Full article (OHCHR) 

Kenya - Prendre en compte l’hygiène menstruelle dans la planification de l’aide 

20 décembre 2012 - Les questions d’hygiène menstruelle devraient être prises en compte dans les 

programmes et les politiques de différents secteurs, notamment ceux de l’eau, l’assainissement et 

l’hygiène, de la santé reproductive, de la gestion des urgences et de l’éducation, estime un nouveau 

rapport. Dans certains pays à revenu faible ou intermédiaire, les tabous relatifs à la menstruation ont 

en effet pour conséquence de limiter l’accès de nombreuses filles et femmes aux installations 

sanitaires et de les empêcher de fréquenter l’école et d’occuper certains emplois. Le rapport 

«Menstrual hygiene matters » publié par Wateraid, présente des politiques et des interventions 

pertinentes en matière d’hygiène menstruelle. Il propose également des modules d’enseignement et 

des outils sur différents thèmes tels que les articles d’hygiène intime, le travail avec les communautés, 

la mise en place d’installations sanitaires dans les écoles et en situation d’urgence et l’aide aux filles et 

aux femmes vulnérables, marginalisées ou victimes de circonstances particulières.  

Article complet  (IRIN) 

http://ghanaian-chronicle.com/agony-of-143-orphan-children/
http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12938&LangID=E
http://www.irinnews.org/fr/Report/97090/POLITIQUE-HUMANITAIRE-Prendre-en-compte-l-hygiène-menstruelle-dans-la-planification-de-l-aide


Kenya - Floods in Kenya could disrupt schooling 

3 January 2013 - The Kenyan school term is set to commence on 7 January, but flash floods and 

landslides could disrupt education for as many as 2,500 pupils. Many schools in affected regions 

have been damaged or are being used as makeshift shelters for those displaced, education officials 

say. “In many of the areas where flooding occurred, families are living in school compounds, and yet 

schools will open in just a few days. We fear, and rightly so, that this might affect learning in the 

affected areas,” George Godia, permanent secretary in the Ministry of Education, told IRIN. In 

Nyando District, 400 people were displaced after River Nyando burst its banks and inundated 

homes. Displaced people are now sheltering in Magina and Apondo primary schools, which together 

have 1,000 pupils. In the districts of Elgeyo and Marakwet, landslides left 13 dead and affected 500 

families. There are now fears that some 13 damaged schools, with over 1,000 students cumulatively, 

might not reopen. 

Full article (IRIN) 

Kenya - Le problème des excréments humains dans les bidonvilles 

13 janvier 2013  - L’odeur des déjections humaines est insupportable dans les latrines qui se trouvent 

derrière la maison de Nancy Anyango, à Manyatta, un bidonville tentaculaire de la ville de Kisumu, à 

l’ouest du Kenya. Non loin de là, des ordures se sont amoncelées entre les longues rangées de 

cahutes. De loin, on entend le bourdonnement des mouches.  Ces fosses à ciel ouvert accentuent le 

risque de maladies. Elles représentent également un danger physique pour les enfants. Il y a à peine 

deux mois, Mme Anyango a perdu son fils de trois ans, tombé dans l’une d’entre elles alors qu’il 

jouait avec d’autres enfants.  « Ces ordures dégagent une odeur puante et, lorsqu’il pleut, elles 

envahissent nos maisons et nous sommes obligés de déménager. En plus, nos enfants sont en 

danger, car ils jouent au milieu des déchets », a dit Mme Anyango à IRIN.  

Full article  (IRIN) 

Madagascar - Traditional midwives back in fashion 

12 December 2012 - Madagascar’s traditional midwives, or ‘matronnes’, are often thought to 

undermine safe childbirth practices, delivering babies in unsanitary environments and without 

provisions to manage complications. Yet they are now being recruited to a campaign to get women 

to deliver in clinics or hospitals, part of a move to lower maternal and newborn death rates.  “We 

have more work than ever,” said matronnes Bertine, 52, and Marnette, 51. The women, who are 

cousins, learned the trade from their grandmother 20 years ago. Now they are cooperating with the 

Centre Sante de Base (CSB II) in Betraka, a tiny village 50km north of the coastal town of Manakara, 

to ensure that all pregnant women in the area deliver at the clinic.   

Full article  (IRIN) 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97169/In-Brief-Floods-in-Kenya-could-disrupt-schooling
http://www.irinnews.org/fr/Report/97236/Le-problème-des-excréments-humains-dans-les-bidonvilles
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97024/MADAGASCAR-Traditional-midwives-back-in-fashion


Madagascar - Funding gap threatens school lunches 

28 December 2012  - The provision of school lunches to 215,000 children in 1,200 primary schools 

in southern Madagascar could be suspended by the end of January 2013 if the World Food 

Programme (WFP) fails to make up a funding shortfall of US$4.84 million. The funds are needed to 

cover the cost of running the feeding scheme from December 2012 to May 2013. “Normally, we 

send out enough food to the schools for three months, but since the stock is so low, we are planning 

to send out only for a month,” said Enrique Alvarez, head of the WFP sub-office in Ambovombe, 

on Madagascar's southern coast.  Elna Vavisoa, 10, from the village of Andranovato is a beneficiary 

of the school feeding programme. After crossing a river by boat to reach her school and spending a 

morning in the classroom, she receives a school lunch. While she usually only eats rice and manioc 

at home, the school meal includes boiled corn and vegetables. 

Full article (IRIN) 

Madagascar - Navigating Madagascar's pneumonia vaccine roll-out 

22 January 2013 - Even after days on an antibiotic regime, three-month-old Jean Marie Anselme 

struggles to breathe and eat at the Fondation Médical d'Ampasimanjeva, a hospital in Vatovavy-

Fitovinany Region, in southeastern Madagascar. Clement Ranoeliharivelo, a doctor at the hospital, 

told IRIN Jean Marie was suffering from pneumonia; it was the fourth such case he had treated in a 

week. "One of them died. Sometimes the same child comes in twice in a month," he said. "Cases 

increase during the rainy season [from November to April] as the air becomes damp, and mothers 

are often too ignorant or negligent to treat children when they have a cold," he said. In Madagascar, 

pneumonia is responsible for 21 percent of deaths among children under five years old - making it 

the leading cause of death for this age group - followed by malaria, which causes 20 percent of 

under-five deaths, and diarrhoea, which causes 17 percent. According to the Global Alliance for 

Vaccines and Immunization (GAVI), pneumonia and diarrhoea are responsible for about 40 percent 

of deaths globally among children under age five. 

Full article (allAfrica) 

Mali : L'Organisation des Nations Unies autorise le déploiement d'une force 
internationale au Mali 

20 Décembre 2012 - Le Conseil de sécurité des Nations Unies a finalement adopté jeudi à 

l'unanimité une résolution qui autorise, « pour une période initiale d'un an », le déploiement d'une 

force internationale de 3300 soldats au Mali. La résolution 2085, qui ne fixe pas de calendrier précis 

pour le déclenchement d'une offensive au Nord-Mali, a été élaborée par la France, le Royaume-Uni, 

le Maroc et le Togo. L'objectif est de chasser les groupes islamistes extrémistes qui contrôlent cette 

région depuis six mois. Le texte comporte un volet politique appelant Bamako à lancer un « dialogue 

politique pour rétablir pleinement l'ordre constitutionnel », et notamment en organisant des élections 

présidentielles et législatives avant avril 2013. Il demande également aux autorités de transition 

d'engager des négociations avec certains groupes armés, en particulier les Touareg, qui avaient lancé 

l'offensive dans le Nord, avant d'en être évincés par les groupes islamistes armés liés à Al Qaïda. 

Article complet (Radio Canada) 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97144/MADAGASCAR-Funding-gap-threatens-school-lunches
http://allafrica.com/stories/201301221103.html
http://www.radio-canada.ca/nouvelles/International/2012/12/20/012-001-mali-resolution-onu.shtml


Mali - Watchlist on children and armed conflict: update from the field 

In December, the UN Security Council considered the situation in Mali. After the presentation of 

the Report of the Secretary-General on the situation in Mali (S/2012/894), the Council unanimously 

adopted Resolution 2085 on 20 December 2012. The resolution authorizes the deployment for one 

year of the African-led International Support Mission in Mali (AFISMA) under Chapter VII of the 

UN Charter – which allows for the use of force in situations deemed a threat to international peace, 

breaches of the peace, and acts of aggression. However, the resolution calls for submission of the 

specifics of any offensive operation for additional approval in advance of any action taken. Recalling 

the obligations of the malian government and AFISMA to protect civilians, including children, 

resolution 2085 calls for human rights and international law training of both military and police 

within AFISMA and the malian defence and security forces.  

For more information (watchlist on children and armed conflict) 

Mali - Islamists should free child soldiers 

15 January 2013 - Islamist armed groups occupying northern Mali should immediately release all 

child soldiers within their ranks and end the military conscription and use of those under 18, Human 

Rights Watch said today. With France carrying out aerial bombardment since January 11, 2013, to 

block the Islamists from advancing farther south, Human Rights Watch also urged rebel groups to 

remove children immediately from training bases in or near Islamist military installations.  Witnesses 

interviewed by Human Rights Watch by phone since January 8 – when hostilities between the 

Islamist groups and Malian army intensified – described seeing many children, some as young as 12, 

taking active part in the fighting. Witnesses also said that children were staffing checkpoints in areas 

that have come under aerial bombardment by the French or are near active combat zones. The 

Islamic groups – Ansar Dine, the Movement for Unity and Jihad in West Africa (MUJAO), and Al 

Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) – have recruited, trained, and used several hundred children 

in their forces since occupying Northern Mali in April 2012. 

Full article (Human rights watch)  

Mali - L’enquête annoncée par la Cour pénale internationale sur les crimes 
commis durant le conflit est une grande avancée vers la justice 

16 Janvier 2013 - L’ouverture mercredi 16 janvier par la Cour pénale internationale (CPI) d’une 

enquête sur les crimes commis au regard du droit international dans le cadre du conflit qui secoue le 

Mali depuis un an constitue une avancée décisive sur le terrain de la justice pour les victimes, a 

déclaré Amnesty International.  L’annonce, faite par la procureure de la CPI Fatou Bensouda, 

répond à la requête du gouvernement malien en juillet 2012 d’ouvrir une enquête sur des crimes de 

droit international commis depuis le mois de janvier 2012, notamment des exécutions 

extrajudiciaires, des violences sexuelles, des actes de torture, des disparitions forcées et le 

recrutement d’enfants soldats.  « Voici une occasion importante de rendre justice aux victimes de ces 

crimes perpétrés durant l’année écoulée au Mali et d’adresser un message ferme aux auteurs comme 

aux instigateurs de ces actes, à savoir qu’ils ne peuvent pas agir en toute impunité et qu’ils pourront 

être déférés à la justice », a estimé Paule Rigaud, directrice adjointe du programme Afrique 

d’Amnesty International. 

Article complet (Amnesty internationale) 

http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=7137142738107c0dfd820ffe9&id=2ab4505714&e=c9130748a1
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/01/15/mali-islamists-should-free-child-soldiers
http://www.amnesty.org/fr/news/mali-icc-investigation-conflict-crimes-key-step-towards-justice-2013-01-16


Mali - Inquiétudes, rumeurs et soulagement alors que les frappes aériennes se 
poursuivent au Mali 

17 janvier 2013 - L’inquiétude domine et les rumeurs se multiplient au Mali, alors que les frappes 

aériennes de l’armée française contre les militants islamistes se poursuivent dans le centre et le nord 

du pays. Il y a peu d’informations sur le nombre de Maliens qui ont fui les violences ou qui craignent 

d’être pris dans les combats, mais selon le Bureau de la coordination des affaires humanitaires des 

Nations Unies (OCHA), au moins 30 000 personnes ont quitté leur domicile au cours de ces 

derniers jours.  Le Haut Commissariat des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés (HCR) indique que, selon 

des estimations préliminaires, 1 230 Maliens, dont 90 pour cent sont des femmes, auraient trouvé 

refuge au Niger, au Burkina Faso et en Mauritanie. Les Maliens partis de Léré et des villages 

avoisinants se sont réfugiés à l’est de la Mauritanie ; dans le camp de Mangaize (au nord d’Ouallam), 

les villes de Banibangou et de Tillabéry, ainsi que dans la région de Tillia au Niger, dans les camps de 

Damba et de Mentao, ainsi qu’à Bobo Dioulasso, la deuxième plus grande ville du Burkina-Faso. 

Article complet (IRIN) 

Mali - Keep children in Mali out of harm’s way 

18 January 2013 - With military operations ongoing in Mali, UNICEF is calling on commanders of 

all armed forces, groups and militias in Mali to take every possible measure to protect children from 

the impact of hostilities – to stop the recruitment and use of children in their ranks and keep 

children out of harm’s way.  “Commanders are obligated to immediately release any child under the 

age of 18 who is currently associated with their group to minimize children’s exposure to the 

dangers of combat,” said Pernille Ironside, a specialist with Child Protection in Emergencies at 

UNICEF in New York. “The Malian Armed Forces and allies must do their utmost to avoid civilian 

casualties, including women and children,” she added. UNICEF is gravely concerned about children 

being used in fighting. There is a high risk of separation from their families, which can make 

children much more vulnerable to many forms of abuse, including recruitment, sexual abuse, child 

trafficking and other forms of violence against children. 

 For more information (UNICEF) 

Mali - Les enfants impliqués dans les combats au Mali 

20 janvier 2013 - Les enfants jouent un rôle majeur dans l’effort de guerre des islamistes, d’après des 

témoins oculaires et des organisations de défense des droits de l’homme qui ont rapporté que les 

enfants participaient activement aux combats, aux opérations de patrouille, de reconnaissance des 

zones de combats et de gestion des points de contrôle.  Oumar Diakité, un habitant de Konna dans 

la région de Mopti, au centre du Mali, que les groupes islamistes ont tenté d’envahir le 11 janvier, 

déclenchant ainsi l’intervention des forces françaises, a déclaré à IRIN : « De jeunes enfants ont été 

recrutés. Ces enfants sont envoyés en missions de reconnaissance pour récolter des 

renseignements… Et lors des affrontements, ces enfants, souvent de simples élèves coraniques, sont 

placés sur la ligne de front ». Selon un communiqué de Human Rights Watch (HRW) du 15 janvier, 

des témoins ont indiqué que les enfants géraient des points de contrôle dans des zones affectées par 

les bombardements aériens menés par les forces françaises.  

Article complet (IRIN) 

http://www.irinnews.org/fr/Report/97272/Inquiétudes-rumeurs-et-soulagement-alors-que-les-frappes-aériennes-se-poursuivent-au-Mali
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_67576.html
http://www.irinnews.org/fr/Report/97286/Les-enfants-impliqués-dans-les-combats-au-Mali


Mali - More than 7,500 flee new Mali offensive; refugees report food shortages 

22 January 2013 - Almost 7,500 refugees have fled into neighbouring countries since French and 

Malian forces launched a counter-offensive against Islamic militants almost two weeks ago and the 

exodus is continuing.  In Mauritania, 4,208 Malian refugees have arrived since the latest fighting 

began on January 11. After being registered at the Fassala transit centre, they are being transported 

further inland to the Mbera refugee camp, which was already hosting some 55,000 people from 

earlier displacements.  In Niger there are now 1,300 new refugees, mainly from the Menaka and 

Anderamboukane areas. During the same period, Burkina Faso has received 1,829 new refugees. 

These are mainly ethnic Tuaregs and Songhai from the regions of Gossi, Timbuktu, Gao and 

Bambara Maoude.  "To help receive people we have erected two hangars in Inabao, at the border 

with Mali, which is currently the main entry point for new refugees. Our partner, Plan Burkina, has 

also rehabilitated a water pump and has constructed emergency latrines," a UNHCR spokesman, 

Adrian Edwards, said. "In part, this is aimed too at easing any possible tensions with the local 

population," he added.   

Full article (UNHCR) 

Mauritania - Anti-slavery law still tough to enforce 

11 December 2012 - Dozens of slaves have escaped or been liberated since slavery was finally 

criminalized in Mauritania in 2007, but thus far just one slave-owner has been convicted and 

imprisoned, according to anti-slavery campaigners. Non-profit SOS Esclaves which has been 

following slavery cases and supporting ex-slaves for years said they are presented with between one 

and five cases per month. “We have parents coming to search for their children, or other family 

members looking for their brothers, their cousins,” said the organization’s president, Boubacar 

Messaoud. Many cases brought to SOS involve parents who escaped slavery and are now trying to 

free their children. It is easier to track down child slaves as labour laws ban children under age 14 

from working, so there is more ballast to use to free them, said a Western diplomat in the capital, 

Nouakchott. But children rely on their parents’ testimony as they are unable, as minors, to bring a 

case forward themselves.  

Full article (IRIN) 

Mauritania - Refugees face “alarming” malnutrition, mortality rates 

10 January 2013 - In Mbéra refugee camp in eastern Mauritania, home to 55,000 Malians, just under 

one child in five is malnourished, and 4.6 percent are severely malnourished - two to three times the 

national average, according to a just-released November survey by NGO Médecins sans Frontières 

(MSF).Children under five are dying mainly from a combination of malnutrition and malaria, 

respiratory infections and diarrhoea, according to MSF head in Mauritania Karl Nawezi, who 

describes the situation as “alarming and unacceptable”.  Only 70 percent of under-fives have been 

vaccinated against measles, causing concern about further deaths as the combination of measles and 

malnutrition is usually fatal. MSF is calling for an emergency measles vaccination campaign to bring 

coverage up to 95 percent. Mortality rates are high partly because mothers do not bring their 

children to health centres in the camp until they are almost dead, Nawezi told IRIN last month in 

the capital Nouakchott.  

Full article (IRIN) 

http://www.unhcr.org/50feb2966.html
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97016/MAURITANIA-Anti-slavery-law-still-tough-to-enforce
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97016/MAURITANIA-Anti-slavery-law-still-tough-to-enforce
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97217/MAURITANIA-Refugees-face-alarming-malnutrition-mortality-rates


Namibia - 'Struggle Kids' camp again 

21 January 2013 - a group of 'children of the liberation struggle' have been camping outside the 

Swapo regional office at Outapi in the Omusati Region since late last week, demanding employment 

by the government. Their spokesperson, Matilde Ndahafa Amutenya, told The Namibian that they 

got together at Tsandi early on Wednesday morning and marched 35 kilometres to Outapi to hand 

over a petition to the party's regional coordinator, Erkki Endjala, who promised to forward the 

petition to the relevant authorities. In the petition, Amutenya said, they asked the government for 

jobs because they have been without employment for too long. They accuse the Ministry of Youth, 

National Service, Sport and Culture of failing to deliver on its promises of public service jobs made 

when it registered them in 2008 and 2009. 

Full article (The Namibian) 

Nigeria - Disciplining kids – mums vs dads 

19 January 2013 - Disciplining kids is something many consider is a job for both parents. But even at 

that some say mothers do it better whilst others argue that disciplining from fathers are more 

effective. Below are their arguments. A popular line almost everyone is familiar with is "Spear the 

rod and spoil the child". But whose responsibility is it, really, to discipline the child or is it a task 

parents should undertake together? In many homes, parents disagree on the issue of disciplining 

with regards to methods and frequency. Mr. Lawrence Ikuzu said any child who spilled a glass of 

water or tries to negotiate a later bedtime already knows that there is a difference in his/her parents' 

styles of discipline. "In my family when we just started," Ikuzu said, "I was usually quicker to yell or 

to forgive and was more sensitive to appearances and appropriateness. My wife took on another 

approach by being focused on results. It took a long while for me to notice what she was doing and 

how she tried to create a discipline system in the family without us both quarrelling and without our 

sending conflicting messages to our kids. I learnt then how beneficial it is for a child to see his 

parents reach a decision/compromise concerning him." 

Full article (allAfrica) 

Nigeria - Oko Baba fire disaster: 98 children in relief camp 

21 January 2013 - Lagos State Emergency Management Agency, LASEMA, weekend, said no fewer 

than 98 children of Oko Baba fire victims were currently in the Agbowa Relief Camp, where they 

are temporarily being accommodated. It would be recalled that fire gutted the Oko Baba Plank 

Market in Ebutte-Metta, Mainland Local Government Area, early this year and destroyed property 

worth millions of naira, rendering occupants homeless. General Manager of LASEMA, Dr Femi 

Oke-Osanyintolu, during his visit to the camp to assess state of the internally displaced victims who 

had been relocated to the camp, said all 98 children of the victims were discovered to be nutritional 

disadvantaged, according to the agency's findings. He said: "As I mentioned earlier, all these are just 

to provide psychological, emotional and socio-economic relief for them as a result of the hardship 

they must have been going through due to the fire disaster. 

Full article (allAfrica) 

http://www.namibian.com.na/index.php?id=28&tx_ttnews%5btt_news%5d=106288&no_cache=1
http://allafrica.com/stories/201301211750.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201301211683.html


République Démocratique du Congo (RDC): Over 600 schools looted or 
damaged by conflict this year 

10 December 2012 - New clashes in the North Kivu province have more than doubled the total 

number of schools affected by conflict this year to over 600, UNICEF said today. At least 240,000 

students have missed weeks of schooling as a result of the conflict since April. In the aftermath of 

the recent fighting that led to the displacement of more than 130,000 people,  families and  parties 

involved in the conflict have since September, occupied or looted some 250 additional schools in 

North and South Kivu province in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). In past weeks, 

many of those fleeing the violence found refuge in schools that were used as kitchens, canteens, 

dormitories, military barracks or ammunition storage places. In almost all conflict-affected 

classrooms, school furniture has been partially damaged or totally destroyed. Textbooks and school 

benches have even been used as firewood. However, now children and teachers are slowly going 

back to school. UNICEF announced that children started receiving new school kits distributed by 

local partners last week. 

Full article (UNICEF press center) 

RDC : Congolese rebel leader acquitted in Court's second case 

18 December 2012 – The International Criminal Court’s (ICC) acquittal on December 18, 2012, of a 

Congolese rebel leader on all charges should re-energize efforts to prosecute others for atrocities in 

the Democratic Republic of Congo.  The three judges of Trial Chamber II of the International 

Criminal Court found insufficient evidence to establish “beyond reasonable doubt” that Mathieu 

Ngudjolo Chui was responsible for war crimes and crimes against humanity during an attack on the 

village of Bogoro in the Democratic Republic of Congo’s Ituri district, in February 2003. That attack 

was the trial’s sole focus.  “The acquittal of Ngudjolo leaves the victims of Bogoro and other 

massacres by his forces without justice for their suffering,” said Géraldine Mattioli-Zeltner, 

international justice advocacy director at Human Rights Watch. “The ICC prosecutor needs to 

strengthen its investigations of those responsible for grave crimes in Ituri, including high-ranking 

officials in Congo, Rwanda, and Uganda who supported the armed groups fighting there.”  

Ngudjolo was the former chief of staff of the Front for National Integration (FNI), an armed group 

largely made up of combatants from the Lendu ethnic group.  

Full article (Human rights watch) 

RDC - Watchlist on children and armed conflict says 

There are many stories of violence – especially against women and children - that we do not hear 

about. In eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), villages are raided. Women and girls are 

raped and need immediate medical assistance, but health facilities are distant and scarce. Boys and 

girls are abducted and used as soldiers or porters. Girls are forced to be cooks and wives. These 

villages are isolated and the violations go unreported. One of the major challenges the humanitarian 

community faces in responding to human rights violations is access. Humanitarians need access to 

information about the violations, and access to the victims who need assistance. In a country the 

size of Western Europe, with large swathes of impenetrable jungle, poor infrastructure, and 

rambling armed groups, attacks can go unreported for months.  

For more information  (Watchlist) 

http://www.unicef.org/media/media_66599.html
http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/12/18/icc-congolese-rebel-leader-acquitted-court-s-second-case
http://watchlist.org/


RDC - Security council action in efforts against conflict-related sexual violence 

8 January 2013 – The United Nations official dealing with conflict-related sexual violence today 

welcomed the Security Council’s imposition of sanctions on two armed groups active in the eastern 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) – the Forces Démocratiques pour la Libération du 

Rwanda (FDLR) and 23 March Movement (M23).  “The Security Council’s sanctions committee for 

the DRC has led the way in focusing on crimes of sexual violence,” the Secretary-General’s Special 

Representative on Sexual Violence in Conflict, Zainab Hawa Bangura, added in a news release.  “I 

also welcome the designation of Lt. Col. Eric Badege and Jean-Marie Lugerero Runinga of M23 for 

serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law,” she continued.  On the last 

day of 2012, the Security Council’s so-called ‘1533 Committee’ added the FDLR and the M23 – as 

well as Lt. Col. Badege and Mr. Runinga – to its list of individuals and entities subject to sanctions.  

The Committee is named after the Council’s resolution 1533. Agreed on in 2004, the resolution 

deals with sanctions including an arms embargo which applies to non-governmental entities and 

individuals operating in DRC and which are not part of the Government’s integrated army or police 

units, as well as targeted travel and financial sanctions against individuals or entities that have 

violated the embargo or are otherwise designated.   

Full article (UN news center) 

Rwanda - Prime minister Habumuremyi urges children to fight drug abuse 

20 January 2013 - The Prime Minister Pierre Damiene Habumuremyi yesterday called upon children 

to own up and also play a role in the fight against drug abuse. This was during the 8th National 

Children's Summit that was held yesterday at parliament under the theme; "The role of children in 

attaining their dignity." Speaking during the summit, Habumuremyi emphasised the danger of 

abusing drugs and urged children not to ruin their lives and future through drug abuse. He narrated 

to them real life stories of a number of bright children who were living good lives and attending 

good schools but whose lives were destroyed because of drug abuse."If you want to uphold your 

dignity, then you should shun drug abuse and help other children who are already involved in this 

harmful act. Children too have a role to play in this fight and we have now given you the task to play 

your role so that together we can end the challenge of drug abuse," he said. 

Full article (The Times) 

Rwanda - Teenagers should discover their hidden talents 

23 January 2013 - I believe nothing beats the joy of having a certain talent. A talent is a natural 

ability for doing a particular activity perfectly. To be talented is to be very good at something. 

Everyone is born with a natural talent but the fact is not everyone knows how to use and perfect it. 

What is common is that most people don’t even know they are talented in one way or another and  I 

believe what lacks the most is the ability to recognise those talents. Talent prevails when it is 

combined with commitment; unless commitment is present, all that’s left is hope with no plan and 

this is commonly among teenagers. There is a lot of hidden talent in teenagers today but if not 

discovered, it could easily slip away. 

Full article (The Times) 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=43890
http://allafrica.com/stories/201301210351.html
http://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/index.php?a=63135&i=15246


Sierra Leone - Diamonds lure children out of school 

6 December 2012 - Sierra Leone’s diamonds fuelled the 1991-2002 civil war, and are now boosting 

economic growth, but at the same time they are keeping thousands of children out of school. At a 

mine resembling a lunar landscape outside Koidu town in Kono Region - the diamond mining 

heartland in northeastern Sierra Leone - thousands of young men dig and shovel gravel in search of 

the precious stone. “I had to support my family so I dropped out of school. When I could not find a 

job in my home town I came here,” said 21-year-old Mumuni Diallo, who arrived in the mining 

fields when he was 17. “I am very tired. I have been digging this pit for months, but so far I have 

found nothing. Still, in mining, every day is a new possibility,” said Diallo, explaining that he was 

lured by tales of people striking riches. 

Full article  (IRIN) 

Somalia - Illegal migration on the rise in Somaliland 

3 December 2012 - More youths from the self-declared republic of Somaliland are illegally migrating 

from the region, mainly due to a lack of jobs, traveling through Ethiopia, Sudan and Libya on their 

way to Europe, say officials. “There is no exact data, but we estimate that in the last three months of 

2011, only 150 youth [illegally migrated], compared to this year's last three months, [in which the 

number was] 300 to 350 persons,". Said Omar, youth department director at Somaliland's Ministry 

of Youth and Sports, told IRIN. About 150 Somaliland youths were repatriated back  between 

January and November 2011, after Ethiopian authorities captured them along the Ethiopian-Sudan 

border; by comparison, 200 youths were repatriated in the first 11 months of 2012, according to 

Somaliland immigration officials in the border town of Tog-Wajale, along the Ethiopia-Somaliland 

border. 

Full article  (IRIN) 

Somalia - UN special representative Zerrougui concerned about children killed 
by African Union peacekeepers in Somalia 

18 January 2013 - The Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 

Conflict, Ms. Leila Zerrougui is deeply concerned about the killing of several children during military 

operations by the African Union peacekeepers (AMISOM) in Somalia’s Lower Shabelle region on 

Tuesday. The same day of the event, Major General Salvatore Harushimana, acting AMISOM Force 

Commander, committed to open an investigation on the facts and circumstances which led to the 

incident. “I welcome the proactive stance taken by AMISOM to acknowledge the tragedy and to 

open a thorough and timely investigation. I hope that this examination will result in concrete 

measures to prevent further violations.” “I also urge the African Union to further strengthen its 

efforts to minimize child casualties in their operations and to respect their obligations under 

international humanitarian law. My Office stands ready to provide the necessary support in this 

regard, if requested,” Ms. Leila Zerrougui said.  

Full article (UN) 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96982/SIERRA-LEONE-Diamonds-lure-children-out-of-school
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96948/SOMALIA-Illegal-migration-on-the-rise-in-Somaliland
http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-releases/un-special-representative-zerrougui-concerned-about-children-killed-by-african-union-peacekeepers-in-somalia/


South Africa - Nightmarishly difficult for some refugee children to go to school  

23 January 3013 - More than 20 refugees' children in Cape Town could not be enrolled in schools 

early this year due to the lack of asylum documents. The refugees have approached several schools 

in Western Cape but were turned down. Williams Phiri stays in Capricorn; he has three children aged 

six, twelve and sixteen. In 2012 his children were not able to attend school because they lacked 

permits. Phiri has been to the Department of Home Affairs, Foreshore, in Cape Town and was told 

to return the following day. When he returned he was told that the manager was in a meeting and 

unavailable for consultation. Phiri said that he had to let his children skip their normal grades this 

year. When his children were finally accepted to fill the school’s vacancies the six-year-old, who was 

supposed to start in grade 1, was put into grade 2. The twelve-year-old who was supposed to go to 

grade 7 was sent back to grade 5. The sixteen-year-old was supposed to be in grade 9 but was sent to 

grade 7. This, according to Phiri, was all due to lack of space in the appropriate grades. Fungai Msipa 

from Brooklyn said she had obtained a work permit during the Zimbabwe Dispensation Programme 

in September 2010.  

Full article (Ground-Up) 

South Africa - Hockey coach Gloria 

23 January 2013 - Gloria Nobuntu Baartman is a simple girl with the dream of watching kids in her 

community grow to love hockey. They will not regret the the co-operative spirit and physical 

expression they learn to enjoy. It is truly passion for her community and her love of sport that drives 

this inspirational woman. Gloria is a somewhat reserved person, she is humble and soft spoken. She 

is the kind of person you would only hear good remarks about. Her actions speak louder than her 

words. Throughout the interview I could sense a genuine passion when she spoke about her hockey 

kids. Gloria grew up in the Langa township, went to Wendermere Primary and afterwards to 

Kensington High School. She went on to study marketing at Cape Peninsula University of 

Technology (CPUT). While discovering her true calling she participated in many other sporting 

codes ranging from netball and long distance track running to cricket and ballroom dancing. She 

started paying hockey in 1998, for Langa Hockey Club.  

Full article (Ground-Up) 

South Africa – Democratic Alliance (DA) welcomes South African Human 
Rights Commissio decision to investigate Child Protection Register failure 

21 January 2013 - The DA has received confirmation that the South African Human Rights 

Commission (HRC) will investigate the failure of government departments to implement the Child 

Protection Register (CPR). The investigation is a result of a formal submission to the HRC by the 

DA on 7 August 2012 to request an investigation into the failure of the Department of Social 

Development to implement Part A and Part B of the CPR. The CPR falls under the ambit of the 

Children’s Act. Its purpose is to protect children from people found to have abused or neglected a 

child, and who have been deemed unsuitable to work with children.  The CPR is meant to list all 

people deemed unsuitable to work with children as a result of previous convictions for child abuse – 

with the responsibility of updating the list falling to the National Departments of Social 

Development and Justice and Constitutional Development 

Full article (DA) 

http://www.groundup.org.za/content/nightmarishly-difficult-some-refugee-children-go-school
http://www.groundup.org.za/content/hockey-coach-gloria
http://www.da.org.za/newsroom.htm?action=view-news-item&id=11723&da_province=468


South Sudan - Women and children bear brunt of Jonglei violence 

5 December 2012 - Women and children are increasingly being caught up in violent attacks related 

to cattle rustling and inter-communal rivalries in South Sudan’s Jonglei State, say officials.“We know 

that Jonglei has a history of being a violent state, but primarily we are seeing an increase in women 

and children being caught up in it,” said Chris Lockyear, Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) 

operational manager. MSF has released a new report, South Sudan’s Hidden Crisis, highlighting 

insecurity in the area. It is based on medical data from the organization’s six health centres in Jonglei 

and over 100 testimonies from patients and staff taken between January and September.  One 

patient, a 55-year-old woman, told MSF: “On the day of the attack… they set [huts] on fire and 

threw children in the fire. I collected the children to run away but, because I am old, I cannot run 

fast and they killed the children... If the child can run, they will shoot them with the gun. If they are 

small and cannot run, they will kill them with a knife.” 

Full article (IRIN) 

South Sudan - Women without men vulnerable in South Sudan's refugee 
camps 

16 January 2013 - Mahasa sits in the dust outside the hut she built herself, holding her youngest son 

in her arms.  The 29-year-old mother of four knows how vulnerable she is. "I'm scared," she said.  

Mahasa is one of many women who have fled, unaccompanied by their husbands, to Maban County 

in South Sudan's Upper Nile State, escaping the fighting in Sudan's Blue Nile State between 

government forces and the rebel Sudan People's Liberation Movement-North. Mahasa’s husband is 

still in Blue Nile, fighting alongside the rebels. The Danish Refugee Council released a sexual and 

gender-based violence rapid assessment of Doro in October 2012. "Adult women and adolescent 

girls recounted cases of rape, attempted rape, sexual abuse and harassment," the assessment states. It 

also found that many instances of sexual and gender-based violence went unreported due to fears of 

stigmatization. Indeed, the assessment noted that healthcare providers in Doro camp had not had a 

single instance of rape reported to them since the beginning of 2012. 

Full article (IRIN) 

Swaziland - Child brides - Abuse group speaks out 

17 January 2013 - The Swaziland Action Group Against Abuse (SWAGAA) has criticized 

traditionalists in the kingdom who insist that underage girls can be made to marry. The group says 

most of these so-called marriages are forced on the girl and sometimes it happens after she has been 

raped or fallen pregnant. SWAGAA was reacting after media reported King Mswati III’s right-hand 

man Timothy Velabo (TV) Mtetwa said it was acceptable for girls aged 15 to take part in traditional 

marriage known as kwendzisa if their parents agreed and the child wanted to.  Mtetwa said this 

knowing that in 2012 the Children’s Protection and Welfare Act was passed in Swaziland which 

made it illegal to engage in sexual relationships with girls under the age of 18. In September 2012, he 

was reported saying traditionalists would apply for a review of the Act if it was felt to collide with 

Swazi customs and traditions.  Mtetwa, who is Ludzidzini Governor and popularly known as the 

‘traditional prime minister’ of Swaziland, is considered in the kingdom, ruled by King Mswati III, 

sub-Saharan Africa’s last absolute monarch, to be the ultimate authority on traditional law and 

custom in the kingdom. 

Full article (Swazi media center) 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96972/SOUTH-SUDAN-Women-and-children-bear-brunt-of-Jonglei-violence
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97260/Women-without-men-vulnerable-in-South-Sudan-s-refugee-camps
http://www.swazimedia.blogspot.ca/search/label/children


Swaziland – Kids who commit no crime locked up 

3 December 2013 - Children in Swaziland are being locked up in juvenile detention, even though 

they have committed no crime. And, Isaiah Mzuthini Ntshangase, Swaziland’s Correctional Services 

Commissioner, is encouraging parents to send their ‘unruly children’ to the facility if they think they 

are badly behaved. Ntshangase was speaking at the open day of the Juvenile Industrial School at the 

Mdutshane Correctional Institution. He told the Times Sunday newspaper in Swaziland, ‘Noticing 

the strife that parents go through when raising some of their children who are unruly, we decided to 

open our doors to assist them.’ The school not only corrected offenders but assisted ‘in the fight 

against crime by rooting out elements from a tender age’, the newspaper reported him saying. The 

children ‘will be locked up, rehabilitated and integrated back to society’, the Times reported. The 

school accommodates pupils who were both in conflict with the law as well as delinquents, the 

Times said. There are presently 279 children locked up. Although the newspaper did not say so, this 

means children who have committed no crime and have not been sentenced by the courts are locked 

up alongside criminals and treated as if they had broken the law.  

Full article (Swazi media center) 

Tanzania: The path to hope- Congolese refugee adolescent girls in Nyarugusu 
refugee camp 

The Women’s Refugee Commission (WRC) completed a research mission to Nyarugusu Refugee 

Camp in Tanzania in October 2012. The purpose was to gain understanding of Congolese refugee 

adolescent girls’ protection and empowerment needs; learn what existing program and community-

based strategies appear to serve them; appraise gaps in services from girls’ perspectives; and identify 

potential local partners that could implement a pilot program focused on enhancing girls’ safety. 

The WRC met with UN and civil society agencies working with refugees in Dar es Salaam and in the 

Kigoma Region (where Nyarugusu Refugee Camp is situated) to learn about the operational context. 

We then met with refugee girls, boys, women and men, as well as agency staff and refugee incentive 

social workers, to learn how we can enable refugee adolescent girls to become resilient, self-reliant, 

healthy young women and leaders in their families and communities. We completed the assessment 

with a debriefing workshop in Nyarugusu with service provider agencies, UN High Commissioner 

for Refugees (UNHCR) staff and members of the refugee communities to discuss some approaches 

that could potentially work as a pilot project. 

Full report (Women’s refugee commission) 

Tanzania - Tanzanian prisons filled with minor offenders 

22 January 2013 - A parliamentary committee charged with investigating the state of Tanzania's 

prisons found that 90% of prisoners are unemployed youth facing minor charges, committee 

chairman Edward Lowassa said on Monday (January 21st).Lowassa advocated the use of case flow 

management to address the prisoners' cases in a timelier manner, Tanzania's The Guardian reported. 

"These departments must consolidate their work and collaborate instead of every department 

working individually and as a result delaying through bureaucracy and inefficiency," he said.He said 

it is dangerous for the country to keep people imprisoned on minor charges for extended periods of 

time, especially when 23% face what he called "very minor cases". 

Full article (Sabahi) 

http://www.swazimedia.blogspot.ca/search/label/children
http://womensrefugeecommission.org/
http://sabahionline.com/en_GB/articles/hoa/articles/newsbriefs/2013/01/22/newsbrief-03


Uganda - Peace restored, but northern children still struggle 

9 January 2013 - It has been years since northern Uganda's children had to troop to town centres at 

night for safety from abduction by the rebel Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), and most have moved 

on from the crowded displacement camps where they were born. But while they can sleep at night 

and look forward to a peaceful future, their lives are rarely easy. Over the course of the 20-year-war 

between the government and the LRA, an estimated 30,000 children were abducted from their 

homes to serve as fighters, porters and sex slaves and baby-sitters. "It was a terrible period I will 

never forget. It was a life of total fear, knowing that anytime you could go [get killed or abducted]," 

20-year-old Welsy Ajok told IRIN. "That period [2002-2004], I and couple of other children slept in 

the streets of [Gulu] town on the bare floor at the shop veranda... Sometimes we heard the gunshots 

of the rebels raiding the vicinity of the town in the night." Today, Ajok lives 24km south of Gulu 

Town, in the village of Patek. She rides a bike to school every morning, after bringing her two 

children - ages two and five - to an early childhood development centre. 

Full article (IRIN) 

Uganda - Rehabilitation centre for Uganda’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
returnees to close 

18 January 2013 - One of the only two remaining reception centres in northern Uganda helping 

reintegrate former members of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) is threatened with closure. This 

would greatly reduce psychosocial support available to those directly involved - often as a result of 

abduction - in one of Africa’s longest-running conflicts. “We are considering closing our reception 

centre by March this year, but we hope to continue supporting these children outside the centre and 

other communities in [the] north through our child protection, health, education and livelihood 

programs ,” Paddy Mugalula, World Vision’s programme manager in Gulu, told IRIN. Since 1994, 

the two rehabilitation centres, the World Vision Reception Centre and the Gulu Support the 

Children Organization (GUSCO), have attended to some 25,000 abductees and former fighters, 

according to their managers. They are the only centres still in operation, out of an initial six. 

Full article (IRIN) 

Zimbabwe: Is Zimbabwe's education sector on the road to recovery 

24 January 2013 - Zimbabwe's education system, once regarded as the finest on the continent, was a 

casualty of the country's economic meltdown in the 2000s, when it nearly collapsed - but lately there 

have been signs of recovery. The education malaise was widely blamed on hyperinflation, which 

made teachers’ salaries worthless and funding for school materials and maintenance impossible.  

But with economic reforms of 2009 and the establishment of a donor funding mechanism, the 

school system is seeing modest, gradual improvement. Still, vast challenges - from poor 

infrastructure to teacher shortages - remain. David Coltart, the education minister, told IRIN that 

the country's education crisis actually predates hyperinflation.  "Contrary to what many people think, 

the downward spiral began long before hyperinflation occurred. It started with the sector not getting 

as much as it got during the first 10 years of independence" 

Full article (IRIN) 

 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97206/UGANDA-Peace-restored-but-northern-children-still-struggle
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97276/Rehabilitation-centre-for-Uganda-s-LRA-returnees-to-close
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/97324/Is-Zimbabwe-s-education-sector-on-the-road-to-recovery

