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Introduction:
Background and Context of this Review

In spite of international commitment to the eradication of all practices associated with the sexual exploitation of and sale and traffic in children, there is little comprehensive data on the extent, mechanisms or root causes. Research has thus far been largely exploratory, to a great extent using data generated from secondary sources, most frequently from journalism and non governmental organisations, whether these have a campaigning or welfare orientation. There is an urgent need for more systematic and global knowledge of the nature and incidence of the problem, including an understanding of the cultural, social and economic contexts in which it arises and flourishes and the development of typologies and categories that can be of use not only in developing appropriate conceptual frameworks and methods of research but also eventually in policy formulation and programme development by national and international bodies. It is also clear that there is a critical need to develop operational definitions that will capture the phenomena involved in the commercial sexual exploitation of children, so that they can be measured, monitored and combatted. 

Structure of the research 

The research on which this review is based took place at the request of UNICEF Headquarters, New York, Children in Especially Difficult Circumstances Section as a background document for the Congress against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, held in Stockholm 25-31 August, 1996. Researchers were based at the Centre for Family Research, University of Cambridge, which is a Key Institution of Childwatch International, an international network of child research institutes and researchers. The researchers were thus able to take advantage of an existing structure of monthly child research seminars and the expertise of a number of children's rights, child labour and child sexual exploitation researchers working in the university as well as of the Childwatch International Indicators for Children's Rights Project, which is also based at the Centre for Family Research; 

The research team members were Judith Ennew, Kusum Gopal, Janet Heeran and Heather Montgomery, with a peer review group consisting of Professor Jean La Fontaine, Dr Virginia Morrow, Professor Marilyn Strathern, Dr Christopher Williams, and the Director of the Centre for Family Research, Dr Martin Richards. 

A mid-term Consultation, held in the University of Cambridge, was attended by Dr Virginia Morrow (Senior Research Associate, Centre for Family Research), Dr Sophie Day (Department of Anthropology, Goldsmith's College, University of London), Dr Alicia Fentiman (Centre of African Studies, University of Cambridge), Einar Hanssen (Norwegian Centre for Child Research, University of Trondheim), Rachel Hinton (Department of Social Anthropology, University of Cambridge), Alka Gurung (Department of Social Anthropology, University of Cambridge), Professor Jean La Fontaine (Emeritus Professor, London School of Economics), Brian Milne (Defence for Children International, U.K. Section), Angela Penrose (Save the Children U.K., Overseas Research Department), Dr Frances Pine (Department of Social Anthropology, University of Cambridge), Professor Marilyn Strathern (Department of Social Anthropology, University of Cambridge), Dr Helen Watson, (Department of Social Anthropology, University of Cambridge), Dr Christopher Williams (Global Security Programme, University of Cambridge). It is worth mentioning that those present at the Consultation have expertise in various aspects of the social sciences including studies of women, children, gender and prostitution, as well as direct research experience in (inter alia) Nepal, UK, India, West Africa, South Africa, East Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, Thailand, Vietnam, Papua New Guinea, Netherlands, Sri Lanka, Norway, Poland and Egypt. Papers from the Consultation were also shared with Andrew Bainham, Dr Jo Boyden, Dr Charlie Davison, Dr Michael Edwards, Richard Fentiman, Dr Angie Hart, Edda Ivan-Smith, Dr Ziba Mir-Husseini, Dr Martin Richards and Philip Van Haeke. 

This edition of the review includes materials developed during three days of workshops immediatley preceding the Congress Against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of children, in which the team members were joined by Mark Connolly of UNICEF Headquarters, New York, Children in Especially Difficult Circumstances Section. 

The researchers are thus grateful for the invaluable support and guidance of a number of individuals given when investigating, structuring and writing this review. Nevertheless, as authors they bear responsibility both for the opinions expressed and for any errors or omissions. 


Objectives and scope

The objectives of the research were to: 

€Map the discourse of the commercial sexual exploitation of children, showing the main ideas in operation and the main organisational and geographical contexts in which they arise; 

€Map the data showing what data are available, their strengths and weaknesses, together with a critique of methods and assumptions; 

€Describe the context of the production and reproduction of knowledge in this field; 

€Discuss the implications of the current state of discourses and data and their potential for future work, particularly in the area of measurement. 


In order to develop the most useful and systematic research typologies and methods, the literature review team considered in the first instance the widest possible range of reported occurrences of the sexual exploitation of and sale and traffic in children for sexual purposes. These included: 

€prostitution
€pornography
€marriage broking
€sex tourism
€cultural practices such as devadasi
€adoption and fostering of older children
€sexual abuse in institutional settings
€sexual abuse of domestic servants 

Literature from appropriate sources in major European languages was searched using both electronic and manual data bases. Some literature was not located and other material was located but could not be accessed in the time available. One major set of literature that was not addressed in detail was the official discourse of governments, inter-governmental organisations and of the Congress Against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children itself. Further major lacunae in the research process were materials from Francophone countries and information about Islamic nations. 


Structure of the review 

In the first instance, data were collected and examined on a regional basis. The team members met regularly to review progress and consider the conceptual and theoretical issues raised by material collected and read. Monthly team seminars, attended by members of the peer review group, developed specific themes addressing definitional and methodological issues. At the mid-term Consultation, the research team specifically requested advice on: 

€Identifying phenomena and defining concepts. This was not to say that it was intended to develop 'concepts for all time' but rather to find operational concepts that might be used for the purposes of research and measurement. 

€Deepening their critical review of the literature. Although new references were welcomed, the team had discovered that, in general, data are too weak in this field to justify further literature searches. On the contrary, it was felt necessary to pinpoint the reasons why these data are so poor and also to consider the manner in which they are produced. 

€Ideas about the most productive routes to follow in order to clear a path for work to measure and monitor the commercial sexual exploitation of children. In this respect, the expert group was asked for advice about the most useful concepts to define, the background literature most appropriate for this purpose and the most productive areas to research in more depth. 

This current review is structured on the basis of the lively discussion that took place at the Consultation. The most important single factor in the structure is the fact that the original approach, which had been to review literature on a regional basis, was abandoned in favour of using the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child as a universal conceptual framework that can be applied to all regions, bearing in mind the requirement to be cognisant of and sensitive to cultural differences. 

The review thus consists of two parts. In the first, after a consideration of the problems raised by taking a regional perspective, the relevant articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child are explored with respect to some of the phenomena to which they refer, the concepts that capture these phenomena, the data that will be required to measure them and the potential for constructing a system of indicators for monitoring not only the current situation with respect to the commercial sexual exploitation of children, but also the impact of interventions aimed to prevent and eradicate it, as well as to rehabilitate those children who have been and are involved. The second part of the review consists of an annotated bibliography, organised on a regional basis, with brief introductory essays overviewing the main themes encountered in each region, cultural aspects and some consideration of the type and quality of data represented. The works included in the bibliography represent those most pertinent to the themes of this review, but do not give a comprehensive account of the totality of literature consulted. 

Perhaps the most significant aspect of the review is the relative lack of coverage of the topic of pornography. On the advice of the experts at the Consultation the research team decided to concentrate their efforts for this background document for the Congress Against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children on the topic of children and prostitution. This decision was taken for purely practical time considerations. However, the choice of title, 'Children and Prostitution' was not arbitrary. This was chosen in order to aid conceptualisation of the entire topic, avoiding the narrower scope of terms such as child prostitute and child sex worker as well as the problems of using phrases such as 'commercial sexual exploitation' in certain cultural contexts, particularly in Africa. 


Definitions 

The definitions with which the research team began were those common in international human rights circles. They were not necessarily regarded as the most pertinent within the scope of this study and, as the text will show, considerable adaptation occurred in the course of conceptualising a new framework that is not bound to regional discourses. Nevertheless, the following definitions were used as a guide for the purpose of data collection: 

"Child" was used as defined by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, Article 1 as "every human being below the age of 18 years unless, under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier".


With respect to child prostitution and pornography the point of departure was taken from Vitit Muntarbhorn, then United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, at the 48th Session of the United Nations Human Rights Commission, 1992: 

"'Child Prostitution' refers to the sexual exploitation of a child for remuneration in cash or in kind, usually but not always organized by an intermediary (parent, family member, procurer, teacher, etc.)" 

"The term 'child pornography' refers to the visual or audio depiction of a child for the sexual gratification of the user, and involves the production, distribution and/or use of such material."

It should be noted that, whereas this definition of 'The Child' has been adopted by the United Nations General Assembly as integral to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (adopted 1989, entered into force 1990), the definitions given by the former Special Rapporteur on Sale of Children are simply part of his first report to the UN Human Rights Commission -- they are thus not official UN definitions. 

For the purpose of data collection, 'commercial sexual exploitation' was distinguished from sexual abuse, by the fact that some pecuniary advantage is achieved by some party to sexual activity. Pecuniary advantage is understood in the wider sense that includes cash and kind so long as there is some means of accounting in monetary terms. Sexual activity is not limited to penetrative sex, or even to genital sexual activities. Moreover, as stated above, and in common with the definitions of child and child prostitution, the conceptual and theoretical work carried out for the review resulted in considerable modification of this definition. 

Part I

	

The stars were still out in the field,

and the child prostitutes plied their trade,

the only happy ones, having learned how unhappiness sticks

and will not risk being traded in for a song or a balloon.
John Ashbery, And the stars were shining, New York, Farrar, Strauss, Giroux, 1994, p. 76




1. Current Literature and its Consequences 

The research began with a review of available literature, organised on a regional basis. This had two justifications. In the first place, there appears to be no universal structure of ideas informing discussions on the commercial sexual exploitation of children, which is dispersed among a variety of agencies with a number of disparate objectives and activities varying from law and advocacy to welfare, and even arguments in favour of paedophilia. In the second place, it was clear that certain aspects dominate the discourse in specific regions of the world. The research thus began with a twofold purpose, examining existing discourses for what they might provide in the way of well argued, internally-consistent structures of ideas. In this respect, it has to be made clear from the outset that by 'discourse' we mean clearly distinguishable sets of ideas, publications, speeches and other social products that inform and construct the way people think and act. Any discourse on child commercial sexual exploitation will be related to other discourses -- on childhood, sexuality, exploitation and prostitution, for example. It will produce and reproduce these ideas in ways that tend to reinforce current structures of power and hierarchy. The first task for this review, therefore, was to examine not simply the evidence about the commercial sexual exploitation of children but, more importantly, how it is being produced, reproduced and presented. 


1.1. The regional approach 

South East Asia, particularly Thailand and the Philippines, is the key to any discussion of the commercial sexual exploitation of children because it was the situation in this area in the past two decades that raised public awareness of the commercial sexual exploitation of children and mobilised public opinion against 'child sex tourists'. The discourse derived from these two countries has set the parameters and tone of the debate. The issues debated with respect to Thailand and the Philippines have become key to the global discussion of child prostitution to the extent that it is impossible to talk about commercial sexual exploitation without reference to them. Thailand and the Philippines have provided much of the mythology and iconography of the commercial sexual exploitation of children so that it is important to look at these two countries in detail in order to understand the origins and the boundaries of the issue. 


The role of non-governmental organisations (NGOs), in particular End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism (ECPAT), in raising awareness cannot be underestimated. It is they who first brought the issue to public attention, set the agenda and have continued to dominate the debate. Although the countries for which they mainly campaign are Thailand and the Philippines, they are also concerned with Sri Lanka, Taiwan and Korea. Their work is widely disseminated through both the Western media and national English language press. These NGOs also publish articles widely in the popular press and ECPAT is responsible for two influential books, The Child and the Tourist (O'Grady, 1992) and The Rape of the Innocent (O'Grady, 1994), popular paperbacks designed to appeal to a non-specialist audience. Drawing on ECPAT's success, other groups now campaign against child prostitution but ECPAT remains a central information source. It is rare to find an article on child sexual exploitation in a Western newspaper that does not make reference to ECPAT. 

The content of this information follows predictable formulae. A typical example would be a case study of a very young girl forced or tricked into a brothel where she is obliged to service 20 customers a night for very low remuneration. In the story she will be rescued by a welfare agency and sent back to her village, only to discover that she has contracted HIV and will shortly die. It will be stated or implied that it is demand from Western men that causes her to become a prostitute. Aspects of degradation and abuse are repeatedly emphasised, as is the youth of the girl. The language used is often emotive. For example, one report describes 'the lifeless body of an eight year old child, left in a Saigon hotel room after a night of sexual abuse' (ECPAT Newsletter, 1995), while a campaigner told the press 'I still remember vividly the tears in the eyes of the child rescued from a Bangkok brothel who told me how she begged a customer not to harm her, only to have her pleas mercilessly rejected' (Bangkok Post 6/10/93). 

In the current campaigning literature, both within South East Asia and in the West, the image of child commercial sexual exploitation is of small children being sought out and exploited by Western tourists. Much press coverage now is concerned with finding and punishing these men (and it is assumed that all sex tourists are male in this geographical region, even though there are reports of female sex tourists in other areas). Yet around the slums of the port of Klong Toey in Bangkok, men who cannot not afford a 'real' (meaning fully grown) woman will find a young girl a reasonable substitute because she is cheaper and easier to control. While this is an aspect of child prostitution that many campaigning groups in Asia would prefer to ignore, it is likely that the majority of young prostitutes are not found in the bars of Bangkok or Manila but in the brothels in the rural areas or the back streets of cities. In many local brothels in Thailand and the Philippines, younger women are said to be prized for their innocence and freshness, while girls even younger are prized for their cheapness (Ennew, 1986; Black, 1994). Even among the better-off Thai men, there is a marked preference for younger girls. A 1994 survey conducted among students, office workers, and residents of a slum area, to assess the impact of HIV on children found that the most desirable age for prostitutes is under 18: 'Many males felt that child prostitutes between 15 and 18 were more desirable than adults, but that it was wrong to sleep with younger ones (under 14)' (Sittitrai and Brown 1994, p. 4). 

In other parts of South East Asia, although the discourse is not as influential on the world stage, the issue is also often constructed on the basis of the idea of the foreign male exploiter. There is less information on Vietnam, Cambodia and China but these three countries share the language of 'social evil', which is behaviour or ideas that are contrary to and damaging for national culture. Child prostitution, like AIDS, is described as a problem imported from other cultures, not always the West, or considered in terms of trafficking so that Vietnamese girls, for example, are forced across the border to Cambodia or China without any acknowledgement of indigenous prostitution. China however, adds another component to the picture. Chinese girls are said to be the victims of traffickers, especially young girls from the Yunan region (Centre for the Protection of Children's Rights, 1991) but Chinese men, rather than foreigners, are often blamed for the problem. It is also repeatedly claimed that Chinese men will pay to have penetrative sex with a virgin because this is believed to be a cure for AIDS (Muntabhorn, 1992; O'Grady, 1992; 1994). This is a common assertion in the literature worldwide, even though there is no ethnographic evidence to prove it. In Vietnam and Cambodia in particular, anti-Chinese feeling leads to the repetition of this notion (Thang, 1996). 

In addition to the accounts of NGOs and journalists, a relatively small amount of information is produced by anthropologists and sociologists who have worked on limited research projects (Truong, 1982; 1986; 1990; Hantrakul, 1983; Muecke, 1992; Mccaughy & Hou, 1994; Care, 1994; Lie, 1995). The resulting articles and books are concerned with the cultural background, particularly religion and societal norms that can be predisposing factors in encouraging or discouraging children to become prostitutes. In this respect a major issue is the apparent religious sanction given to prostitution by Buddhist values, which stress models of duty and sacrifice for children especially for girls. One argument is that by supporting her family through prostitution a girl gains merit rather than bringing shame on herself and her family, a justification that is frequently manipulated in some areas of the literature. However, these texts are usually published in the academic Western press, with a relatively small circulation among other academics. 

One problem in the NGO literature is that the academic literature seems to be largely ignored or unknown. In addition, within the mainstream, campaigning literature, certain categories become blurred. Thus it is a feature of the reporting that: 

€child prostitutes are often by implication only girls; 

€pre-pubertal and post-pubertal children are often included in the numbers given for child prostitutes along with young women over the age of 18 years; 

€numbers given for Western tourist clients are confused with numbers of Western tourists as a whole, with no account given of local clients; 

€within the undifferentiated category of child prostitute, the origins of child prostitutes are hidden, obscuring aspects of origin, such as ethnic or socio-economic factors. 


A second major geographical focus is South Asia -- India, Nepal, Sri Lanka and, to a lesser extent, Bangladesh and Pakistan. This has three components, the girl child, religious prostitution and trafficking for sexual purposes. The idea of the girl child arose largely through Indian attempts to assign a special space in social philosophy and policy to girls (Williams, 1991). 1990 was named The Year of the Girl Child by the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and the UNICEF India Office. Two main themes of the year were prevention of child marriages and rehabilitation of child prostitutes. One Indian woman's comment on the material published in the Year of the Girl Child shows the reproductive nature of the information purveyed in the resulting 'spurt of publications': 

Many of the papers are clones of earlier ones. The self perpetuations occur through citations being made circular, until a body of knowledge is assumed to have been created. The sum and substance of much of this writing concern the low status of the girl, her limited opportunities for education and the gender bias in the home. The television screen has also sensitized people to the plight of the girl child as a drudge (Aanandalakshmi, 1991, p. 29).

This was not the intention of 'girl child' campaigners such as Sheela Barse, who makes it clear that she is opposed to the 'feminist method of carving out the female persons' group out of the human race and examining it in isolation, on the presumption that females are always wronged' (Barse, 1991, p. 99). Barse states that it is more important to establish that girlhood cannot be the entire province either of womanhood in the women's rights movement, or of childhood in the children's rights movement. 

Nevertheless, the notion of the 'girl child' has been reified, as if there is something essential about all female children regardless of wealth or ethnicity, something that makes them more vulnerable than boys in general. This focuses on vulnerability to sexual violation, early marriage, unplanned teenage pregnancy and is a new manifestation of the old control over women's sexuality and fertility. It masquerades as concern for their vulnerability but actually implies that females cannot control their own sexuality, which should consequently be under male control. This is reflected in three approaches to development aid programming for girls: 

The link between female education and child survival; 

The emphasis on the employment of girls as prostitutes, which is a minor exploiter of girls compared to agriculture, domestic service and manufacture; 

The immense silence about the specificity of certain kinds of exploitation that are exclusive to boys.

In India and in Nepal the 'girl child' discourse focuses on religious prostitution (of which devadasi is the best known form) and trafficking in children, while in Bangladesh, the rape of pre-pubertal girls hired as domestic servants is an important theme (Blanchet, 1996, p. 119) . In Pakistan, Baluchistan and the North West Frontier provinces of India, much of the literature on the girl child is legal (see for example Jahangir, 1986). A further concern is the fate of the daughters of prostitutes who on account of social opprobrium are said to be forced into prostitution (Patkar, 1991). 

Religious prostitution is practised in various parts of India and Nepal. Devadasi cults are found in Southern India and also practised in other parts of the country such as Uttar Pradesh and Orissa. They derive customary sanction from oppressive upper-caste temple traditions. Pre-pubertal girls, aged between five and nine years, from poor, low-caste homes, are dedicated by an initiation rite to the deity in the local temple during full moon. After a girl is married to the deity by the tali rite, she is branded with a hot iron on both shoulders and her breast. She is then employed by the temple priest. Sometimes, even before menarche, she is auctioned for her virginity; the deflowering ceremony known as udilumbuvadu becomes the privilege of the highest bidder. The market value of a girl falls after she attains puberty, when she is said to have no recourse other than prostitution. Yellama is represented as the principal goddess who is worshipped but, as recent research has shown, the practice of devadasi is prevalent in many other temple towns and other deities such as Meenakshi, Jaganath and Hanuman are also propitiated. Religious prostitution is known by different names such as venkatasani, jogini, nailis, muralis and theradiyan (Bahni, 1989; Marglin, 1985; Mowli, 1992; Story, 1987). 

In Nepal, particularly the western parts, religious prostitution known as badini and jhuma is also practised. Although little is known about these practices, they do not seem to vary significantly from devadasi. However, the main sexual exploitation issue in Nepal is the traffic with India, the open border between the two countries making it difficult to monitor (Human Rights Watch, 1995; O'Dea, 1993; Rozario, 1988). It is also stated that, because of corruption, official assistance is given to the sale and the trafficking of young girl (Agroforestry Report, 1990). In most accounts Bombay is given as the main destination. The international trade routes most frequently mentioned are from Nepal and Bangladesh to India, and from India and Pakistan to the Middle-Eastern countries. 

In sharp contrast to the emphasis on the 'girl child' in the rest of South Asia, in Sri Lanka the discourse revolves around boys and sex tourism. ECPAT and other advocacy organisations have influenced the discourse here, claiming that male western paedophiles are targeting Sri Lanka because of the availability of boys. For instance, it is argued that, despite the civil war, the number of tourists who visited Sri Lanka increased from 102,000 in 1989 to 169, 000 in 1996, although of course this does not necessarily mean that all tourists are male, let alone sex tourists. According to the literature, the South West coast, Negombo and Hikkawuda are the main destination points. They are close to the beach and some hotels assist paedophiles in procuring boys mostly aged between six and 15 years, although most boy prostitutes in Sri Lanka appear tend to work independently of either brothels or pimps (Bond,1981; Goonesekere & Abeyratne, 1986; Seneviratne, 1991). Although there is evidence of sex tourism in Sri Lanka, the picture is not clear because of the tendency to reproduce information. One case in point is the frequent reference to the role of Spartacus guides, which provide male homosexual tourists with up to date information about the availability of sexual contacts in most countries, and were notorious in the 1980s, particularly with respect to both Sri Lanka and the Philippines, for giving locations where boy prostitutes could be encountered. Despite the fact that the magazine no longer explicitly refers to children, and the then publisher of Spartacus has died, the magazine's role in the sex tourism business is constantly reiterated in popular literature on the commercial sexual exploitation of Sri Lankan boys as if no changes had occurred. 

A third major geographical region with a characteristic discourse that influences global debates might be designated the Anglophone West and consists the United States, Canada, Australia and Western Europe. From the late nineteenth to early twentieth century there was considerable public concern about the 'White Slave Trade'. Many aspects of this earlier discourse are clearly visible in current debates. Nevertheless, modern concern about what is always referred to in the academic literature as 'juvenile' rather than 'child' prostitution resurfaced in the late 1960s alongside the issue of runaway children. Journalists were quick to use labels like baby-pros or, with respect to pornography, 'kiddie porn'. Then, the concern was for children who joined the 'hippie' culture of America's big cities, in particular San Francisco and New York (Deisher et al, 1969; Weisberg, 1985). Britain and Canada, where many of the same social problems as America were reported, but a few years later, experienced similar concerns in the early to mid 1970s (Sereny, 1984; Donovan, 1992). 

The earliest indications of a juvenile prostitution 'problem' can be found in the mass media, but academics were also involved from the very beginning (see for example Deisher et al, 1969). In addition, since the late 1960s there have been a number of moral panics about child abuse in North America and Western Europe. Thus interest in juvenile prostitution has come in waves, eclipsed at times, by concerns about 'battered children' or more recently 'satanic' or 'ritual' abuse (La Fontaine, 1990; Jenkins, 1992; Joseph, 1995). Thus, there have been few long term studies of juvenile prostitutes, but rather a flurry of papers and articles at times when interest in the issue is high. Currently, concern is focused on young male prostitutes, because they are seen as vectors for the spread of HIV and research into their lives is conducted along bio-medical models that are concerned with certain areas of behaviour and particular attitudes (National Consultation on Adolescent Prostitution, 1984; Pleak et al, 1990; Snell, 1995). Both academics and journalists have remained interested in the issue of delinquency and deviancy psychology, which it is assumed many young prostitutes share but, again, this is linked to bio-medical models with particular perspectives and limited range (Baizerman et al 1979; Davidson & Loken 1987). Western journalists have a major role in disseminating information about the commercial sexual exploitation of children. Articles on young male prostitutes, often referred to as 'rent boys' in the English language press, as well as young female prostitutes, remain an occasional feature of many newspapers and women's magazines and are presented as campaigning or investigative journalism, while revealing prurient details designed to shock and sensationalise. Popular books written on the issue of child prostitution and pornography are mostly written by journalists with a stated mission to reveal the truth. Playlands (Lloyd, 1977) and Child Pornography (Tate, 1991), two influential books on the subject were both written by journalists and one of the most famous books, H: Autobiography of a Child Prostitute and Heroin Addict, was written in collaboration with journalists from the German newspaper, Stern ('F', 1981). 

Due to the ease of access and a history of journalistic interest, the material is very heavily urban based, with San Francisco (Weisberg, 1985), New York (Allsebrook & Swift, 1989), London (Sawyer, 1988), Birmingham (Donovan, 1992), Melbourne (Muntabhorn 1993),Amsterdam (Tate, 1991; Donovan, 1992) and Berlin ('F', 1981) over-represented. Other cities with known groups of child prostitutes, such as Dallas, Washington DC, Sydney, and in the United Kingdom, Brighton and Cardiff, are not discussed in nearly the same detail. In the USA especially, there are certain centres of expertise on child prostitution such as Huckleberry House in San Francisco and Covenant House in New York, with long campaigning and advocacy histories, so that it can be easier to gain access to both children and experts in the 'treatment' of abused children through these types of organisation. In Canada, particular emphasis has been placed on Ontario, not because of the higher concentration of juvenile prostitutes there, but because the Queen's University Social Program Evaluation Group has taken particular interest in the problems facing homeless and prostitute youth (Radford et al, 1989). 

In the USA, the source of a good deal of the literature is part of the university sector that specialises in 'objective' non-judgmental studies of AIDS awareness and/or delinquent psychology (Nightingale n.d.; Baizerman et al 1979; Davidson & Loken 1987; Widom and Ames, 1994). In the USA much emphasis is placed on the 'runaway' phenomenon, first noted in the 1960s and now closely tied to the prostitution discourse (Lloyd, 1977; Sereny, 1984; Schaffer & Deblassie, 1984). The current prostitution problem continues to be seen as having its roots in the alternative culture movements of the late 1960s, with a special emphasis on the hippie communities in San Francisco (Weisberg 1985). It is claimed that many children ran way to join these communes but, on leaving them, found themselves unable to make any money other than through prostitution (Schaffer & Deblassie, 1984). 

In Canada, the emphasis has been on AIDS prevention and protecting children for their own good and that of society (Lowman, 1987). It is notable that the Canadian literature concentrates on Canadians of European descent (National Consultation on Adolescent Prostitution, 1984). Native Canadians are seldom mentioned, despite the fact that they tend to show higher-than-average rates of what are regarded as predisposing factors such as coming from broken homes with a history of drug or alcohol use, or having been placed in state institutional care. Yet in the rest of the literature, the multiple problems that lead children into prostitution are emphasised (Lowman, 1987). This in direct contrast to United States research, where race or ethnicity are especially important markers. No study of juvenile prostitutes in the USA is complete without a breakdown of prostitutes' racial backgrounds and a discussion of what this might mean (Weisberg, 1985; Gibsonainyette et al, 1988). 

In the United Kingdom, the stress is on boy prostitutes. 'Rent boys' have become a staple of the British media and even the more serious academic studies, have tended to concentrate more on boys than on girls, despite the smaller numbers of boy prostitutes. The West Midland Police, which covers Birmingham where there is a major red light district, commissioned a report on young male prostitutes and came up with a report based on a sample group of less than 20 (Donovan, 1992). While the police have concentrated on boy prostitutes, the advocacy groups discuss young children of both sexes, highlighting the problems they experience when they leave institutional care and the lack of support they are given. NGOs such as the Children's Society in the United Kingdom have published papers and articles suggesting that it is both lack of institutional care and the brutalising effect that many children's homes have on their inmates that contribute to their recourse to prostitution when they are discharged or escape (Lee & O'Brien, 1995). 

A further contributory factor stressed in Western literature is the role of broken homes (Finkelhor, 1979; Sereny, 1984; Weisberg, 1985; Lowman, 1987; Gibsonainyette et al, 1988; Campagna & Poffenberger 1988; Allsebrook & Swift, 1989; Widom and Ames, 1994). Many of the juveniles surveyed have suffered sexual and physical abuse within the family and many are runaways from abusive situations (Finkelhor, 1979; Weisberg, 1985; Lowman, 1987; Snell, 1995). In Britain, the emphasis is placed more on children who have been in state institutional care rather than those from abusive families, yet the literature remains framed within the discourse on dysfunctional families (Lee & O'Brien, 1995). Throughout almost all the books and articles on the subject in the West, runs the theme that these children are outside society, and that reasons have to be found for their deviancy. Their life histories are presented in terms of theories of deviancy. There is a notable absence of views of the children themselves or, when literature does include their opinions, this is often countered by an authorial voice giving reasons why they are wrong. 

The particular emphasis on boy prostitutes is related to a concern with the mental health of sexually exploited children in general. In the case of boys, there is considerable discussion about whether these boys are homosexual or 'really' heterosexuals whose commercial sexual activities are focused on financial gain. One concern frequently expressed is that heterosexual boys with homosexual clients may become gay by being prostitutes, resulting in a good deal of discussion about exactly what boys will let there partners do to them and whether they take an 'active' or 'passive' role in sexual activities. A parallel debate is entirely absent in the literature on female prostitution. Nor is there any information about young men who have female clients (Lloyd, 1977; Donovan, 1994). The only similar discussion in literature on female prostitution is whether or not girl prostitutes can become good mothers. The underlying implication is that, whether they are boys or girls, juvenile prostitutes will not have learned appropriate gender roles. 

Literature on the poor psychological health of young sex workers also seems to take for granted they suffer from low self-esteem, suicidal tendencies and the inability to form relationships, generally without exploring scientifically the causal relationships involved (Finkelhor, 1979; Baizerman et al, 1979; National Consultation on Adolescent Prostitution, 1984; Davidson & Loken, 1987). The assumption is that low self-esteem results from prostitution, rather than that some juveniles become prostitutes because their self-esteem is low. One dissenting voice can be heard in the published words of a woman sex worker, 

I also find it very interesting that [the authorities] look at the child prostitute, and they say the problem is prostitution. They forget the problems of theft, drugs, or just general exploitation of youth on the street... It's bordering on criminal for officials to try and say that prostitution is responsible for this....Prostitution is a symptom of a greater problem that these children have experienced that put them on the street in the first place (Bell, 1987, p. 26).

Many texts stress degrading aspects of child prostitution, including being forced into being prostitutes, raped by pimps, terrorised by gang members and becoming dependent on drugs (Sawyer, 1988; Tate, 1991). There is constant reference to the apparently inevitable links between prostitution and heroin use. Yet there is little information about the long-term effects in adulthood because there is no systematic research on the results of prostitution in childhood, simply the impression from reiterated assumptions that juvenile prostitutes end up either dead or living worthless and useless lives (Campagna & Poffenberger, 1988). Some accounts of the lives of boy prostitutes suggest that the average length of time as a prostitute is between two and seven years (Donovan, 1986; Snell 1995) but longitudinal studies seem not to be carried out. 

A further concern for those writing about young girl prostitutes is the part played by males who live off their earnings, with far more attention paid to this than to the role of female adult exploiters. Pimps are almost always portrayed as vicious and evil psychopaths, and the fact that many girls speak fondly of their 'protectors' is explained as co-dependency. Even though not all prostitutes work for pimps and some men living with prostitutes are part time prostitutes themselves, the overwhelming impression given of pimps is that they are older, manipulative men (Lowman, 1987). The assumption that all girl prostitutes must be controlled in this way is, of course, a reflection of overall societal assumptions about the vulnerability of women and the need to police their sexuality.

These three discourses, from South East and South Asia and the West represent the majority of studies on the commercial sexual exploitation of children. In each case the discourse on children and prostitution is constructed within structures of ideas about society, childhood, gender and sexuality. In South East Asia the literature on children and prostitution tends to dominate current discussion of childhood. There is no developed literature on children and the social phenomenon of childhood, but a long tradition of constructing gender and sexuality on the basis of an image of passive, childlike women as well as defining cultural norms in opposition to external or foreign evils. The current debates about female children in South Asia, subsumed in the incorrect, essentialist notion of the 'girl child' have been providing a trenchant feminist critique of the unequal status of women in society. This stresses the more vulnerable aspects of female sexuality and thus not only emphasises the oppressive aspects of tradition, through concentrating on the image of girl children as temple prostitutes, but also pivots on the notion of women and girls as objects, as in trafficking. Western discourses on the commercial sexual exploitation of children, on the other hand, are more individualistic and thus concentrate on the deviant behaviour and mental health of individual cases, as well as a concern with the causal relationship between deviant, abusive families and prostitution, showing overall societal concerns only in with respect to the proper assimilation of gender roles. 

In contrast, the literature on child sexual exploitation in Africa and in Latin America is far less developed and cohesive. In both areas, the literature on childhood has different emphases. 

In so far as they exist at all, child studies in Africa, focus on child health and construct the idea of children as victims, without any particular focus on commercial sexual exploitation of children. Indeed, it is often claimed that this term cannot be applied in most African contexts because the distinction between sexual abuse, sexual exploitation and commercial sexual exploitation can not be clearly drawn, not only in analytical terms within studies, but also within cultural understandings. 

Africa's diversity makes the definition of childhood in itself a research issue. The African social science community, includes very few specialists on children's issues outside traditional concerns with health, education and psychology. The main themes in academic research on children in Africa carried out by Western researchers have traditionally been socialisation and initiation or puberty rites. In the nexus between academia and programme makers, a good deal of more recent research has concentrated on medical anthropology, with an interest in traditional health practices in child care and nutrition. 

African social science researchers with an interest in child studies now tend to focus on the broad area of child abuse, although, as will be argued below the definition has a particularly African texture. A further major interest in all circles, in research largely dominated by Western researchers, is HIV/AIDS. In the African context this concerns children rather more than it does in other regions of the world, partly because the pattern of infection has long been recognised to be heterosexual, thus affecting children through vertical transmission; partly because of the existence of a relatively large number of 'AIDS orphans', principally in East Africa. A number of mostly Western psychologists have also been studying children affected by armed conflict, concentrating on aspects of traumatisation and victimisation (see for example, Dodge & Raundalen, 1987). 

The considerable upheavals due to wars, conflicts, natural and man-made disasters, together with mounting impoverishment among African populations, increasingly affect African children. Yet very few socio economic studies of these effects have taken place. Research on children appears to be fragmented and there are few outlets for publication of research on children's issues. Two recent annotated bibliographies of studies of African children and childhood provide no references to published work on sexual abuse, much less on commercial sexual exploitation of children (Gueye 1995; Ross 1995). 

Within this context, the topic of the sexual exploitation of children is part of an overall emphasis on children as victims, fitting within the concerns of a relatively-well developed discourse on child abuse and neglect. This latter is largely the outcome of the activities of ANPPCAN, the African member of the International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect. Based in Nairobi and with national chapters in many African countries (largely Anglophone), ANPPCAN has been active in promoting research in this area as well as advocacy for children's protection rights. 

It has to be said, however, that the concept of 'abuse' used by ANPPCAN, and entering the African literature, is not structured in the same way as used in the general Western literature, which can lead to confusion between researchers from different regions. The presentation given by an ANPPCAN functionary in Nairobi cited by Dallape (1988, pp. 104-8) makes this very clear. Child abuse is seen as a feature of other social phenomena or situations, rather than as a phenomenon in its own right: 

'The following are the areas where child abuse is commonly evidenced: 

Child labour

Children in prison

Handicapped children 

Battering of children

Children under psychological stress

Abandoned children

Children in war situations.' (ibid, p. 104)


Sexual abuse and/or exploitation are mentioned under child labour, prisons, psychological stress and abandonment in this list. The problems this presents for arriving at even an operational definition for sexual exploitation are clear. This is possibly why, in another ANPPCAN publication, a study of child agricultural labourers (male) and prostitutes (female) makes it clear that by 'prostitute' is meant any unmarried girl who has sexual intercourse (Peltzer, n/d). 

The field of sexual abuse in Africa cannot be separated from the literature of largely-Northern, feminist campaigners against female excision and infibulation (see the bibliography by Passmore Sanderson, 1986). This is likewise implicated in the anthropological literature on initiation (see La Fontaine, 1985, for an over-view). Although campaigners sometimes like to include these debates within the general field of sexual exploitation of children, this is conceptual nonsense. It does not advance the purposes of advocacy to obscure issues by merging disparate concerns with different root causes. 

The study of child sexual exploitation in Africa cannot be separated conceptually from constructions of sexuality and sexual morality. It is notable that the literature shows a particularly marked distinction not only between the behaviours expected of boys and girls, but also the expressed attitudes towards sexual morality of both groups. A further focus of study in this area is the migration nexus, together with the contrasts drawn between rural morality and town morality, and between generations. This is also situated within the overall massive population movements within the continent in the face of natural disaster, war and impoverishment. Nevertheless, although there is considerable anecdotal evidence of child sexual exploitation resulting from these types of situation in which children are rendered particularly vulnerable to the misuse of adult power, hard facts and properly-conducted research are difficult to come by. 

In terms of academic discourse, or even within NGO and IGO literature, the topic of child sexual exploitation in Sub-Saharan Africa, consists of an almost total vacuum, in which dispersed and disconnected items of journalistic and project-oriented text are floating aimlessly. The vast majority of the latter material is unpublished. 

Although there is a considerable body of literature on children in Latin America it is dominated by the discourse on so called 'street children' (Rizzini, 1996). It is worth noting that the Latin American model of street children has tended to dominate work in this area in all developing countries, largely because the ideas (but not the texts) have been disseminated by Western aid agencies (Ennew, 1996). Children who live on the street often engage in sexual relationships, with each other and in the course of prostitution, which may be occasional or virtually full time for both boys and girls. Thus the literature on the commercial sexual exploitation of children often seems to be merged with that on street children. The street children discourse in Brazil and Colombia in particular is characterised by ambivalence (Aptekar, 1988). Street children are worthy of pity if young, and feared if older adolescents. In either case they are often stigmatised and the literature, frequently dominated by writers from outside the region, is often lurid and lacking in any kind of academic rigour (see for example Meunier, 1977; Agnelli, 1986; Bridel & Collomp, 1986; Dimenstein, 1991). The HIV/AIDS complex has largely overwhelmed the literature on sexuality since the late 1980s, together with a specific interest in street girls in Brazil, due partly to the influence of two charismatic female project directors. The literature on this issue is on the one hand largely tied to project publicity and on the other to medical discourses. 

More recently, psychologists in several Latin American countries have shown an interest in studying child sexual abuse, which now constitutes a proper field of study and is resulting in some interesting publications. In general, but to a less hysterical extent, Latin America is going through the same kind of discovery of child sexual abuse that occurred in the USA and Europe in the late 1980s. 

Prostitution itself is enmeshed in a series of ideas about men and women. These include the idea that men's sexual appetites are uncontrollable and have to be satisfied by women who enjoy sex (prostitutes) rather than by 'good women' (mothers, daughters, wives) who do not enjoy sex. This is related to ideas of honour and family. A man's honour is tied up in the chastity or purity of the females in his family, wives, sisters and daughters. In its most macho form, masculinity entails protecting the honour of the women in your own family while proving your virility by manifestations of virility (see the papers in Pescatello, 1978). This means that female prostitutes perform an important role with respect to families. Both journalism and research tend to reproduce the same historical accounts that justify the existence of prostitution as a necessary social evil that protects the purity of mothers, daughters and wives and thus ensures the continuing existence of the family (Arnold, 1978). However, it should be noted that this role is exclusive to female prostitutes, many of whom, according to most accounts, begin this work around the age of 15 years (see for example Cairo, 1967; Alves-Milho, 1977). As the majority of street children are boys, the prostitution in which they are engaged belongs within an entirely different complex of social ideas, which does not seem to have been researched in depth. The overwhelming majority of studies of children and prostitution in Latin America is concerned with female children. 

There are two resounding absences within the literature on the commercial sexual exploitation of children on the world scene: Eastern Europe and Arab/Islamic countries. However these absences occur for different reasons. Such literature as does exist in Islamic societies is dominated by legal considerations, which is to a certain extent replacing a culture of denial. Whereas in the past the tendency was to comment that child abuse and exploitation is forbidden by the Koran and therefore does not take place, there now seems to be evidence of considerable reflection on children's issues in general and exploitation and abuse in particular. This remains within religious paradigms, but is adding considerably to understanding of the attitudes of Islam to both children and sexuality (see for example Risaluddin, 1996) 

In so far as any link might be said to exist between the literature on child sexual exploitation in Arab countries and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union is the dominance of lurid journalism on the topic of trafficking in girls and women. There is an established link in sex trafficking between Arabs and South Asian countries such as India and Bangladesh. One estimate suggests that 200,000 girls from Bangladesh were taken against their will to work in Arab brothels (International Children's Rights Monitor 5 (2-3); 10 (1 2)). However the data are anecdotal. 

With the sudden economic and social changes of 1989 families in all the former socialist countries of Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union have been faced with the collapse of welfare systems and the burden of child support has largely shifted to families, many of which are undergoing severe hardship. Children have been particularly badly affected and accounts by journalists suggest that there has been a sharp increase in child sex exploitation (see for example June 21, 1993, Time). The evidence is extremely patchy and usually sensational, telling for example of the longest in the world situated between Berlin and Prague called the 'Highway of Cheap Love' managed by the 'Chechen Boys,' where 'kids are sold like a kilo of bread'. 

	Box 1: The press view of the commercial sexual exploitation of children worldwide 

AMSTERDAM, Mar 26 (IPS) - Beneath New York's endlessly high buildings, in the glare of the neon lights and fancy storefronts which carve that city's image, is a hauntingly sombre reality: thousands of children selling their bodies to survive. 

Halfway across the globe, in Kenya, a police raid in a Nairobi hotel in January found West African and Japanese men frolicking with nine girls aged between 12 and 16. In Sierra Leone, a nation ravaged by conflict, few tourists come to visit these days. Those who do find themselves being solicited by legions of young victims of civil war and poverty willing to provide sex for the price of a meal. 

Economic need and the insatiable appetite of a new breed of tourists are pushing downwards the age of participants in the flesh trade. No longer is sex an 'attraction' promoted through subtle messages: it has moved up front, and children play a conspicuous role. 


1.2. The nature of evidence in current literature 

The single most important factor uniting the literature on the commercial sexual exploitation of children is the way in which information is managed. There are few examples of rigorous research or of data presented within a comprehensible cultural context. Rare examples of good research practice do exist, such as the study of girl prostitutes in Costa Rica carried out by Tatiana Treguear and Carmen Carro in which both methodology and method are laid bare and it is possible to judge the quality of the data by the way they are presented (Treguear & Carro, 1994), and the exploration of cultural understandings of child abuse in Zimbabwe, carried out by a team of researchers working with participatory methods (Loewenson & Chikamba, 1994). But these are exceptions. In general terms, the available global discourse on this theme is characterised by a poor understanding and use of quantitative information, lack of attention to research techniques, the reproduction of myths and unsubstantiated facts, as well as the use of assumptions and campaigning imperatives in place of established bodies of theory. If, as is frequently stated, children indeed deserve the best we (adults) have to give, they are not receiving their just deserts in a field in which they are particularly vulnerable. Or, as has been said with respect to the discourse on street children and its effects, it is not acceptable 

that international organisations, policy makers, social institutions and individuals who feel entitled to intervene in the lives of children with problems, do so on the basis of obviously unclear and arbitrary knowledge about the reality of these children's lives. (Glauser, 1990, p. 144).

Numbers 

Perhaps the most serious of these aspects is the way in which numerical data are manipulated and reproduced. International interest in children gained momentum in the United National International Year of the Child (1979) and was given further impetus through the adoption and entering into force of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989/90) yet, in the space of nearly two decades, little has changed in terms of the way research is carried out and used by child welfare and advocacy organisations, despite considerable advances in theories of childhood and methods of researching children's issues within the academic community. What this amounts to is that the numbers provided for all groups of children in need of special care and protection have tended to remain the same, based on guestimates rather than research. Whereas guestimates have their place in the early stages of research, provided that they are based on sound reasoning, the role they should play is that of baseline hypotheses, to be proved or disproved so that the true scale of a problem can be understood and children protected using programmes grounded in a real understanding of their situation. In the case of child sexual exploitation, however, guestimates have become fact, partly because they have become inscribed in rhetorical discourses aimed to raise awareness. The objective appears to be to heighten public and policy interest in the issue by stressing the scale of the problem. Yet this is neither ethically acceptable nor logical. In the first place, as stated as far back as 1983 by the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others, 'The important point is not the scale of the problem but its degree of seriousness as a violation of the fundamental rights of the human person' (Fernand-Laurent, 1983, p. 14). In the second place, the normal practice within the literature of providing a raw number, such as 'There are 1 million sexually abused children in Asia' (Narvesen, 1989), does not actually provide an idea of scale. To do this would require some knowledge of source, time, relative location and proportion. A correct statement of scale would be something like 'According to estimates made by A on the basis of B type of calculation, in 1996 there are 1 million sexually abused children (under 18 years of age) in Asia. This is C% more than the calculation made on the same basis in 1994, D% more than estimated by the same method in Africa in the same year, and represents E% of the total population of Asian children in this age group.' Scale can only be understood in these terms. Moreover it is a poor excuse for adult society to claim that, after nearly two decades and with information technology that can provide minute details of weather, money markets and economic cycles for every country in the world, to claim that guestimates are the only data available. Some relevant data do exist and more could be collected. We have the technology. But agencies 'who feel entitled to intervene in the lives of children' fail to use it. 

The current situation on the quantification of the commercial sexual exploitation of children is characterised not only by widely differing figures but also by very different definitions. Data on children are frequently hidden within and confused with data on adults. One problem is caused by the different age groupings used. In many studies the juvenile population is defined as under 21, rather than 18, years (see for example Lowman, 1987). Combined with the vague bases for guestimation, this makes it difficult to judge the scale of commercial sexual exploitation of children even within a single national context. In the case of the USA, for example, one study provides an extraordinarily broad estimate of between 100,000 and 300,000 of young prostitutes (cited elsewhere as 'child prostitutes') on the basis of a sample of people aged 14 to 34, with a mean age of 22 years (Snell, 1995). Another study, of the USA, suggested that there are 2,400,000 child prostitutes and estimated a total of 100,000,000 sexually abused children in the world, but did not distinguish adequately between the categories of child prostitute and sexually abused children (Joseph, 1995). Gibsonainyette and colleagues estimated that the number of prostitutes under the age of 18 in the USA in the 1980s and also stated that there had been a 242% increase in underage prostitution between 1967 and 1976 (Gibsonainyette et al, 1988). Campagna and Poffenberger claimed in the same year that 1.2 million children were being sexually exploited in the USA but did not define sexual exploitation (Campagna & Poffenberger, 1988 ). Combining these figures results in a highly confusing picture (Table 1; see also Box 2). 




Table 1: (Gu)Estimates of child abuse and prostitution in the USA, various sources
	Year
	Estimate
	Definition
	Age
	Source

	1967
	247933
	child prostitutes
	under 18?
	Gibsonainyette et al, 1988

	1976
	600000
	child prostitutes
	under 18
	Gibsonainyette et al, 1988

	1977
	600000
	boy and girl prostitutes
	?
	Densen-Gerber
(Lloyd)

	1988?
	1200000
	abused children
	?
	Campagna & Poffenberger

	1995?
	100,000 to 300,000
	young prostitutes
	14-34?
	Snell

	1995?
	2400000
	child prostitutes
	?
	Joseph 1995


	Box 2: Creation of a statistic

...even the best estimates of the numbers of juvenile prostitutes may have poor statistical foundation. Nevertheless, because they are the only figures available, they enter official records and become facts which may be quoted confidently by anyone. One example of this is the figure of one million child prostitutes in the United States, which was given in evidence to the House of Representatives in 1977. The expert in question was Dr Judianne Densen Gerber, Director of the Odyssey Institute which operates rehabilitation programmes for children with various kinds of deviancy problem. The figure was a guestimate based on the number of 300,000 boys prostitutes given in what Dr Densen-Gerber refers to as 'the research of Robin Lloyd'. Because she assumed that there would indubitably be more girl prostitutes, she added 600,000 to this figure without providing any evidence to support her claim. Indeed, historical evidence about man-boy preferences, and some figures given by other authorities in other countries, might contradict her assumption. But the real problem is that Lloyd is not a social scientist working on any established methodology for gathering statistical information, but a journalist researching a book for the popular market. Here is his own account of how he arrived at the figure Dr Densen-Gerber quoted: 

In the early stages of research for this book, I approached police officers and leaders of the gay community with a working figure of 300,000 boy prostitutes in the United States alone. Deputy District Attorney James Grodin, in Los Angeles said, 'You wont get any argument from this officer for that figure'. During a television interview I offered the same figure to Morris Kight, the West Coast gay activist. Said Kight, 'It might well be double that amount'. 

But what Kight and Grodin were agreeing to was -- at its best -- a gut hunch. (Lloyd 1979, p. 202).


None of these experts ever consider the alternative premise that the figure 'might well be' considerably less. 

Source: Ennew, 1986, pp. 4-5



Similar difficulties occur in other parts of the world, both the figures themselves and and the range of the guestimate tend to be large (Table 2). As many figures for child 


Table 2: (Gu)Estimates of child prostitution in the Philippines (various sources)
	Date of publication
	Number
	Source

	not given
	3,000 to 20,000 in Manila
	Gearin

	1993
	100000
	ECPAT

	n/d
	20000
	Salenlahi

	1989
	30000
	Moorehead

	1995
	60000
	Sachs



prostitution are based on either female or male populations, depending on the discourse involved, and the gender of the 'category' is not always made explicit, it would be difficult to compare information from different countries. Thus, given that the emphasis in India is on the 'girl-child' and in Sri Lanka on boy prostitutes, juxtaposition of figures from these two countries would be fairly meaningless. 

One characteristic of the manipulation of numbers is that they are always large and always said to be 'increasing', despite the fact that the same numbers are repeated year on year, a manipulative technique that would not work with company accounts. Sources are rarely provided, the credibility of an organisation being sufficient verification (Figure 1). 

	Figure 1 

This map appears in a widely distributed report on the activities of ECPAT and has been reproduced in various publications. The dates of the estimates are not provided, nor are the definitions and age groupings standardised. The sole source of information cited is the Government of Vietnam, presumably because this provides extra credibility. 













Source: The international campaign to en child prostitution in Asian tourism, special edition of ECPAT Newsletter, NO. 9, July 1993. 

[image: image1.png]How Many Children are in Prostitution in Asia?
(Some estimates taken from ECPAT files)

3' PAKISTAN
At least 200,000 Benge_xli wornen

prostitutes with 20% children. l

—
. [ INDIA ]
. 1.5-2 million prostitutes
: with 20% under 16 yéars .
o/ Ty | s 300-400.000 children [ Talwan - -
’ 5. T ;._,: NEPAL At lnasl 100,000 child”
— ! ] | - I St
d . I a: 150.000 gids in Indian brathals ! im_g
R e at least 20% are under age’ l Ve
o o, . \o
! Tyt y - - CHINA “
) . : _)' - Total unknown o
R . () | ‘Estmated5.000in | ¢
LR : ‘ (1 —/ | Sichuan Province. | e
-
f R Y 4 // (1
s -
\ B 4 “f

- S (S e J
o 1 ’") . o (‘\_".‘_ . A
P S, - — . . .
SRILANKA . by B | / \;) .
30,600 prostitutes o’ R '\ { . /’,/-] :
mainly young hoys. .* ~, ‘\,,,\:,\ 3 : J/- / \ M
. \\ “ ),. : r\_/_ 3 :
M -
I THAILAND I :

.200-300,009 children. ,.{ -
Sona’ eshrhates dre” o PH'UPP INES .

mitich hlﬂher “1.2 million streat children, -

CETUTRRE

- Prostltmed bh idren ngt .










Even greater difficulties become apparent in attempts to disaggregate data on child prostitutes by ethnicity. Most studies give percentages of whites, Asians, Afro-Caribbeans and so forth but with no commentary and little additional information. The reader is not told what is meant by the category 'White'. Does this include Hispanics or not? Are Chinese and other East Asians placed in a different category to South Asians or are they all simply classed as Asian? If the reader is told that, for example, 60% of a sample of prostitutes are 'Non-white' this might imply (especially in a journalistic account) that Caucasians are under-represented. Yet, if the 60% were disaggregated one might discover that 15% were Afro-Caribbeans, 15% South East Asian, 15% Latino and 15% South Asian, which would mean that Caucasians were over represented in comparison with other designated 'racial' groupings. Blurred categories provide perfect fodder for stigmatisation, particularly if the discourse involved focuses on ethnicity without taking into account other markers of social status and bases of exploitation, such as age, gender and socio-economic class (Ennew, 1986, pp. 9-10). 



Reproduction and repetition of myths 
Numbers are an important part of any campaign because they endow it with urgency and a overwhelming sense of importance. Campaigns, journalism and academic literature tend to use the same unreliable statistics, either without reference to the source or citing one of the texts that have attained credibility. A case in point is Narvesen, The Sexual Exploitation of Children in Developing Countries (1989), which claims that there are one million sexually exploited children in Asia, although other texts take this to mean one million prostitutes. It is normal for the highest figures to be given. They are always 'increasing', usually at an 'alarming' rate, reaching 'epidemic' proportions. Yet no reason is given for this except for the 'fact' that customers are turning to ever younger prostitutes because they believe them to be AIDS free. There is no evidence either way for this claim, but it has been endlessly repeated (Jubilee Action Trust, n.d.; Lee-Wright, 1990; Muntabhorn, 1992; O'Grady, 1992; 1994) until it has become a 'fact'. This reproduction of inauthentic or innacurate information is a characteristic of the literature on the commercial sexual exploitation of children. Even before the AIDS pandemic, the literature on child prostitution from all parts of the world repeated, without evidence, that child prostitutes were sought after because they were believed to be free of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), including the apparently worldwide belief that penetrative sex with a virgin is a cure. Other commonly repeated myths include female customers injecting boys' penises (sometimes with an unspecified substance, sometimes with a variety of named but unlikely liquids) in order to produce or maintain erections. The evidence for these myths is may simply not be provided, or given as a citation to another text that itself provides no evidence, or take the form of hearsay evidence, the unverified statement of someone who knows somebody who knows these things are true. 

Many of these myths are employed in order to demonise the clients of child prostitutes, as if the violation of children's rights involved were not sufficient condemnation. At other times myths are used as distancing devices as part of the construction of the client as outside the society in question, a foreigner, or a tourist. Unresolved question raised by this literature review include how to explain the conditions of production of these myths. What explains the prevalence of particular myths and figures and the dominance of oral over written discourse in this area? What are the 'politics of hype' that result in repetitive, shocking (and titillating) information in this field? 




Tourism, xenophobia, construction of the other 

Just as ECPAT dominates the overall discourse, so the single idea of sex tourism, with which ECPAT is associated, captures media and other attention (Lorayes n.d., Salinlahi et al, n.d; Asia Partnership for Human Development, 1985; 1992; Miralao et al, 1990; Lee, 1991; Hall, 1992; Anglican Synod of Australia, 1993; O'Grady, 1992; 1994). ECPAT began as a sub division of ECTWT (Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism) apparently perceiving child prostitution as an inevitable consequence of tourism (ECTWT, 1983; 1990). One of the leading anti-tourism campaigners once wrote "too much tourism is the rape of culture, the environment, women and children" (Srisang et al, n.d). The success of the campaigns now apparent in the growing interest in sex tourism in other parts of the world, but is particularly acute in Asia, where it often takes on an expressly anti-Japanese tone. ECPAT's original statement of intent makes this clear: 

The conduct of the tourists destroys all attempts to heal the wounds incurred during the Second World War. We would prefer to forget Japanese military imperialism, but, instead of the uniform, the Japanese come today in suits and violate the dignity of the people of Asia with a particular malicious form of socio-economic imperialism. (ECTWT, 1983, p. 14)

Particularly in the Philippines, memories of the Second World War run deep, Japanese are still disliked and much of the blame of child sex tourism is laid at their door. One study of child prostitution in the Philippines has an entire section on Japanese involvement in the trade (ECPAT Philippines, 1994). 

Although the language of women's rights and children's rights is sometimes used, child prostitutes are seen as a symptom of the wider problem of foreign (often Western) influence, as in the use of the term 'social evils' in countries such as Vietnam. Although legislation to combat social evils came into force in Vietnam in February 1996, even the Ministry of Social Affairs, which is responsible for implementation, does not have an official definition of the term, which is used as a blanket phrase to mean all that is contrary and harmful to Vietnamese culture, yet associated with gambling, theft and prostitution, none of which are exclusive to non-Vietnamese. As in other 'sex tourism' countries, this mechanism parallels the distancing mechanism in the West that places the emphasis on 'stranger danger', so that sexual abuse within the family is played down in favour of fear of child rape by unknown, asocial men. As Jean La Fontaine states in her seminal study of child sexual abuse in the United Kingdom, 

If people do think of the possibility of sexual assaults on children they see them as a risk from casual encounters in the street. The belief in the natural relationship between parent and child is the basis for the firm conviction that if danger threatens any child, it can only come from 'outside' the family. When the damage inflicted is sexual, the offending person must be an unknown, a shadowy and frightening stranger, not anyone with whom one has daily contact, let alone someone who is part of the familiar circle of family and friends....Newspapers report the rarer and more dramatic cases of children who disappear and in doing so reinforce the general idea that strangers carry a risk to children involving acts of the greatest perversion, serious damage and even death (La Fontaine, 1990, p. 109).


Similarly, the image of the foreign tourist (Figure 2) has been constructed as both a sexual threat to children and the root cause of child prostitution in certain countries. 

	
Figure 2 

Demonisation of the figure of the foreign, male tourist. Distinguished by his camera and with his eyes hidden behind dark glasses, the tourist confronts children on a wasteland far from the high rise buildings of the modern city. The bicycle is presumably a bribe. One campaign slogan in the Philippines was 'He may look like a friend but he could abuse your child.' 











Source: The international campaign to end child prostitution in Asian tourism, special edition of ECPAT Newsletter, NO. 9, July 1993.
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Campaigners discuss child prostitution using the language of the market place and talk about it as if it is a question of supply and demand (Good Shepherd Sisters 1994). Foreign men want children therefore they are supplied (O'Grady 1992; 1994; O'Connell Davidson & Brace, 1996). If the demand could be stopped, then there would be no prostitution, an idea that unhelpfully confuses moral and economic discourses (see for example ECTWT, 1990). 

Thailand and the Philippines do have some of the best recorded cases of actual commercial sexual abuse by foreigners. Despite the sensationalism of some of the reports, there has been considerable documentation of individual cases. The Jubilee Campaign for example, published full trial transcripts of the trial of a paedophile accused of the rape and grievous bodily harm of a 12 year old girl who later died, giving a full account of the injuries she had suffered (Jubilee Campaign 1992). In this case the transcripts were presented without commentary and this restraint makes the account more shocking than might be the case with the use of emotive writing, which is more usually the case (Figure 3). 

	Figure 3 

Newspaper headlines, collected by ECPAT and typical of the genre, show the emotive language commonly used to report child sex tourism. 
















Source: The international campaign to end child prostitution in Asian tourism, special edition of ECPAT Newsletter, NO. 9, July 1993.
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Other writers have described the situation of young prostitutes within the overall social and economic contexts of their lives, which contextualises the life choices and survival strategies that children use (see for example Black, 1991; Black, 1995) 

In contrast to this, there is some first hand information from Cambodia that examines child prostitution in terms of local clients and a video made by the Cambodian's Women's Association video examines the role of local men. While acknowledging that certain foreigners, in particular members of the United Nations Transitional Force in Cambodia, were clients, the organisation sees this primarily as an issue of exploitation of the girls involved and is less interested in the nationality of the abusers. In Cambodia, the role of Vietnamese child prostitutes is given special attention as Vietnamese prostitutes are reported to make up over 50% of the prostitute population. Working illegally and not speaking the local language makes these children vulnerable to abuse (Care International, 1994; Cambodian Women's Development Association 1994; Cambodian Women's Association 1994; Thang, 1996).

The concentration on child prostitutes who service foreign clients raises the concern that other child prostitutes catering for local customers are being neither counted nor provided for within current policies and programmes. The concern with sex tourism may well be obscuring a large part of the child prostitute population, just as focus on street children forces attention away from the far larger numbers of deprived and marginalised children living and working in urban and rural areas. By presenting information in the way they do, many organisations committed to the eradication of the commercial sexual exploitation of children make it appear that child prostitution to has a single root cause and a single solution -- foreigners, the external enemy. This means that questions about national structural causes of poverty and marginalisation need not be asked. The approach taken by Treguear and Carro in their study of girl prostitutes in Costa Rica is thus all the more refreshing (Treguear & Carro, 1994). Even though Costa Rica is a major tourist destination and gender relations are implicated, they lay the blame for child prostitution on structured, economic and political violence against the poor, who are defined not simply in terms of lack of access to employment, goods and services, but also more specifically through their lack of access to power. These authors end their theoretical analysis by quoting Schibotto (1990, p. 163): 'each one of these girls is a reflection of the violence, not only of her lovers or her clients, but also the entire social formation. Because, in the last analysis, everyone of us -- at some time or in some way -- has gone to bed with them' (our translation). 


How evidence is gathered 

Perhaps the most disquieting aspect of the literature is the generally poor quality of research. The overwhelming majority of publications and 'grey literature' in the field of the commercial sexual exploitation of children is characterised by muddled, low level or misunderstood theories, badly thought out and applied research methods, poor data and inadequate analysis. Most of the literature consulted for this review was so poor that it was not worth including in the annotated bibliography and, indeed, inclusion should not be taken as a sign of high, or even adequate, quality material. It seems that, in this field, the burden of proof about the truth of a statement does not rest with the research witness who is thus enabled to make a priori claims about the existence and extent of facts that people in general find so desperately uncomfortable that they would rather accept the incredible than ask questions. 

It is worth listing the more common errors of research method and analysis, because they contribute to the reproduction of unreliable or mythological information within the literature: 

€Much so-called research is carried out by lawyers or activists with no background in the social sciences, whose activities are best described as 'fact-finding' and who accept as fact what would be thrown out of court as hearsay evidence; 

€Data are probably biased when (as frequently happens) researchers gain access to research subjects by means of institutions, projects and programmes. Information may thus reflect what the children and others think the project would like them to say, fear of reprecussions from institutional staff, or exaggeration in order to attract greater project advantages. 

€Samples are also likely to be skewed because they are drawn from what might be called the 'unsuccessful' prostitutes whose activities have attracted the attention of helping or controlling agencies. 

€Researchers seldom use control groups when designing their research. 

€Samples tend to be small, yet the information is frequently stretched extremely thin by being subjected to inappropriate quantitative analysis. 

€Results of research with small-scale samples are generalised to represent large populations. 

€Research is often divorced from local and cultural contexts. Little or no detail about research subjects is given. 

€Researchers rely on single-method studies, often on anecdotes that are passed off as case studies. Information gathered is seldom cross-checked (sometimes called 'triangulation') by using other methods, or by comparison with other studies and secondary data. 

€Far too often the only social science method employed is the questionnaire survey, which is at best a poor method when used alone, at worst a bad tool to use with children, particularly where sensitive subjects such as sexuality and abuse are concerned. 


The language of evidence 

One factor in the reproduction of inadequate information in the literature of commercial sexual exploitation of children is the style of language used. Language is the means by which ideas are reproduced. The way it is used in any one context reflects the structure of the paradigm or overall theory that has given rise to these ideas. Language is never neutral. If a structure of ideas is repetitive, so the words and phrases that it gives rise to will bear the same repetitive characteristics. Literature on the commercial sexual exploitation of children is characterised by assertiveness. Uncertain verb forms such as the conditional or the subjunctive mood are seldom used. Thus writers seldom say that something 'might be the case' or 'it is reported that...'., preferring to present their case in the positive indicative, 'is', 'was, 'were'. Thus sentences often begin 'There is evidence...', or 'It is claimed..' or 'It has been found...' although the nature and source of such evidence, findings and claims are not presented. A further immediacy is given to texts by the use of what is called 'the ethnographic present' which is the device of writing about past events in the present tense. A pastiche might be: 'Caroline stands outside the nightclub waiting for a client. She is shivering with the cold and hopes that the next man will not be violent like the man who blacked her eye yesterday. She is twelve years old, but she has the eyes of a much older woman.' This often obscures the fact that the case study was gathered long ago by someone else and that Caroline, if she ever existed, for it is common for writers to invent a composite or typical person, probably is a much older woman by the time the reader encounters her in the text. 

Further linguistic devices are implicated in the repetitions and confusions of quantitative data. For example, in the chapter that is devoted to child exploitation in a highly respectable publication on children's rights, the author writes: 

Undoubtedly most international trafficking is in women over the age of 16, but some children get swept up in the tide. Specific ages are rarely reported, but it seems reasonable to infer that at least some under-16s are included (Kent, 1992, p. 325).


Leaving aside the rather loose use of metaphor in the phrase 'swept up in the tide' with its implications of the passive, helpless role of women and children, less obvious, but equally powerful, words and phrases in this passage move it to a position in which what is said is unlikely to be questioned because of its authoritative tone. 'Undoubtedly...' puts the writer beyond question, without having given any support for his certainty. He does not qualify what he means by 'most'. Likewise, 'it seems reasonable to infer', when placed alongside 'at least' appears to be 'reasonable' without giving any grounds, while 'at least' in this context appears to imply something of an underestimate. Similar, frequently employed phrases aiding the uncritical repetition of inaccurate statistics are: 

'children as young as...' which usually refers to one exceptionally young child in a larger sample of children considerably older; 

'up to 20 times a night'.. when referring to numbers of clients, which gives no idea of the average number of clients or the type of sex work under discussion.


Journalists tend to take even greater liberties with language, stressing the emotive aspect of the juvenile's situation and appealing to the readers' sense of outrage. The tone of journalists' coverage of sexual exploitation is often deliberately subjective and emotional. Repetitive use of shocking detail are justified in the public interest. Journalistic scoops are also important. There have been many children 'bought' for a night by journalists in various parts of the world to demonstrate the ease with which children can be bought or sold. Background details may be given but little analysis is presented. There is usually an emphasis in journalists' information on the personal circumstances of each child, without recourse to any wider sociological information. Broken homes and bad parenting are stressed, societal breakdown and under-funding of welfare services rarely mentioned. The failure of social services to spot children at risk or to take appropriate action when they have discovered them is rarely discussed, which is surprising when one considers the verbal lynching sometimes meted out in the Western press to social workers who fail to intervene in case of physical abuse. Instead media reports of sexual exploitation tend to explore themes such as the poverty of the family and inappropriate parental role models (alcoholic father or prostitute mother). Added to this emphasis on the guilt of bad parents is the celebration of good parental figures who help children. Charismatic individuals who rescue children from prostitution are feted and congratulated, so that ultimately it is private charities rather than the state welfare services that are seen as providing solutions. 

Nevertheless, journalists do tend to quote children directly more often than academics although, when children are allowed a voice, it seems they are muted or speak according to predetermined scripts. Adult advocates are usually given much more column space, and their opinions are given far greater weigh,t so that it can sometimes seem as if journalists are merely quoting a child to prove the point that adults are making. 

Within the non-governmental sector in general, data tend to be collected and/or collated in an extremely patchy and haphazard manner. There is a great reliance on newspaper reports, individual stories, other NGOs and social workers, child rescuers and other 'experts' who guess at numbers and statistics. There is almost no information from the children who work as prostitutes and little exchange of information with the academic sphere. What counts as evidence can be seen in the following passage from The Child and the Tourist, in which the author quotes 'an anonymous' Thai friend's description of 'paedophiles' he saw at a beach in Pattaya, Thailand. The 'friend's words apparently were: 

"I sensed an insincere, almost sinister smile on the faces of the men. Many were giggling like school children and talking in the uninhibited manner of young children. In the water, they wore skimpy swimming gear while the boys were fully dressed. Frolicking in the water they took their shorts off and bobbed up and down and removed the boys clothing. On the beach, they played with the boys in mock fighting showing their superior strength. their communication with the boys was entirely physical (much of it with sexual references and some of it genital). They had total lack of awareness of Thai customs" (O'Grady 1992: 98).


Academic literature on this topic in South East Asia is largely written by Western academics who have carried out some field research in the countries they study. In general, they conducted interviews with the children and young people and tend to be critical of middle class activists who appear to have less 'hands on' experience than the researchers (Muecke 1992; Black 1994). Some anthropologists and sociologists have been concerned with looking at underlying predisposing factors and cultural patterns that might lead to the commercial sexual exploitation of children. They rarely talk about the types of clients but look at the family background of the children involved in prostitution emphasising the burden of duty they bear, especially girls, who are expected to make sacrifices in order to look after the family and to repay the parents for their lives. They also stress the religious differences of the countries involved yet note, that although Thailand is mostly Buddhist, the Philippines Catholic and Taiwan, Confucian, all countries share these values of reciprocity and respect towards parents (Phongpaichit, 1982; Mccaughy & Hou, 1994; Lie, 1995). It is also notable that within those countries, Muslim minorities are almost never involved in prostitution although there are reported to be prostitutes in Indonesia and a small number in Malaysia (Murray, 1991). 

The overall impression gained from carrying out this review of the literature on the commercial sexual exploitation of children is a permanent sense of dejá vu, because the material is so repetitive and the methods of data collection, analysis and presentation reinforce the way information tends to be reproduced. There are interesting debates and pockets of verifiable data, but these are obscured by the overwhelming weight of sensationalism, pressurised advocacy and refusal to examine taken-for-granted assumptions. The main reason is that data in this field generally arise in the context of campaigns so that knowledge is organised around adult requirements for particular kinds of fact, rather than the actual lives and needs of sexually exploited children. 


1.3 In search of a framework

Facts simply do not lie around on the ground to be picked up as pigeons pick up peas. An organisational framework of ideas is necessary in order to measure and monitor any social phenomenon. Within the field of the commercial sexual exploitation of children several clusters of ideas and theories might be considered for their usefulness as organising principles for the development of concepts and the collection of data. Each is related to a particular campaigning stance, and we have chosen to present them here in schematic form (Table 3). 


Table 3: Campaign theories and related theories in the field of the commercial sexual exploitation of children
	Campaign
	Theory

	Feminism
	Patriarchy, the 'girl-child'

	Morality 
	Religion, sexuality, blaming perpetrators, rescuing children

	Child survival and development
	Psychology, medicine

	International development aid
	Poverty, demand and supply (economics), community development

	Children's rights (including sexual rights)
	Power, childhood, human rights



Although all these theoretical structures have their merits and explanatory value, the most coherent and (more importantly) children-focused framework for the purpose of measuring and monitoring the commercial sexual exploitation of children seems to us to be children's rights. This is because consideration of children's rights entails a discussion of the nature of childhood, which is inscribed in the power differential between adults and children. Discussion of this unequal relationship opens the possibility of discussing other inequalities that exist universally, while taking different cultural and historical forms. This would mean that a framework for monitoring based on these ideas would be both stable and flexible. The relationship between children and adults within families, has a parallel in the relationship between children and states, which, in their modern forms, are ultimately responsible for policing parenting, schooling and work, the main socialising institutions of childhood. Likewise, the trio of child/family/state exists within structures of regional and global domination, which include economic disparities, political inequalities and, last but not least, tourism. 

Part II: 2.Towards a Universal Framework using the Convention on the Rights of the Child
One of the main conclusions of the literature review is that children's rights, as provided in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, can be used as the framework for both understanding and measuring the commercial sexual exploitation of children in the broadest possible context. The relevant articles of the Convention should not be limited to Article 34 or even to other articles relating to protection from abuse and exploitation. If eradication of sexual exploitation is the aim, then the maximum force of articles should be brought into action, in order to ensure that eradication campaigns do not consist merely of declarations of intent, legislation, prosecutions, rescue operations and rehabilitation of victims. Protection of children from sexual exploitation requires making use of all relevant articles. 

Although attempts to monitor the Convention on the Rights of the Child began with the idea of developing an article-by-article list of indicators, this has now been abandoned by most workers in this field, in favour of constructing systems of linked indicators, based on clusters of related articles. One way of clustering the articles of the Convention to produce a nationwide monitoring system is already under construction in Vietnam and Nicaragua, as part of the Childwatch International Indicators for Children's Rights project (Ennew & Miljeteig, 1996). However, in the context of particularly intractable and urgent problems, such as the sexual exploitation of children, articles could be bunched or focused, in order to provide a framework for monitoring a specific issue. Figure 2 shows one way in which this might be achieved. The fundamental articles in this figure appear in the shaded portions. These are basic to understanding not only the commercial sexual exploitation of children, but also the contexts in which it takes place. For this reason Article 34 is not the first to appear in this figure. It is preceded by articles relating to the definition of childhood, children's identity and dignity, the very aspects that are violated when sexual exploitation takes place, indeed the reasons why all 'protection' articles are necessary. 

The unshaded portion of the figure contains a groups of articles that are linked to the fundamental articles in various ways, mostly related to provision. The eradication of sexual exploitation cannot take place without monitoring the impact of service provision of many kinds, including special programmes of prevention and rehabilitation. 

Putting such a framework into operation first entails attention to a critical aspect of indicator development, the definition of operational concepts. It is impossible to measure a phenomenon, unless you know what it is. Thus, before rushing to count the numbers of children engaged in any activity, it is vital to spend some time thinking about the ideas involved. For this reason, the right-hand side of the figure contains lists of ideas that have to be defined so that the phenomena involved can be measured. The beauty of such a scheme is that, although the framework is universal, the definition of ideas can be culturally appropriate without violating the basic principles of the Convention. 

Figure 2: Using the Convention of the Rights of the Child as a framework for measuring and monitoring the commercial sexual exploitation of children 

	Articles
	Ideas

	1, 2, 8,16
	Definition of child, children's dignity, nondiscrimination, identity, respect for privacy

	34, 35, (11,16, 17(e), 19, 32, 33, 36) 
	Prostitution, traffic, pornography

	12 (3,13,14,15)
	Consent, power, maturity and the best interests of the child

	Linked articles, relating to prevention, provision of services and rehabilitation
	

	
	3, 4, 39
	Reasonable expectations about service provision and rehabilitation

	
	5,8, 19, 21,22
	Family support

	
	28, 29
	Education

	
	26, 27, 30,40
	Community and state care

	
	24
	Health provision and health education


2.1. Operational definitions

Although it is often claimed that measuring the commercial sexual exploitation is impossible, we would argue that this is an effect of the lack of conceptualisation in the discourse as a whole. Up to this point in time, the main purpose of information gathering on this topic has been advocacy and awareness raising. In view of the fact that 133 nations were represented at the Congress Against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children, each making a declaration that acknowledged the existece of a problem in their country, it can be argued that the advocates have met with considerable success. Now is the moment for a new, more accurate form of data collection, that will provide information of sufficient accuracy to develop programmes of prevention, protection, elimination and rehabilitation. Thus the time is ripe for measurement and monitoring. The process of measurement depends less on techniques than on prior work to identify the phenomena involved, and capture their essential features in operational definitions -- not definitions for all time but ideas that can be grasped and expressed in measurable terms. The process of 'measuring the unmeasurable' is summed up in Box 3. 

The method of deriving operational definitions is: 

€map ideas in current use; 

€compare with the Convention; 

€compare with national realities; 

€decide on a pragmatic, measurable concept. 

	Box 3: MEASURING THE UNMEASUREABLE

	

Identify the phenomenon
þ
	
Commercial sexual exploitation of children

	'Capture' the phenomenon: operational definitions
þ
	What is commercial?
What sex acts?
Who exploits whom? How?
What children? (age, gender, ethnicity)

	Specify the data
þ
	List the data necessary to measure the operational definitions

	Test the data
þ
	Find which data are available

	Research new data
þ
	Seek data that are not currently available, using existing routine systems or setting up sites for routine measurement

	þ
Construct indicators and use for regular monitoring


This review is not the place to enter into lengthy definitional debates. Nevertheless, as an example of the way in which such debates might proceed, the next part of this text will consider briefly and non-exhaustively some of the aspects necessary to defining two fundamental ideas:

€What the chronological definition childhood means with respect to sexuality and sexual activities; 

€The dignity of children. 


The sexual age of a child 

As all the reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child make clear, although a child is defined by the Convention as a human being under the age of 18 years, this cannot encompass all the milestones of childhood, which take into consideration such aspects as criminal responsibility and minimum age for work. It is the nature of childhood to be a development towards maturity, as explicitly mentioned in Article 12, for example. Sexual maturity is perhaps the most notable milestone of childhood after learning to walk and speak. It is marked by rites of passage both formal and informal throughout the world. Yet the timing of these rites is by no means universal. 

One of the earliest considerations of the research for this literature review was the influence of the onset of puberty on the commercial sexual exploitation of children, particularly with the idea of constructing a classificatory matrix to understand better the market for child sexuality (Figure 3). 

Figure 3: A possible matrix for classifying the commercial sexual exploitation of children 
	
	Male 
	Female

	Pre-pubertal
	
	

	Post-pubertal
	
	


However, this raised the questions 'Is puberty a useful idea to use? If so, what is the most appropriate body of literature? 

It could be argued that the timing of puberty determines the beginning of sexual development, and the start of sexual behaviour, marked by psychological and physiological changes. But a biological determinist model cannot be accepted. Sexual behaviour does not emerge as inevitable result of biological changes and bodily development is also influenced by the social context of childhood and by a child's experiences. Although the appearance of secondary sexual characteristics, and changes such as the onset of menstruation may 'mean' that children are reproductively mature in a physical sense, most social groups require further social proof of reproductive responsibility, such as the skills or means to support the next generation. 

In addition, children experience the world as boys and girls and are viewed and treated by others according to their gender. In a sense they grow up in different worlds, so one cannot properly speak of child sexuality, but rather of the development of sexuality (both in the sense of sexual activity and sexual identity) in boys and in girls. The expectations of boys and girls in different societies may entail differential ages for entry into adult reproductive maturity. Thus, for example, where women and children are largely economically dependent on men, a girl's passage to womanhood may take place far earlier, at a chronological age fairly close to the average age of menarche for her social group. Boys, on the other hand, may have to wait far beyond physical maturity to become recognised as men who can build their own house and support their own wife and children. In many African societies this is explicitly recognised through a system of age sets (see Figure 4).

	Figure 4: Ages and stages in the process of becoming an adult are different for boys and girls among the Sereer, West Africa 

	Boys

	Name of stage
	SISSIM
Young of the tribe
	GAYNAK
Shepherds
	PES
Young people
	WAYABAN E
Youth and adults

	Age
	8 to 11 years
	12 to 18 years
	19 to 26 years
	27 to 35 years

	Socialisation
Activities
	Education about what not to do
	Preparation for circumcision
	Circumcision, initiation
	Marriage

	Girls

	Name of stage
	FU NDOG WE
Young girls
	NOG WE
Adolescents
	MUXOLARE
Adults

	Age
	7 to 10 years
	11 to 18 years
	19 to 26 years

	Socialisation
Activities
	Education through numerous prohibitions
	Tattooing
	Marriage, initiation


(Source: Gravrand, 1981, p. 88) 

This basic asymmetry in the social world of boys and girls finds religious sanction in attitudes towards menarche. For instance, in Hinduism, the advent of puberty indicates procreative power or sakti for girls, because blood is in itself seen as the immediate source of health and vitality. In addition, it is connected with unbridled sexual energy. It is believed that women accumulate so much blood (energy) that it needs to be drained regularly or it is believed that even five men cannot hold one woman down. These beliefs also inform the Buddhist tradition. Girls have to learn reticence, undergo privation and practise self sacrifice as they grow into adults. 

Hinduism marks the onset of menstruation by a rite of passage consisting of an elaborate ritual of worship. A girl then also has to conform to new forms of dressing, which include the covering of breasts, application of herbs and restrictions in her movements. outside the family home. The blood of a virgin, and her general 'heated' state, on account of her purity, is regarded as more dangerous because the force of her blood has not been harmonised with the physis of a male to 'cool it down'. Thus on account of gender differences and cultural expectations, puberty marks a distinct stage in the life-cycle of a girl who is now regarded, whatever her sexual feelings or desires may be, as a woman whose body is full: a body with special procreative and sexual powers that needed to be controlled. For boys, on the other hand, the process of development is far less clearly focused and is not remarked upon (Carman & Marglin, 1985). 

All these considerations, which have their parallels in every society, complicate the notion of puberty and make it a shifting notion that is less than useful for defining the age of sexual maturity, despite almost universal acknowledgement of the physical changes it brings (Richards, 1996). 

It would of course be simpler to decide on an arbitrary age below which sexual activities are regarded as unacceptable. However, it would be difficult to arrive at a universally acceptable age and current national legislations varies enormously in this respect. In any case, the grounds for unacceptability might be different, based on moral, physical, psychological or economic factors. What is clear is that the decisions involved are taken by adults who decide at which age sexual activity ceases to be harmful. In the West, this is related to a tendency to distinguish between younger children as victims of sexual activity, while older children's sexual activities are likely to be viewed as delinquent. Although this kind of pattern could be (and in many cases is) imposed on other societies in the name of children's rights, it is this kind of action that impedes implementation. Definitional rules that do not make sense tend to be ignored. 

One path worth pursuing in the search for the sexual age of children was taken by a research group in Zimbabwe. In focus group discussions with groups of youth, adults and child welfare professionals in urban and rural settings, the researchers focused discussions on the age at which children become mature, particularly sexually, and whether they are able to make their own decisions and are able to act. This approach not only takes into account current debates about informed consent (in many areas of life including sexual activities) it also underlines the value of clustering articles to produce a framework for thought and action with respect to rights. It shows that it is difficult to define sexual maturity without taking into account power and maturity. The results of the discussions are interesting: 

i.Rural communities rate children as maturing at earlier ages than urban;

iiProfessionals and youth rate children as maturing earlier than adults;

iiiPhysical maturity is seen to happen earlier than mental maturity in urban areas, and later than mental maturity in rural areas. Rural people generally rate children as becoming mentally mature at much earlier ages than in urban areas;

ivRural groups rate children as able to decide to have sex at much earlier ages than urban people (about five years difference), and youth in both urban and rural areas identify that children are able to decide to have sex at earlier ages than other groups. 

.....The adult groups in urban areas felt girls matured later than boys, but in rural areas the opposite applied. In urban areas signs of maturity were given as the ability to communicate, take on challenges outside the home, be independent, discriminate good from bad and make responsible decisions. In rural areas, similar signs were used, although there was also a strong aspect of the individual's ability to contribute to household work, farming and other tasks (Loewenson & Chikamba, 1994).


The researchers concluded that: 

'The definition of a "child" is thus a combination of a series of physical, mental, sexual and emotional attributes, in which the family and social environment play a role. the ages given by the groups for moving from childhood to adulthood range from 10 to 24. With respect to sexual issues, the law sets 16 as the age for ability of a child to knowingly give consent to sex: while rural groups generally agree with this age, urban groups felt that 17-22 (or an average of 18) was a more appropriate age' (ibid).

Dignity and Innocence 
Among the first considerations to be taken into account in finding operational concepts to begin the process of measuring and monitoring the commercial sexual exploitation of children are ideas of dignity and innocence, which are implicit in all discourses, but seldom examined. Without making these ideas explicit, and culturally relevant, the enterprise of combatting child sexual exploitation will continue to founder on the quicksands of repetition and the reproduction of exhausted, biased assumptions. Because the Convention on the Rights of the Child is 'the most detailed and comprehensive of all of the existing international human rights instruments' (Alston, 1994, p. 1) it has raised particular issues with respect to the application of universal standards. Thus cultural relativism has now become a particularly important issue within human rights debates, no more so than in the area of the sexual exploitation and abuse of children. It can be claimed that 

At a certain level, the debate over the nature of the relationship between international or 'universal' rights standards and different cultural perspectives can never be resolved' (ibid, p. 16).


But perspectives on children and childhood are the very basis of culture, because children are always in the process of developing into adults, which means they call into question, by their very existence, what it is to be a human being in terms of any social group. This also reflects on other fundamental aspects of social life, such as sexuality. Thus the exploration of cultural meanings must be the basis of any research, advocacy or monitoring of the commercial sexual exploitation of children. To say this is not to fall into the trap of cultural relativity, which could preclude action and advocacy on behalf of children whose lives are difficult: 

Just as culture is not a factor which should be excluded from the human rights equation, so too it must not be accorded the status of a metanorm which trumps rights (ibid, p. 20).


The abuse, exploitation or commercial use of children's sexuality is a fundamental of their dignity as human beings. The Convention on the Rights of the Child refers to dignity seven times and it has been claimed that it is 'a concept that permeates the document' (Melton, 1991, p.344). Nevertheless, it is not defined. A former Special Rapporteur to the United Nations on Sale and Traffic points out that 'in the first article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the word 'dignity' comes before 'rights'. This means that human dignity is the foundation and justification of all the rights defined later in the Declaration' (Fernand Laurent, 1992, p. 36). With respect to pornography he suggests that images published should 'take account of all aspects of the fundamental principle of respect for human dignity and which safeguards in particular the dignity of women and the innocence of children' (ibid). This raises the question of whether the dignity of children might perhaps be different from that of adults, and rest in their innocence. 

There is no social science discourse on innocence, but there is a considerable body of literature on purity, which is worth exploring in this respect, much of it related to the ideas of honour and shame that appear in many of the regional discourses on child sexual exploitation. The literature from Latin America was referred to earlier, but the distinction between honour and shame is also important in most other parts of the world, although taking on a different texture in different cultures (Budhaghosa, 1923-31; Carman & Marglin, 1985; Delanay, 1991; Fernea, 1985; Gilmore, 1987; Holy, 1991; Mernessi, 1975; Peristiany, 1966; Peristiany & Pitt-Rivers, 1992; Stewart, 1994). Most anthropological writings agree that cultural notions of honour and shame both critically influence, and are informed by, the constructions of sexuality and sexual morality. They often act as the fundamental axis of evaluation. Moreover, such notions are conceptually inseparable from understanding child sex exploitation. Whatever the extent of its significance in each culture, the honour/shame nexus regulates both inter-sex and intra-sex relations and is tied to power. Honour/shame, purity/innocence are mediating concepts by which people and situations are to be judged; and they also provide the terms of reference for determining the acceptable levels of behaviour in other aspects of society. Clearly, traditional beliefs influence notions of honour, shame and purity in most cultures. Further, there is an important correlation between purity and aspects of physical development, such as puberty. This furthers an understanding of puberty in epistemological terms. 

There is nothing specifically sexual about the concept of 'purity' and yet it is consistently used to refer to sexuality and is inextricably linked with the concept of chastity (Douglas, 1994). Yet defining purity is problematic; does sexual purity mean virginity? Or does it mean keeping to socially sanctioned expressions of sexuality, such as marital fidelity? Does it in fact have nothing to do with sexual purity but is linked to other factors such as menarche? To be pure, especially when talking about either women or children, often means to be sexually untouched but it has further connotations also in that it also means sexually ignorant and passive. Both women and children are supposed to be sexually pure but it takes different forms for both of them and often has very contradictory meanings.

Where morality is derived from Christian tradition, the emphasis on purity is very strong and in these contexts, to be a 'good' woman means being a chaste or pure one. The emphasis on virginity for women is strong as are the generally negative connotations of sexuality. St Paul, for example, saw celibacy as a better and purer option than marriage and viewed sex as something to be avoided or if that did not work, to be channelled into marriage. 

Orthodox Catholicism equates spiritual purity with intactness. The Virgin Mary, for example, is believed to have given birth without breaking her hymen, therefore she remained virgo intacta, even though she was a mother. While this is obviously impossible to emulate, Catholic women are expected to divorce sexuality from reproduction. Even though the only excuse for sexual behaviour is that it may lead to pregnancy, pure women are not supposed to be sexual or enjoy sexual activity. 

This view is not limited to the West or to the Christian tradition. In Thailand, the same division is apparent. Pure women are mothers, impure women are prostitutes. A mother is not supposed to enjoy sex, or to initiate it or to experiment. Men go to prostitutes because they are expected to be the exact opposite of this, sex with them is for enjoyment, not reproduction. 

Pure women, in these instances, are women who have sexual knowledge that is kept tightly within the socially sanctioned bonds of marriage. They are not sexually untouched but they are sexually restrained and remain sexually ignorant of any man other than their husbands (Gilmore, 1983). 

However, there are contrary currents to this as well in that while women are urged to be sexually faithful, they are often mistrusted and viewed as highly sexual beings whose purity or honour must be kept by their men folk (ibid). Their sexuality is so strong and uncontrollable that it has to be constantly watched and guarded, first by fathers and brothers and then by husbands. This also links into the view that women cannot be trusted sexually and that their power is so irresistible that men must be protected form it. Whether or not this takes the form of certain types of Islamic society, whereby a woman must remain covered so she is not a threat to men and does not tempt them, or even in certain situations in the West, where a woman is said to 'lead a man on' because of what she wears, women are seen as highly sexualized, dangerous beings who use their sexuality, knowingly or not, for male destruction. Women can never be pure because they are always sexual and always destructive. 

In many ways, the sexuality of girls is viewed with the same ambivalence as that of women. On the one hand, girls are expected to be innocent and virginal, having no experience or knowledge of sex yet they are also thought to be sexually knowing. In the West, girl children of around puberty are treated with considerable ambivalence (Holland, 1991). Some are presented as still children, innocent and therefore to be kept ignorant and there is often tremendous fuss over issues such as teaching 12 year olds about sex education. However, there is also the view of girls as natural seductresses - the Lolitas or sexy school girls who know exactly how to entrap and seduce older men. The current 'super models' capture this uncertainty well, they are getting younger and younger and more and more child like yet they are also presented as sexual (Wolf, 1991). 

There is still considerable opposition to Freud's notion that children are naturally sexual and that civilisation represses them but it is fairly clear, even to those who dislike Freud and consider many of his propositions seriously flawed, that children are capable of sexual feelings and that sexual purity in children in the sense that it is something they know nothing about, is a myth. Again, this leads on to further debates about the nature of sexuality and the arguments about what children understand about their sexual feelings and whether they label them as sexual but the notion of the sexual child is still one many people are very unhappy with. There is considerable emphasis in this society on stopping children displaying any sexual behaviour in public; girls are sanctioned for sitting improperly so that they may display their underwear and both boys and girls are told off if they touch their genitals publicly (Moore & Rosenthal, 1993). 

Another link between women and girl's sexuality is that of passivity. Both are considered to be passive, waiting for a man to 'discover', develop and deflower them. It is still expected that girls will be taught about sex by an older man (Moore & Rosenthal, 1993). Purity in this case is strongly linked to being passive and waiting. The only instance in which as woman can be active is if she is fighting to preserve her purity. Under Islamic law, for example, a woman who kills while trying to prevent herself being raped is treated leniently while if she is raped the penalties on her are harsh and she is punished for impurity. 

The biggest difference however between the sexual purity expected of women and girls however, is the emphasis on sexual ignorance as opposed to sexual restriction. Girls are supposed to be ignorant of sex, untouched and virginal. The distinction between adults and children is their supposed lack of sexual knowledge and it is this that gives them their innocence. Innocence for children also means ignorance and knowledge of their bodies or its functions is considered bad (Douglas, 1994). Whether or not this is the same as purity is debatable. There has undoubtedly been a conflation of purity, innocence and virginity but this is problematic (ibid). For example, if we take pure to mean sexually pure, then its opposite is sexually impure which is not exact. Sexual impurity does not simply mean not virginal - -it means breaking sexual restrictions and has heavy negative implications. A woman who has had sex is not necessarily sexually impure as long as she has remained with her husband only. However, she may not be seen as sexually pure either if she has had sexual knowledge - which category does she fit into? 

The sexuality of boys is much less problematic as ideas of purity are much less relevant. Boys' sexuality is far more integrated into their personality and sexual experience is acceptable (Moore & Rosenthal, 1993). 

Despite attempts to separate any discussions of women's and children's sexuality, the history of both has meant that they have consistently been placed in the same category. As women have become sexually liberated, children have taken the place of women as the innocent in need of protection. It is hard to generalise about purity and innocence because of the huge cross cultural variations and the need for detailed studies of individual societies' purification beliefs. However, the links between notions of purity in women and children and the fact that this concept can be discussed with much greater ease then men or boy's purity does tend to suggest that purity is a powerful concept which women and girls have to deal with in many environments in a way males do not. Purity is central to many beliefs about children yet it is rarely discussed or defined. It is taken as a given of childhood in the same way as a term like innocence is and is so fundamental, especially to Western societies, that it is rarely questioned. Children's purity and their innocence are directly tied to their ignorance and powerlessness and all are seen as essential components of childhood. It is an area where there is little research or debate yet from the point of view of measuring and monitoring the sexual exploitation of children it is important to arrive at acceptable definitions. 

2.2 Measuring and Monitoring: Challenges and Opportunities

The process of measuring and monitoring children's rights requires definitional work in order to identify the data that will be needed to capture the phenomena involved and meaningfully measure the concepts derived. The data themselves must be children-centred and disaggregated in order to distinguish the groups of children who are most at risk of having their rights violated or not achieved. Data that are gathered to serve the needs of institutions, or organised around adult centred units such as households are not adequate, nor are global national data that provide a single indicator for the entire national child population (Ennew & Miljeteig, 1996). It goes without saying that the kind of data that have been produced in general in the discourses on the sexual exploitation of children are not appropriate. 


2.2.1. Asking the right questions 

The following is a list of some of the questions that could be asked with respect to the sexual exploitation of children, extracted from a guide for data collection on children's rights designed for Central America as part of a joint project between UNICEF and the Inter-American Human Rights Institute (Ennew & Viquez, 1996). As with the conceptual considerations presented above, these are not comprehensive, but were devised to show the paths that might be followed in the development of indicators to measure and monitor the sexual exploitation of children and its eradication. 


How do cultural definitions of childhood affect conceptualisation of phenomena? 

How do legal definitions of childhood affect these phenomena? 

What age groupings are used in collecting and reporting data about these phenomena? 

What forms of discrimination against children and between groups of children operate in this area? 

What disaggregations should be sought in the collection and reporting of data about these phenomena? 

Who is responsible for children's welfare in this area: parents, community or the state? 

What mechanisms exist/are used by children to claim their rights? 

What state welfare mechanisms exist? How effective and accessible are they? 

What community (traditional) mechanisms exist? How effective are they? 

At what ages and in which circumstances are children's views sought and taken into consideration in this area?


In the case of all protection rights there are additional questions to be asked with respect to each article: 

What legal measures protect children in this area? 

What relevant international agreements have been signed and ratified by your country? 

What mechanisms are in place to ensure that these laws and agreements are implemented? 

How well do these mechanisms work?


Solving the definitional problems in this area depends on examining the cultural contexts not only of sexual norms and values, but also of gender and childhood. 

At what ages and under what circumstances can people under 18 legally have sexual relationships? 

What evidence is there of related laws being broken? 

How many convictions are there annually for sexual abuse of children by non related adults? 

What kind of offences are involved?

What groups of children are involved?

Who are the abusers?


Important:Sexual abuse tends to be under-reported. Those who are convicted of abuse are not necessarily representative of child abusers in general. 

How many child prostitutes are brought to the attention of welfare and police authorities each year? 

What groups of adults are involved, as clients or in controlling the child prostitutes? 

What groups of children are involved? 

Is it related to (or believed to be related to) tourism?


Is there evidence of forced or early marriage? 

How many under-age pregnancies occur each year? (This includes looking at figures for abortion and miscarriage as well as live births). Can these be linked to child sexual exploitation or abuse? 

Important: Under-age pregnancies involve two children, the child-mother and her baby. 

What happens to under-age mothers? (Do they miss out on schooling, for example?) 

What happens to their babies? 

How many children annually are treated for sexually transmitted diseases? 

Important: It is important to look at the full range of sexually transmitted diseases and not to concentrate on figures for HIV/AIDS. 


What organisations and programmes exist for eliminating sexual exploitation? 

What are their objectives?
What organisations exist for protagonism by child prostitutes? 

What are their objectives? 

How many children are involved in these organisations? 

What welfare provisions are made for child prostitutes who live and work on the street and have no family links? 

How many children are involved?


What provision is made for children who live and work on the streets to maintain or re-activate family links? 

How many children are involved?


What protective measures are in place to ensure that vulnerable children are not trafficked? 

Are child prostitutes able to obtain health care and to learn how to protect their own health, without discrimination? 

What health services exist specifically for them? 

How many and what kinds of children use these services?


Rehabilitation 

The first task in this group is to define the term rehabilitation. 

Adult interventions on children's behalf in Latin America often seem to depend on the use of certain terms: 'situacion iregular', 'peligro social' and 'situacion de vulnerabilidad' are the most common terms in use. 

Which agencies or types of organisation use these terms? 

What do they mean? 

Who decides when a child is in 'situacion iregular', 'peligro social' or 'situacion de vulnerabilidad'?

Conceptual issues related to this article depend on ideas about: 

€The harm that is known or expected to have occurred to children whose rights to protection have been violated; 

€The expected outcomes of rehabilitation schemes; 

€Available resources; 

€Knowledge of methods of rehabilitation. 


Rehabilitation schemes can have three major aspects: 

€Repairing physical or mental harm; 

€Improving intellectual, social or economic skills;

€Providing welfare and economic resources. 


What rehabilitation schemes exist (governmental, intergovernmental or NGO): 

For child victims of domestic violence and abuse?

For children who have been abducted, or trafficked?

For refugee and displaced children?

For economically exploited children?

For children involved in drug use?

For sexually exploited children?

How many children of each category are involved in such schemes? 

What proportion of children in each category is involved in such schemes?
What are the mechanisms for ensuring that rehabilitation programmes and institutions meet acceptable standards of provision? 

Is advice and support given to families of child victims? 

Is information about rehabilitation schemes readily available, especially among vulnerable populations of children? 

Do rehabilitation schemes include appropriate health services and special educational provision? 

2.2.2. Operational definitions for measuring and monitoring the commercial sexual exploitation of children

To arrive at an operational definition that can be measured, some prior conceptual work may be necessary. For example, dignity cannot be measured, nor can innocence, but if they are defined then it is possible to define and measure acts and practices that violate dignity and innocence. 

With question such as this it is possible to return to the framework of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and begin to tease out some of the definitions that will lead to sepcifying the data that should be collected. Taking one of the linked groups of articles, education (Articles 28 and 29), defining this in so far as it relates to prostitution could lead to the lists of information shown in Figure 5. Likewise, finding operational definitions for the ideas encompassed by the various relationships between children and prostitution, leads to the lists shown in Figure 6, keeping in mind the following primary considerations: 


€Define age ranges, related to the physical, psychological and social development of sexuality, as a basic tool for collecting and presenting data; 

€Define cultural understandings of commerce, exploitation, exchange and reciprocity in the context of gender, custom and sexuality. 

€Remember that gender and custom/culture are fundamental to interpreting the relevant Articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child

Finally, the sources of necessary information can be identified, as in Figure 7. It is in this way that the unmeasurable turns out to be measurable, and the practices involved in the commercial sexual exploitation of children cut down to size, so that they can be eliminated. 


Figure 5: Defining education with respect to prostitution
	State
	Budget provision (for example for sex education, per child, disaggregated by geographical parameters) 

Rehabilitation schemes 

Standards of provision
Teachers (special training)

Teaching materials

Rehabilitation

	Teachers
	Teachers monitoring exploitation
Teachers as early warning system
Teachers identifying cases 

Teachers as exploiters

	Educational indicators as indirect indicators of commercial sexual exploitation
	Drop out
Absenteeism
Educational achievement

(all disaggregated by age, gender, ethnicity, geographical parameters)

	Educational content
	Knowledge of: 

Sexuality

Sexual health

Choices available

How to make choices

Legal and welfare structures



Figure 6: Defining Children and Prostitution within the framework of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
	Article (s)
	

	34, 32, 36
	Adults giving children money/goods/favours for sex;
Adults selling children's sexuality;
Sex and sexuality include
posing for 'pornography'
looking at 'pornography'
touching
talking
looking
feeling (including masturbation)
penetration
procuring

pimping

	3, 12
	Children as witnesses

	37
	Violence, coercion, torture, cruel and inhumane treatment, punishment associated with sexual exploitation

	40, 39, 37
	Juvenile justice: legal background, processing and punishment of child offenders, rehabilitation

	34
	Adult offenders: detection, legal process, punishment, rehabilitation, recidivisim

	58
	Families who prostitute their children, children of prostitutes, children of children who are prostitutes

	30, 24
	Culture and custom:
Includes, early marriage, temporary marriage, practices such as devadasi, initiation, indigenous medicine, circumcision (male and female), tourism, business travel..

	26/27
	Social welfare provision

	24
	Sexually transmitted diseases
Maternal mortality (child mothers)
Child mortality (children of child mothers)
Psychological health


	Figure 7: Data available from Ministries and other government departments

	Justice & Social Work
	Health
	Census
	Education
	Finance

	prosecutions
adults/children
recidivism
actions taken

prostitutes 
adults
children
male/female 

offenders 
pimps, brothel owners, clients, parents/family,po lice,teachers, clergy, selling pornography,
institutions 

Social work - 'at risk' families
	'rehabilitations'
STDs
Pregnancies: 
births, non-births
maternal mortality
Psychology (counselling for
prostituted children)
	Migration patterns (by age and gender) 

Child suicides, homicide victims 

Household data
	Drop out
Absenteeism
School performance 

Special teacher education 

Special materials on:
Prostitution
Sex(uality)
HIV/STD 


Literacy rates
	% for
Sex education
HIV/STD education
Rehabilitation 

(per child)
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Annotated Bibliography

	The moon is laughing at us, the stars weeping for us.

We had tried to reach for the sky

But we are sleeping on the earth. 

When we wake up darkness still looms all around us.

Our morning lies far beyond in the horizon.
Abid Merhti, from Poems by Street Children, Bombay, YUVA. 



Content:

· General texts
· Regional texts
· South East Asia
(Cambodia, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam)

· South Asia
(India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka)

· Africa
(Ethipoia, Kenya, Malawi, Mauretania, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania, Zimbabwe)

· Latin America
(Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Peru) 

· Anglophone West


1. Introduction 

This bibliography is not intended to be comprehensive and does not in any way reflect the totality of texts consulted during the literature review. As the objectives of the review were to map the discourse or discourses involved, examine the data and look for ways of measuring and monitoring the commercial sexual exploitation of children, the literature included in this bibliography has been selected in order to reflect those requirements. Journalistic and sensationalist accounts have been omitted as, in general, have those that show an absence of proper research techniques or theoretical understanding. The exception is the inclusion of certain key texts that have moved the debates forward, or to which reference is frequently made. The purpose of this bibliography is to evaluate the usefulness of the texts examined for the purpose of laying the groundwork for a better understanding of the phenomena involved in the commercial sexual exploitation of children, so that they can be measured and their progressive eradication monitored. 

Because of problems of space and time, this bibliography also lacks reference to the considerable body of theoretical work in the areas of childhood, sexuality and prostitution, for example, the pathbreaking work of authors such as Sigmund Freud, Philippe Aries and Michel Foucault. However, there is a clear debt to such sources within the preceding literature review. 

The more sensational books and articles have been omitted for their inaccurate and exploitative use of data. Nevertheless, some texts written for a popular audience have been included because they show that journalism can be informative and readable without catering to gullibility and prurience. In the regional section, some of the less-well researched areas, such as the Middle East and Eastern Europe are not included because reliable texts are so few. It is regretted that, because of the lack of time available in producing this review, the section on 'the West' is limited to Anglophone literature.

2. General Texts

The texts in this section deal with a number of issues relevant to the commercial sexual exploitation of children, some discussing the issue directly, others providing background data or theoretical frameworks of interest for debates in this area. 

There have been many thousands of articles and books written in the past ten years. The general bibliography highlights the work of some of the major thinkers and researchers on this subject, as well as the books that have been most influential and stimulated the most fruitful debates. 
Two major sets of debates have not been included here. In the past decade and a half, academic researchers have developed significant theoretical tools for analysing the two key ideas addressed in this report, ideas that are clearly important for the views we have expressed. However, this literature is now voluminous and those readers who are not familiar with it are advised to consult specialist bibliographies. 


Allsebrook, A. and Swift, A., 1989, Broken Promise, London: Hodder and Stoughton. 
ISBN: 0-340-50906-6 

The work of two journalists. A good cross-cultural study of children in difficult circumstances, including in the West. Gives an excellent life history of young prostitutes in New York, without using stereotypes or moral judgements. It also deals with First and Third World children equally without any of the delinquent/victim dichotomy inherent in so much of the literature. Based on case histories of individuals. 

Bell, L., 1987, Good Girls/Bad Girls: Feminists and Sex Trade Workers Talk Face to Face,Toronto: The Women's Press.
ISBN: 0-88961-112-2 

The overriding theme of this book is the antagonism between feminists and sex workers and the way the majority of sex workers reject the exploitation label. There is section on child prostitution in which two adult sex workers demand that child prostitution be looked at in context. They write: 

'I work on the street, and yes, there are a lot of kids out there. The young child prostitutes on the street haven't made a conscious decision to be prostitutes. They're there to survive. They're doing it to get money to get a place to sleep, some food to eat. They also do B and E's [breaking and entering], they also rip off credit cards. They'll do anything they have to, to survive. Society continually whitewashes their problems with prostitution. I would like to see society look at the kids problems, the whole issue - not just call them prostitutes and deal with it on that level' (Valerie Scott). 

'I also find it very interesting that they look at the child prostitute, and they say the problem is prostitution. They forget the problems of theft, drugs, or just general exploitation of youth on the street... It's bordering on criminal for officials to try and say that prostitution is responsible for this. Prostitution is a symptom of a greater problem that these children have experienced that put them on the street in the first place' (Mary Scott). 

Boudhiba, A. , 1982, Exploitation of child labour: Final report of the Special Rapporteur of the UN Sub Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, Geneva: United Nations. 

Boudhiba's report was not only extremely influential in its day in drawing official attention to the issue of child labour, it was also ahead of its time in giving priority to two particular groups of child workers: child domestic servants (which he called 'maids of all work' and child prostitutes. Although neither category has been given the attention it deserves, his efforts to conceptualise both within the overall framework of child work were pathbreaking. 


Burja, J.,1982, Prostitution, Class and the State in C. Sumner (ed.), Crime, Justice and Underdevelopment, London: Heinemann.
ISBN: 0-435-8288-6 

This article is not strictly relevant to children but the author presents an interesting argument, analysing prostitution in Marxist terms, with particular reference to Kenya. She argues that prostitution reinforces the capitalist system because men are forced to move to cities, where their wages are not sufficient to support a wife. Whereas in rural areas they had been able to rely on the free domestic and sexual services of their wives, they are obliged to pay for these services in urban settings. Prostitutes thus fulfill a specific role in the capitalist state by limiting discontent. Burja states that, in Kenya, men may chose to work at particular locations because prostitutes are available. 


Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism, Caught in Modern Slavery: tourism and child prostitution in Asia, International Campaign to End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism (ECPAT); report and proceedings of the Chiang Mai Consultation, May 1-5, Bangkok: The Ecumenical Coalition on Third World 
A collection of the main papers presented at a consultation in Chiang Mai, including analysis of the problem and national reports from Thailand, Sri Lanka, The Philippines, Taiwan and India. The Consultation recommended that a three year international campaign to abolish child prostitution, "End Child Prostitution in Asian Tourism" (ECPAT) be undertaken. The initial focus of the campaign would be on child prostitution in Asian tourism which could then perhaps be broadened to other regions. The collection includes an outline of the action plan. 

Ennew, J. , 1986, Sexual Exploitation of Children, Cambridge: Polity Press.
ISBN: 0-7456-0230-4 

Within the context of theories of childhood and the then emerging debates on children's rights the author argues that child prostitution is about power rather than about sex. Arguing against simplistic moralist and feminist positions she claims that it is necessary to consider the way child prostitution is inscribed within power relationships of age, race and class as well as gender. Ennew is critical of sensationalist treatments of the sexual exploitation of children, critically discussing the data available with respect to child prostitution, child pornography and sex tourism. 

Ennew, J., & Milne, B., 1989, The Next Generation: Lives of Third World Children, London: Zed Books. 
ISBN: 0-862-32781-4 

A now somewhat dated consideration of what children's rights mean in developing countries, consisting of a long introductory essay and twelve country case studies. Argues that poverty is about powerlessness as much as economics and that children are the most powerless in any society. The case study of Thailand, in particular discusses sexual exploitation and child prostitution. 

Fernand-Laurent, J., 1983, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others, Geneva: United Nations.
ECOSOC E/1983/7 17 March 1983 

A forerunner of the Muntabhorn reports (see below). Even though Fernand-Laurent was reporting to a different part of ECOSOC, his report could be said to have been more influential in bringing the issue of child sexual exploitation to the fore and also more successful in its use of information. Fernand-Laurent discussed child prostitution within the wider context of prostitution of, and traffic in, all categories of person. His approach thus differed from that of Boudhiba (above) by taking a more human rights perspective, at a time when the Convention on the Rights of the Child was still in the early stages of drafting: 'At the heart of the struggle for respect and promotion of human rights, a more specific struggle is to be waged for the liberation of women and children because they, together with the poor, are least equipped to defend themselves' (p. 36). In addition, this report is unique in taking a balanced view of existing data: 'The important point is not the scale of the phenomenon in terms of numbers but its degree of seriousness as a violation of the fundamental rights of the human person' (p. 14). 

Graburn, N.H., 1983, Tourism and Prostitution, Annals of Tourism Research, 10 (3)
ISSN: 0160-7383 

One of the strongest anti-tourist texts, makes the relationship between prostitution and tourism explicit. Claims that the men of poorer countries are turned into pimps who have to sell their country's beauty, while the whole country is prostituted to tourists. 



Holland, P., 1992, What Is A Child, London: Virago. 
ISBN: 1-85381-273-0 

Looks at images of children from a largely feminist perspective and discusses the way children have been portrayed in advertising, including with respect to their sexuality. The sexuality of children 's is based on their being unknowing but full of potential. Once they have given up this potential, they are no longer so alluring, so that sexually abused children are viewed with a mixture of distaste and condemnation. 

International Save the Children Fund, 1991, Position Paper on the CommercialSexual Exploitation of Children, London: Save the Children Fund.
ISBN: None 

Recognises the link between domestic service and prostitution. Admits that children may pimp for other children and that the whole process is much more complicated than many campaigners admit 

Korbin, J. E., 1987a, Child sexual abuse: Implications from the cross-cultural record, in N. Scheper-Hughes ed., Child Survival: Anthropological Perspectives on the Treatment and Maltreatment of Children, Dordrecht, Boston, Lancaster, Tokyo: D. Reidel Publishing Company, (247 267).
ISBN: 1-55 608-028-X 

Korbin writes about the theoretical issues concerned with child sexual abuse. She notes that sexual conduct and therefore abuse is defined differently across cultures. She offers 
five guidelines for the definition of sexual abuse: Violation of family roles; Coercion; Consent; Secrecy and Age discrepancy. 

Korbin, J.E., 1987b, Child maltreatment in cross-cultural perspective: Vulnerable children and circumstances, in R.J. Gelles & J.B. Lancaster (eds.), Child Abuse and Neglect: Biosocial Dimensions, New York: Aldine de Gruyter, (31-56).
ISBN 0-202-30333-0 

In this article Korbin discusses factors that render a child vulnerable to abuse and suggests a useful way of defining child abuse universally, while taking into account cultural differences. She argues that there are three levels to culturally informed definitions: 

(1) Cultural practices that are viewed as abusive or neglectful by other cultures, but not by the culture in question; (2) idiosyncratic departure from one's cultural continuum of acceptable behaviour; and (3) societally induced harm to children beyond the control of individual parents and caretakers (p. 34).

Muntabhorn, V. 1992. Sale of Children, Report submitted by the Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, New York: United Nations. 
E/CN.4/1992/55 

One of the most widely quoted texts on child prostitution and source of many of the stories that have since been circulated until they take on the position of 'fact'. Muntabhorn appears to be the original source for the 'fact' that there has been an increase in demand for younger children because they are believed to be AIDS free (paragraph 138) for which he gives no references. Information for this survey was gathered by sending out questionnaires to the welfare services of different governments, so that some under reporting or over emphasising of certain problems must be expected. Muntabhorn defines a child as anyone under 18, without differentiation. He looks at the sale of children in a wide context, which includes the sale of children for adoption, exploitation of child labour, organ transplantation, armed conflict and abduction. He concludes that children are more likely to be exploited when there are 'pockets' of deprivation and large gaps between rich and poor. 


Muntabhorn, V. 1993. Sale of Children, Report submitted by the Special Rapporteur on the Sale of Children, New York: United Nations. 
E/CN.4/1993/67 

In this second of the three reports made during his period as Special Rapporteur, Muntabhorn reiterates much of what was said in the previous report. In addition, he links exploitation to industrialisation and points to the importance of local male clients in the child sex trade. He also refers to child pornography and black magic. He recommends the rehabilitation of paedophiles and calls for the psychological patterns of paedophiles' needs to be researched in depth. 
Muntabhorn, V. 1994. Sale of Children, Report submitted by the Special Rapporteu on the Sale of Children, New York: United Nations.
E/CN.4/1994/85 

This third report again emphasises the importance of macro economic factors and states that children are most likely to be affected adversely by structural adjustment. Munabhorn also examines social factors and claims that socially marginal people, such as hill tribes in Nepal and untouchables in India, are more likely to be exploited. He examines prostitution in terms of other available employment for children of low socio-economic status, concluding that prostitution is a choice from among many evils and that mental and physical trauma are evident in both sweatshops and brothels. 


Narvesen, O. (1989). The Sexual Exploitation of Children in Developing Countries, Oslo: Redd Barna.
ISBN: 82-7481-003-1 

This NGO report provides the much quoted figure of one million sexually exploited children in Asia but goes on to claim that the working number of prostitutes is 15,000-20,000. The author states, on the basis of uncritically-examined secondary data, that the at risk groups of children most likely to become prostitutes are housemaids, street children and children of women in prostitution. Narvesen also claims that children rarely lose their virginity to customers and that they are seldom sold into prostitution entirely against their will. Information was collected from Redd Barna partner organisations in Peru and the Philippines. 

Scheper-Hughes, N. and Stein, H. (1987). Child Abuse and the Unconscious in American Popular Culture in N. Scheper Hughes (ed.), Child Survival: anthropological perspectives on the treatment and maltreatment of children, Dordrecht, Boston, Lancaster, Tokyo: D. Reidel Publishing Company (339-358).
ISBN: 1-55608-028-X 

Excellent article suggesting that the discovery of child abuse says less about perpetrators, than those who uncover abuse. As poor, minority children are increasingly targeted in government cutback schemes, so individual families from that group are singled out for attack. Neglect and poverty kill far more children than physical or sexual abuse, but dealing with societal neglect means tackling issues at a societal level. Fears of child abuse become more acute when there is a cultural crisis: 'the anxiety about child abuse is, in part, the displaced expression of anxiety about the many changes our society has undergone with respect to sex roles, sexuality and family life' (p. 343). This article provides important insights into the reasons why public interest focuses on sexual abuse rather than on other forms of abuse. 

VENA Journal, The Girl Child, Volume 6, 2, 1995, pp. 80 

This volume consists of ten articles that discuss different theoretical aspects of the girl-child discourse. They are well argued and most of the contributors have correctly criticised the discourse as both harmful and redundant. For instance, certain popular beliefs are brought to book. As Gupta points out, female infanticide and foeticide may be a manifestation of the low value of girls, but the practices are not related to the socio-economic situation of the families; "it is patriarchy operating through women themselves". Similarly, Henderson argues that the physical person of the young girl become the site where these contradictions are tested and the girls becomes the object of blame. In Kenya, Muyakho notes that teenage pregnancies hinder girls' education because they are not allowed to remain in school as they will be a bad example to other innocent girls, by seeming to give a seal of approval to the pregnancy. Judith Ennew's article questions the utility of current definitions that focus on sexual vulnerability. In the first place, current gender theories make it appear that only females (and homosexual men) are the bearers of gender. Secondly, where girls and women are concerned, the main focus is sexuality. The sexuality of girls is seen as intrinsically dangerous and provides a focus and rationale for adult, male control of girls. Thus, although the discourse on feminism in India takes socio economic oppression into account, it bases its arguments on Northern notions of childhood and gender, which create barriers to female empowerment. 

Vittachi, A. 1989, Stolen Childhood, Cambridge: Polity Press.
ISBN: 0-7456-0714-4 

Very general, journalistic account of child abuse, using secondary data. Deals with street children, prostitutes and the economics of the situations. Does not form hierarchies of abuse or ignore the social and economic aspects of the children's lives and deals with the problems of children in the first and third world with equal sympathy. Shows that children's perceptions of the worlds they live in and the risks they face are often radically different from those trying to help them.


3. Regional Texts 


3.1.1. South East Asia 


South East Asia has been in the forefront of recent campaigns against the commercial sexual exploitation of children. Campaigning groups such as ECPAT have been based there and have used it as their starting point of analysis. There is thus a disproportionate amount of literature on the countries of South East Asia, in particular Thailand and the Philippines, which have had the most vocal and well organised campaigners. Newer countries of interest include Vietnam and Cambodia but, as yet, there have been fewer articles and newspaper stories written abut these countries. Despite so much attention to the issue, serious research is still rare in this region. 

Much of the work focused on South East Asia has been on the 'sex tourist' who travels from his home country to buy sex from local children. The extent of abuse of child prostitutes by local men and women remains undisclosed and there has been no well-conducted research of the extent and nature of commercial sexual exploitation by locals. Instead, the majority of the texts focus on foreign men, and especially the role of the tourist, in exacerbating or even creating a local sex industry. 

Other researchers, especially Western anthropologists and sociologists have examined the predisposing factors that might lead some countries in South East Asia, such as Thailand and the Philippines to have a problem of sex tourism, while others such as Indonesia and Malaysia have largely avoided them (even though they both have a thriving indigenous sex industry). They have looked at the role of certain cultural factors, such as the status of women, which are claimed to have helped in sustaining the sex industry(Hantrakul 1983), Buddhism (Thitsa 1980), militarism and economics (Truong 1990). 

Like the material on the West (see later), there are noticeable gaps in this discourse, most importantly on local markets and the traffic from adjoining countries. Some work has been carried out on the ways women are brought from Burma and China into Thailand but, further research is necessary, for example on the Vietnamese women who work in Cambodian brothels, as well as the Malaysian men who are reported to have sex with young Chinese girls in Thailand's border brothels. 

Unfortunately much of the research done on South East Asia is sensationalised and unreliable. It is also rarely placed in an economic or social context. There has been a great deal of mass media interest in the child prostitutes of South East Asia and many hundreds of newspaper articles have been published, which have been omitted from this bibliography, along with sensationalising books. Instead this bibliography reflects the issues that have been important in forming a discourse on child prostitution in South East Asia.

Asia Partnership for Human Development, 1985, Awake, Sydney: APHD.
ISBN: None 

This publication is written from a Christian perspective that sees prostitution is necessarily wrong, and is also critical of migration and 'Westernisation' (although these terms are rarely defined). Contains a series of articles by middle class women, talking about, rather than for, poorer women in their communities. In this ideology, Westernisation=economic hardship=prostitution (both adult and child). 

Asia Partnership for Human Development, 1992, Awake 2, Philippines: APHD.
ISBN: None 

Contains similar ideas to the 1985 volume and views both migration and prostitution negatively. Statistics on migration and prostitution are provided as if they were one and the same. 

Black, M, 1994, Home Truths, New Internationalist , February 1994.
ISSN: 03050- 9529 

One of the very few articles to attack the prevailing view of children as victims. Looks at girls in the Philippines who work as prostitutes part time but do not call themselves prostitutes and do not see themselves in that light. The author examines the girls' perceptions of who they are and what they do, contrasting this with the views of campaigners who claim to speak on their behalf. 

Black, M. , 1995, In the Twilight Zone, Child workers in the hotel, tourism and catering industry, Geneva: International Labour Office.
ISBN: 92-2-109194-5 

Good, unemotive survey which looks at prostitution in terms of the economic choices that poor, unskilled child workers have to make and views child prostitution as one end of the spectrum. Very good at looking at the children's point of view and does not see child prostitution as an unique horror. Black attempts to differentiate between children so that a 17 year old is not automatically put in the same category as a 10 year old simply because they are both defined as children. Critically examines the role of tourists in child prostitution and claims that the link is not as causal as many campaigners claim. 

Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism, 1983, Tourism, Prostitution, Development, Bangkok: ECTWT.
ISBN: 974-87274-8-3 

The first text of its kind to document and denounce tourism abuses and link them explicitly to prostitution. ECTWT was the forerunner of ECPAT. Its mandate is explicitly anti tourist and it blames tourist for many of the worst abuses from prostitution and increased drug trafficking to militarism. 

Harrison, D., 1992, The Social Consequences, in Tourism and the Less Developed Countries, London: Bellhaven. 
ISBN: 1-85293-1329 

Claims that there is no straightforward relationship between tourism and the degradation of the host culture. Evidence is ambiguous, for example, although traditional art may be simplified for tourists, it retains its vitality and much of its significance. 

Heyzer, N., 1986, Working Women of Southeast Asia - Development, Subordination and Emancipation, Milton Keynes: Open University Press. 
ISBN: 0-335-15384-4 

The author takes a feminist view of sex tourism and states that it is dependent on the stereotype of the docile, smiling and childlike South East Asian women who are also sexually available. She does point out that prostitution is also a cultural fact of indigenous life in many of these countries and that many brothels exist for local clients. She also notes that prostitutes can be seen as entrepreneurs making economic choices to improve their economic situation. Repeats various assertions about prostitutes, but these are unreliably sourced, such as that very young girls and virgins are much in demand and command high prices because of the fear of HIV/AIDS. She claims that sometimes girls are forced to have successive operations to restore their hymens, but this also is unsourced. She points out that there is a high level of cross over between domestic service and brothels and that girls who go to work as maids can end up as prostitutes. Even when these women are removed from brothels they are 'retrained' as domestic servants., with little attempt at psychological rehabilitation. As servants they work long hours for low pay with bad treatment and no legal protection. They often drift back into prostitution or the 'lesser' massage parlours. Heyzer suggests that there are four causes of prostitution: 

€Children are socialised into economic life between five and 15 years of age. In extreme cases, the child may be given as a bond although male children will go into unskilled agricultural work and girls into domestic service and prostitution. In most poor families, children are economically active/exploited early on.
€Violence and coercion -- once women are prostitutes, the threat of violence from their pimps prevents them from leaving. Suggestions of police collusion in Bangkok.
€Ideology of male sexual needs. A man is considered virile and macho if he has slept with many women. As standards of chastity are applied rigidly to women, the only way he can get this experience is through prostitutes. Hence the rise in brothels catering to local clients.
€Toleration by some sections of society. Considered by some a normal solution to poverty and condoned by others who benefit and are supported by the sale of children. 

Hodgson, D., 1994, Sex tourism and child prostitution in Asia: Legal responses and strategies, in Melbourne University Law Review, 19, June 1994, (512-44) 

A comprehensive review of international legal responses to sex tourism, as well as of dometsic law in receiving and sending countries. Reviews the roles of governments and non-governmental organisations and is useful, balanced background material on the topic. 

Hodgson, D., 1995, Combating the organized sexual exploitation of Asian children: recent developments and prospects, in International Journal of Law and the Family, (9), (23-53). 

The first part of this article covers much the same ground as Hodgson 1994. However, the second part reviews the various options facing non-governmental organisations, in both advocacy and programming. 

Ireland, K., 1993, Wish you Weren't Here, London: Save the Children Fund UK.
ISBN: 1-870322-72X 

Good review of other literature on the subject of sex tourism, in particular what is known of paedophiles, the ways sex tourism can be prevented and case studies of Thailand, the Philippines and Sri Lanka. No first hand research but Ireland is explicit about this and does not try to push his data beyond its useful possibilities. 

Muntabhorn, V. (n.d.) Child Prostitution in Thailand, Unpublished manuscript.
ISBN: None 

Discussion of Thai laws concerning prostitution. Brief look at the historical and cultural factors before turning to a discussion of the contemporary situation. Looks at policy considerations but these are obvious: education, prevention, rehabilitation and so forth. No discussion of how this is actually going to happen.

O'Grady, R. 1992, The Child and the Tourist, Bangkok: ECPAT.
ISBN: None 

This the book that might be claimed to have kick-started the movement against child prostitution. As such it is simplistic but is written for a popular audience. There is no first hand research, sources of information are largely newspaper reports. No sources are given for the numbers provided. Written as a campaigning booklet, now somewhat out of date. 

O'Grady, R., 1994, The Rape of the Innocent, Bangkok: ECPAT.
ISBN: None 

Similar to the above book, unsourced and unreliable. It is interesting that O'Grady tries to link the abuse of Burmese women in Thailand to the tourist problem, when the connection cannot be proven. The women he discusses were trafficked by Thai and Burmese men, with the collusion of the Thai police into local brothels in Rayong where they were kept in horrific conditions and were used by Thai and Burmese men. There was certainly abuse there but tourists, blamed by O'Grady, were not involved. O'Grady goes on to claim that it is lack of morals not poverty that leads parents to sell their children. 

Sachs A., 1994, The Last Commodity: Child Prostitution in the DevelopingWorld, World Watch 7 (4).
ISSN: 0896-0615 

An article based on other sources, mostly from ECPAT. Sachs estimates: 

60,000 child prostitutes in the Philippines
400,000 child prostitutes in India
800,000 child prostitutes in Thailand 

Claims that child prostitution is fuelling the AIDS pandemic, because children contract HIV, go back to their villages and infect others. 

Taliercio, C., 1993, International Law and Legal Aspects of Child Sex Tourism in Asia: A Contemporary Form of Slavery? Unpublished thesis: University of Stockholm.
ISBN: None 

After a long attack on sex tourism, based entirely on O'Grady and Narvesen, the author examines the details of 'a Swedish suspect' and the problems of prosecution. The man was found in a hotel room with a boy of 14, but claimed that he thought the boy was 15 and therefore that sex was legal. As the boy lacks a birth certificate, the evidence was not collected in a way that would stand up in a Swedish court, the man was able to jump bai, leave the country and get a new passport, because all Swedes constitutionally have the right of return. 

Truong, T. D., 1982, The Dynamics of Sex Tourism, in Development and Change, 14 (4).
ISSN: 0012-155X

Links mass tourism to sex prostitution. Looks at the historical background of prostitution: how the geisha system, concubines and other forms of relationships including polygamy are all forms of sexual exchange for money. Also linked to the breakdown of traditional society, labour now being concentrated in towns, patriarchal control loosening and the break down of extended kin relations. 

Truong, T. D. 1986, Virtue, Order Health and Money: Towards a ComprehensivePerspective on Female Prostitution in Asia, United Nations: Bangkok.
STA/ESCAP/388 

A feminist view sympathetic to sex workers that positions their work in the context of other choices available in South East Asia. Women sex workers have often tried other jobs but are made redundant or change employment. There is little entrepreneurial prostitution and women rarely consciously see it as a means for social betterment when very young. For them elements of coercion and force are more important. Truong denies that prostitutes are any more or less responsible for the spread of STDs than other sexually active members of society. 

Truong, T. D. , 1990, Sex, Money and Morality, London Zed Books.
ISBN: 0-86232-936-1 

This is the published version of a PhD dissertation originally written for a strictly academic audience. It presents a review of the reasons for prostitution and the feminist arguments for and against the practice, discussing the effects of Buddhism on women's status and also the contribution of tourism. Examines theories of structuralism, functionalism and feminist views of women and prostitution and shows the weaknesses of each in relation to prostitution. Truong follows Foucault in seeing the body as socially constructed and a historical phenomenon: views of the body change over time, depending on the culture. She claims that prostitution is often only seen from a single viewpoint such as. biological instinct, morality, the class structure or poverty. These approaches have tended to be ahistorical and unhelpful. The author notes that the birth of a girl is now favoured because of the income she can earn. Some women classify themselves as breadwinners, not victims or as immoral. Levels of interest in prostitution had died down until it became an issue again with trafficking of women and children, sex tourism and mail order brides etc. but this is not the only effect the media has. If the media states that young or Oriental girls `are fashionable, their market price will rise. 


Cambodia

Cambodian Women's Development Association, 1994, Prostitution Survey Results, Phnom Penh: CWDA.
ISBN: None 

A survey of 399 prostitutes carried out over a two week period in Phnom Penh by CWDA staff. This does not tell you what questions were asked of the women and the researchers deliberately left out women who had been born in Phnom Penh. They did not interview girls under 15, claiming that they are kept off the street and not allowed to be interviewed. 

Care International in Cambodia. (1994). Men are Gold, Women are Cloth. A report on the potential for HIV/AIDS spread in Cambodia and implications for HIV/AIDS education, Phnom Penh: Care International.
ISBN: None 

Written by NGO workers in Phnom Penh trying to find the ways that HIV is spread. Therefore they are not looking at prostitution as such but discussing it. The interviews are more concerned with perceptions of AIDS. It therefore places prostitution within this discourse. There is a heavy emphasis on prostitutes and men visiting them as a vector of the disease and also with the Vietnamese prostitutes who make up over 50% of the numbers of prostitutes in Cambodia and are prized for the lightness of their skin . Many of the women are under 18, as Khmer culture places emphasis on youthful sexuality and beauty. 




Indonesia 

Murray, A. , 1991, No Money, No Honey A Study of Street Traders and Prostitutes in Jakarta, OUP: Singapore.
ISBN: 0-19588-991-6 

Murray uses the idea of 'communal space' in this study of Kampungs of Jakarta. She argues that it is the women who possess this space within the neighbourhood or 'alley side', as a matrifocal resource that sustains a culture and functions to bolster women's collective identity.Young prostitutes reject the use of derogatory terms about themselves and refer to themselves instead as 'experimental girls'. 


Korea 

Good Shepherd Sisters, 1994, Report on Trafficking, Seoul: Justice and Peace Commission.
ISBN: None 

Claims that 22% of prostitutes there are under 19 but there is no source for this figure. Also claims that most girls do not send money home to their parents, but again, this is not sourced. 

Lie, J., 1995, The Transformation Of Sexual Work In 20th Century Korea in Gender and Society, 9 (3).
ISSN: 0891-2432 

Prostitution in Korea is long established and institutionalised. In the pre-colonial era, kinsaeng flourished and even though not all kinsaeng were prostitutes, many were. Under Japanese occupation, prostitution became international. Women were shipped to and from Japan and Korea. The first kinsaeng school was set up. During the war, Korean and Japanese women were forced to receive 100 300 men a day, 17 hours a day. Korean women were paid less and treated worse than Japanese women. After the war, prostitutes largely catered to American men. In the 1970s, the government praised prostitutes for bringing money into the country. Sex tourism has continued into the 90s with male prostitution now becoming an issue. Does not deal with child prostitution as such, but it is interesting to see the traditional patterns of service and duty which seem similar to Thailand and Taiwan. 



Malaysia 

Ah Eng, L., 1986, Peasants. Proletarians and Prostitutes: A Preliminary Investigation into the Work of Chinese Women in Colonial Malaya, Singapore: Institute of Asian Affairs.
ISBN: 997-19883-8-0 

Prostitution in the colonial period was tolerated because it lead to a docile (male) labour force. Unbalanced sex ratios in labour camps and plantations meant that employers thought prostitutes were a necessity. Much of the prostitution at this point was controlled by secret gangs. Eng examines prostitution comparatively as well as at what the alternative forms of employment existed for girls. Domestic service carried with it a high possibility of exploitation and rape. Often domestics were the daughters of prostitutes. Mining and working on the rubber estates were other options but also were badly paid. The stigmatisation of prostitutes was used to keep 'decent' girls of all classes in conformity. In all these jobs, a single woman earned considerably less than a man.

Philippines 

ECPAT Philippines, 1994, Tourism and Child Prostitution in Cebu, Manila: ECPAT Philippines.
ISBN: None 

All ECPAT literature carries the same message. The problem is external and caused by outsiders. Despite the rhetoric of looking at political and economic factors, this only applies to the clients. ECPAT literature rarely looks at the moral and economic factors that affect children. Claim that young women are in high demand as they are thought to be free of HIV. Japanese men are considered to be the worst offenders 

Forbes C. 1989, The sexual exploitation of children: the Philippines in C. Moorehead, Betrayal: Child Exploitation In Today's World, London: Barrie and Jenkins. 
ISBN: 0-7126-2170-9 

This article is part of a collection written by journalists. It deals with prostitution as a result of the Marcos regime, especially the former President's determination to open the country up to tourists and also because of the military presence of United States servicemen. Forbes claims that Pagsanjan has diminished in importance as a destination for paedophiles as it was taken over by communist forces and the pedophiles were driven away. There are now reckoned to be only 200 child prostitutes there. However he still claims that there are 30,000 child prostitutes in the Philippines
Health Action Information Network, 1987, Child and Youth Prostitution in the Philippines, Manila.
ISBN: None

Very good summary and analysis of the issues involved. This is a collection of articles ranging from one written by a paedophile to an ethnography of two areas of the Philippines were child prostitution flourishes. The book gives a well balanced analysis and includes topics not usually discussed such as class, race and indigenous prostitution. Admits there is little knowledge about the problem and acknowledges the exaggeration that is sometimes involved in terms of STDs and numbers of prostitutes. Is careful to look at the socio-cultural factors involved and the economics which make prostitution a valid choice for children. Final article written by a former child prostitute is very good. It deals with life as a prostitute, not liking the life but unable to find something better and gives a very good insight into the lives of these children, what they suffer but also their resilience and attempt to take control of their own lives.

IPC., 1988, Sexual Exploitation of Children in Philippines: Final Report, Unpublished Manuscript: Manila.
ISBN: None 

Many statistics about children, why they do what they do, how they started this life, who their customers are. Also their attitudes to street life, school, customers. Potentially useful but no analysis of the statistics. 

Lorayes, A. Z. (n.d.) Child Prostitution - The Tribe of Lost Souls, No source.
ISBN: None 

Journalistic article linking tourism and prostitution and claiming there was very little child prostitution before foreigners came. Quotes the popular figures of 20,000 child prostitutes in the Philippines. Emphasises the emotional difficulties that children have after prostitution without proper counselling and shows how incapable the rehabilitation services are at dealing with 'problem' children. Nevertheless, the article does touch on some of the complexities of the issues and there is no attempt to simplify matters or look for easy solutions. 

Rosario, A. M. del, 1989, The Street Girls of Metro Manila: Vulnerable Victims of Today's Silent Wars. A Situation Study on Street Girls done in Collaboration with Childhope, Manila: Childhope Asia.
ISBN: None 

This text is not focused specifically on prostitution, which makes good grounds for comparison with other street children and puts child prostitution in context -- it is not the only danger that girls on the street face. Girls can earn four times as much as prostitutes than as street vendors or begging. The background of many child prostitutes and street girls seems similar. Although this study does emphasise that there are many more boys than girls on the streets although it gives no explanation for this. States that some of the children had been institutionalised and had hated the strict regimes, although the majority (73%) were happier in care because they had access to regular meals. 

Salinlahi, Inc. (n.d.) Child Prostitution and Tourism, Unpublished Manuscript.
ISBN: None 

Draws a distinction between post- and pre-colonisation and views the Philippine problems as arising from new values, such as Catholicism. Links that to tourism, giving a account of the country being corrupted by foreign influences -- very similar to the ECPAT vision. Suggests that there are 20, 000 child prostitutes in the Philippines. Also draws links between sexual abuse and child prostitution. Estimates that 60% of abused children become prostitutes. Summarises rehabilitation programmes and prevention programmes that are currently going on in the Philippines -- mostly small scale and run by church groups. 

Stoop, C. de , 1991, They are so Sweet Sir: The Cruel World of Traffickers in Filipinas and other Women, Manila: Limitless Asia.
ISBN: 971-91396-0-9 

Although this book does not deal with children, it is written in the sensationalist tone that characterises much child prostitution literature and uses many of the same assumptions: all women are victims, and none of them willingly do what they do. The author does not discuss women who chose to stay, or at least become accustomed to prostitution. He documents the fate of some of the women who are particularly abused and discusses the collusion of the police or the immigration service who hand them back to their abusers when they go for help. De Stoop also claims that many of the men who want women for sex are often old, cripples and sick or men looking for submission and innocence. 

Sturdevant, S. P. and Stotzfus, B., 1993, (eds.), Let the Good Times Roll: Prostitution and the Military in Asia, CIIR/The New Press 
ISBN: 1-56854-0496 

In this volume of collected texts there is a contrast between the life histories presented and the analyses of some authors. The Western, middle class , female writers see prostitution negatively, whereas the prostituted women themselves seem resigned to it. The gradual slide into prostitution is well documented, many have tried other jobs but they did not like them. Some authors are good on the complexities of the situation and the general moral ambivalence about prostitution. Cynthia Enloe draws a sympathetic picture of both sides. On the one hand are the young men whose sexuality and prowess is verified by their use of sexual services and their bonding sessions of paid sex. Women sex workers are mediators between the two cultures especially between both sets of men.
In their final essay, Sturdevant and Stotzfus write about the difficulties of equating Third and First World prostitution. Circumstances are different and generalisation on either side is harmful. Prostitution supports a whole 'respectable' economy as retail outlets spring up around areas to which tourists/servicemen are attracted by prostitution. Yet only prostitution is stigmatised 


Thailand 

Archavanitkul, K. and Havanon, N. , 1990, Situation, Opportunities and Problems Encountered by Young Girls in Thai Society, Bangkok: Terre des Hommes.
ISBN: None 

This text deals with all types of vulnerable 'girl children' in Thailand and therefore puts prostitution into perspective there. Estimates that 30,000 million baht are made out of the sex industry every year ,but does not distinguish whether this is adult or child prostitution so this is a meaningless statistic. None of the statistics cited are sourced. 

Asia Watch, 1993, A Modern Form of Slavery Trafficking of Burmese Women and Girls into Brothels in Thailand, New York: Human Rights Watch.
ISBN: 1-56432-107-X 

Written anonymously by researchers from the USA. Deals harshly with the Thai government and claims that there is a great deal of collusion between the police and the traffickers. The report states that many women kidnapped and brought from their homes in Burma into brothels where their clients are poor Thai men and Burmese migrants. They are subject to a great deal of abuse and horrific conditions. When they are rescued, they are arrested by the Thai authorities as illegal immigrants and kept in prison. Many are HIV+ and/or pregnant. The report was criticised in Thailand as it was held to be anti Thai It deals with a much wider problem than child prostitutes being used by tourists but the evidence presented may show how deeply implicated the Thai authorities are involved in the trade. 

'Black Shadow', 1949, Dream Lover: The Book for Men Only, Unknown Publisher: Bangkok.
ISBN: None 

One of the first books on sex tourism. Tells the uninitiated where to find brothels. There are hints about where to find very young girls and what is on offer at the various brothels. Obviously directed towards English speaking foreigners. 

Boonchalaksi, W. and Guest, P. , 1994, Prostitution in Thailand, Institute for Population and Social Research, Bangkok: Mahidol University.
ISBN: 974-587-656-9 

Emphasises the different types of prostitution for both women and girls which are dependent on location, the form of prostitution is different depending whether it takes place in hotels, brothels, tea rooms, massage parlous, call girls, bars and public places.
Enforced prostitution usually associated with border brothels, especially those which employ illegal immigrants. Brothels in rural Thailand are very much part of the community, both socially and geographically. Only 6% of prostitutes interviewed said they had been forced to work as a prostitute. The vast majority were very aware of the drop in income they would face, if they changed jobs. Seventy per cent of brothel workers and 90% of massage parlour workers interviewed said that they had some savings. Twenty-five per cent of brothel workers and 50% of massage girls surveyed owned a house. Almost a third of the sample started prostitution below the legal age. Tewnty per cent started between the ages of 13 and 18 years. 


Centre for the Protection of Children's Rights, n.d., Prevention of Trafficking and Sale of Children in Thailand, Unpublished Manuscript.
ISBN: None 

This is a collection of case histories of trafficked children, presented largely without analysis. Makes no mention of clients but makes it clear that these are children rescued from Thai brothels and are not serving foreign clients. It reports police collusion in the trafficking of children. 70% of children rescued from brothels are from ethnic minorities within Thailand (hill tribe children) or are foreign born, especially from Burma or China. It does not say if these children are typical of the majority of child prostitutes or put them in any context. 

Centre for the Protection of Children's Rights, 1991, The Trafficking of Children for Prostitution in Thailand, Unpublished Manuscript.
ISBN: None 

Estimates that children below the age of 16 make up to 40% of prostitutes in Thailand although it does not say where this figure comes from. The agency works with child prostitutes, rescuing them from brothels and returning them home and is one of the most reliable sources of information. The majority of its cases seem to be children in brothels, a market which is most heavily used by Thai clients. It works closely with the hill tribes, whose children are sought after in Northern brothels as exotic commodities as are girls from Burma and China. However, still discusses the role of foreign tourists in this side of the sex industry. 

Chutikul, S., Punpeng, T. and Xuto, N., 1987, Children in Especially Difficult Situations (Thailand), Bangkok: National Youth Bureau.
ISBN: None 

This is an official government publication and Dr Chutikul is the Minister for Youth Affairs. Discusses child prostitution and views it as a problem of family breakdown. Claims that families with fathers who are good supporters do not usually sell their daughters. 

DaGrossa, P., 1989, Kamphaeng Din: A Study of Prostitution in the All-Thai brothels of Chiang Mai City in Cross-roads, 4 (2). 
ISBN: Unknown 

One of the few studies of Thai prostitutes in Thai brothels but it does not give ages so it is difficult to tell if this is relevant to child prostitution or not. The women Da Grossa interviewed lived in an area which is notorious for under age prostitutes. The women she interviewed earned around 3000 baht a month and all but one earned over the government's minimum wage level of 1500 baht. All sent money home and most disliked the job but consider it necessary for survival. 

Daughters Education Project, n.d., Programme, Chiang Mai: DEP.
ISBN: None 

This is the newsletter of an organisation that takes at risk children, often tribal children who are Akha, and raises them outside the dangerous environment into which they are born . They are settled near the Thai/Burmese border, in a town called Mai Sai which is notorious as a place of corrupt police and local district officers. Organised Thai crime also has businesses there which involve trafficking heroin, opium, gems and women. Gives another explanation for parents selling their children which has not been suggested elsewhere: if a daughter has brought shame on the family, prostitution may be seen by her parents as a way of getting rid of a socially undesirable daughter. 

Ekachai, S. , 1990, Behind the Smile: Voices of Thailand, Bangkok: Thai Development Support Committee.
ISBN: 974-85666-8-4 

Written by a liberal Thai journalist so the style is subjective but nevertheless, she deals sympathetically with the family situation in the North where many of the child prostitutes are from. She quotes people extensively, letting them speak in their own words, even when they are involved in situations which she does not approve of, such as selling their children. 

Foundation for Women, 1988, Voices of Thai Women, Bangkok: FFW. 
ISBN: None 

An early texts about child prostitution. It is interesting how the debate has moved away from the issues it raises. Voices of Thai Women talks about child prostitution but in the context of Thai culture and the situation of Thai women. It admits there is a problem which is both local and international in terms of the clients. It recognises that prostitutes do face prejudice from other Thai women and that there must be greater solidarity and it takes on the Thai government for promoting and condoning the sex tourism industry. It discusses the problems of the Kamla programme (in which young girls are told the story of the early death of a prostitute in a fire in Phuket). Many children didn't believe it and they concentrated on the positive aspects such as the prostitutes who did manage to earn a lot of money. Discusses also the difficulties of Thai women in foreign countries whether as migrant workers or foreign brides. Attempts to put the problem of child prostitution into an overall context of women's rights. 

Foundation for Women, 1990, Kamkaew and Kamla, Bangkok: FFW..
ISBN: None 

Two story books, about girls called Kamla and Kamkaew, designed to warn Thai children in the Northeast about the dangers of prostitution. In both cases the parents are depicted as innocents deceived by wicked outsiders. The girls end up abused and ,in Kamla's case dead, as a result of their prostitution experiences. 

Gilkes, M., 1993, Prostitution in Thailand, BA Thesis Long Island University, Southampton, USA.
ISBN: None 

Written as an undergraduate thesis in sociology and mentioning child prostitution in passing. Gilkes conducted first hand research and claims, based on her interviews, that older prostitutes tend to be more responsible, saving or sending money home to their families whereas the younger are ones are not. She also suggests that child prostitution is largely for local consumption but does talk about Crazy Jack's in Soi Cowboy (a tourist area) where virginity is advertised on a blackboard. She quotes the blackboard one day "Five fresh virgins, four down one to go". 

Green, P., n.d., Prostitution: Children the victims. The effects of prostitution and sexual exploitation on children and adolescents, Bangkok: Rahab Ministries.
ISBN: None 

Written by an evangelical Christian, whose mission is to save the women and children of Patpong both physically and spiritually. Claims that the children suffer from a syndrome of passivity waiting to be rescued, which she terms the Cinderella syndrome.

Guest, P. , 1993, Guesstimating the Unestimateable: The Number of Child Prostitutes in Thailand, Institute for Population and Social Research: Mahidol University: Bangkok
ISBN: None 

Unique example of a statistician working on models of 'guestimates'. Quotes the figures others provide, such as Centre for the Protection of Children's Rights (CPCR)estimate of 800,000 child prostitutes, the police of 2,000, and the Ministry of Public Health of 15,000. Compares CPCR statement that 40% of prostitutes are children with Ministry estimate of 20%, and Podhisita et al of 12%. Guest concludes from his models that there are 200,000 sex workers in Thailand, of whom 36,000 are children 

Hantrakul, S., 1983, Prostitution in Thailand, Paper presented to the Women in Asia Workshop, Monash University, Melbourne.
ISBN: None 

Excellent analysis of historical and legal issues. Gives figures for brothels and sex services. Looks at the exploitation of prostitutes and describes and criticises rehabilitation projects. Part of their mission is to provide "training in regard to proper codes of conduct in relation to moral and mannerism by qualified personnel". 


Hiew, C. C. , 1992a, Endangered families in Thailand: Third World families affected by Socio-economic Change in G. Albee and L. Bond (eds.), Improving Children's Lives : Global Perspectives on Prevention, New Delhi and London: Sage.
ISBN: 0-8039-4610-4 

Psychologically based paper that tries to map Canadian models of delinquency onto Thailand, where the writer has not conducted psychological interviews. Hiew blames prostitution on the' breakdown of family life', especially among slum children and those with parents who work in the construction industry. Says that children are pulled into the sex trade to replace women, who serve foreign clients although also claims that foreign men visit the cheap brothels. States that 44% of prostitutes under 19 years old tested HIV+ in Chiang Mai 

Hiew, C. C., 1992b, Child Prostitution: Social and Psychological Factors, Paper presented at Children in Prostitution Conference, Sukhothai University, Bangkok. 
ISBN: None 

Claims that sex with a child is tantamount to murder because AIDS is so widespread. Transposes studies of Canadian young prostitutes onto Thailand. Claims that prostitutes suffer from low self esteem and suicidal tendencies. 

ISIS. , 1990, Poverty and Prostitution, Women's World, ISIS: Geneva. No. 24.
ISSN: None 

Evaluation of the Kamla project (a storybook for young girls explaining the dangers of prostitution, see Foundation for Women, above). Found that the project's critics said it was inaccurate because, in their experience, 90% of prostitutes earn enought to be able to send money back home. As a result of the story, girls with the name Kamla suffered in some schools. Others were convinced that the whole story was fiction. Some only remembered the successful girls, those who were able to build houses for their parents as a result of their prostitution, and they wanted to imitate them. Communities varied in their attitudes, from those who worried that the Kamla project would actually encourage more girls into prostitution, to those who said teachers had no business putting children off one of the few ways of avoiding poverty. Some parents did not believe the story, while many others seemed to prefer closing their eyes to the possible abuses and danger that await their daughters. 

Kaime-Atterhog, W., Ard-Am, O. and Sethaput, C. , 1993, Child Prostitution in Thailand: a Documentary Assessment, Institute of Population and Social Research Mahidol University.
ISBN: None 

Examines other written sources on prostitution. No original material. Concludes that materialism has eroded morality. 


Montgomery, H., 1996, Public vice and private virtue: Child prostitution in Pattaya, Thailand, unpublished PhD dissertation, Department of Social Anthropology, University of Cambridge, UK.

This academic dissertation is an ethnography of a small community in Pattaya, where the main source of income is prostitution. It is a detailed account of children's lives, designed to analyse prostitution from the perspective of the children themselves, giving information about their working lives, their families and the way they interact with the wider society. Montgomery considers the changing constructions of childhood,. sexuality and prostitution in Thailand, as well as the growth of the sex trade and sex tourism. Although the child prostitutes she studied were despised by the majority of the population because they are involved in a very 'public vice', this was often transformed into a 'private virtue' within the community because it allowed the children to fulfill filial duties and support their families. The children studies were both girls and boys, and Montgomery shows that, far from being forced into prostitution by external sex traders, children seemed to view it as a survival strategy, and to act as pimps for each other. 


Muecke, M.A., 1992, Mother sold Food, Daughter Sells her Body: the Cultural Continuity of Prostitution, Social Science and Medicine, 35, (7).
ISSN 0277-9536 

Seminal article, based on anthropological research on the cultural factors underlying prostitution. Children and young women are fulfilling their traditional role of supporting the family in an untraditional way. Muecke notes that there is no other way for a young uneducated women to earn a living. Monastery and military are open to only to men, not women. She examines the links between prostitution, merit making and Buddhism and shows how girls who use the money to earn for good purposes are not always condemned. She is particularly good on the middle class response to prostitution: 

[The Thai middle classes] interpret prostitution as a function of both the low education and poverty in Thailand as a Third World country and as a function of the greed of the individuals who sell, procure or buy girls for labour in the prostitution industry. These views implicitly discount class responsibility for prostitution by globalising it to the scale of the Third World, and by individualising it to detestable characters. This stance also safeguards the women's groups members' relationships to their male partners and peers. By championing the cause of child victims of prostitution, the elite activists protect the disadvantaged children of the nation and protect the ideology of women - and themselves as nurturing mothers. And by restricting their activism to child prostitution, they avoid impugning their activism to child prostitution, they avoid impugning male friends and relatives, that is those of their own class, and elitist systems (such as police, government officials surreptitiously involved in the sex entertainment trade ) for supporting adult prostitution.' (p. 896).

Phongpaichit, P., 1982, From Peasant Girls to Bangkok Masseuses, Geneva: International Labour Office.
ISBN: 92-2-103013-X 

Seminal text on prostitution written by an economist. Claims that women are not from broken homes but are fulfilling filial duties. Nothing specifically on children but important for its argument. Says that there is usually a mixture of "sympathy and distaste" for prostitutes. 

Podhisita, C., Pramualratana, K., Uraiwan, Wawer, M., & McNamara, R. , 1993, Socio-Cultural Context of Commercial Sex Workers in Thailand, Paper presented at the IUSSP Working Group on AIDS: Seminar on AIDS Impact and Prevention in the Developing World .
ISBN: None

Study of sex workers based on interview groups in selected brothels. The researchers conducted discussion groups in these brothels with the consent of the brothel owners. Half the sex workers interviewed in the study were under 21 years old. Twelve per cent were under 18 years old; 36.9% were 18-20; 0.4% had their first sexual experience under 10; 15.2% between 11 and 14; 52.2% had it between 15-17. Fifty one per cent had lost their virginity in the brothels. A higher proportion of those surveyed had had no formal education compared to the population in general. All appeared to have worked in other jobs previously whether in agriculture or factories. The average monthly income was 6,000 baht. The authors suggest that money advanced on recruitment can be seen in two ways: either as a way to ensure compliance,( the women always owed money), or because brothels are illegal and, if they are raided, the girls lose their money. If they have advances, however, they were already paid and are protected from this. Over 93% had regular clients who kept coming back because some form of relationship had built up. 

Sittitrai, W. and Brown, T. , 1994, The Impact of HIV on Children in Thailand, Bangkok: Thai Red Cross Society. 
ISBN: None 

The authors conducted focus group discussions on prostitution, involving 79 participants, including client or neighbours of child prostitutes, former child prostitutes themselves, or procurers of child prostitutes. Not everyone sympathetic to child prostitutes, some people believed they did it for fun. These groups claimed that child prostitutes between 15 and 18 years were more desirable than adults, but they also said it was wrong to sleep with younger ones (under 14). 

Thitsa, K., 1980, Providence and Prostitution: Women in Buddhist Thailand, Change International: London. 
ISBN: 0-907236-01-4 

Controversial text linking women's low status to Buddhism, suggesting a direct link with the expected self sacrifice of women and girls. Women are perceived as unclean by Buddhism and this ideology makes it comparatively easy for women to become prostitutes. They are already polluted, so they may as well become prostitutes if it means that their families can be supported Thitsa claims that sometimes daughters are sent off to work as prostitutes so that parents can afford to pay for an ordination ceremony for their sons. 

Yoddumnern-Attig, B., 1994, AIDS in Thailand: A Situation Analysis with Special Reference to Children, Youth and Women, Unpublished Manuscript, Bangkok: UNICEF.
ISBN: None 

Presents results of a survey of STD prevalence among Thai adolescents aged 15-18 years. Prevalence was 23% , increasing to 36% among 20-24 year olds, with no further disaggregations. It is argued that adolescent sexuality is changing, and sexual activity is increasing due to a general loosening of family control over young people's behaviour. Among school age boys surveyed, 36-45% had had their first sexual encounter with a prostitute. Half the prostitutes came from farming families, 16% were formerly labourers or factory workers, and the remaining 34% were housekeepers, students or others. They work on average eight hours a day. 


Vietnam
International Working Group on Child Labour. (1996). Vietnam, Amsterdam: IWGC (draft paper).
ISBN: None 

Describes the dearth of data on child prostitution in Vietnam at the moment but suggests that 10% of prostitutes in Vietnam are children. Estimates that there are between 80,000 and 200,000 prostitutes in Vietnam. Places some of the blame on foreigners and tourists but admits that indigenous prostitution is also flourishing. 

Thang, C. M., 1996, Research Report, for Childwatch International Indiactors for Children's Rights Project, Hanoi (draft paper).
ISBN: None 

The sources for all this material are not explicitly stated. It looks at the problem in terms of trafficking of children to China and Cambodia. Suggests that marriage between Vietnamese and foreigners is trafficking. There is also an implicit anti Chinese bias. The Taiwanese are blamed for trafficking and for tricking Vietnamese girls into phoney marriages. Sees the sex tourism industry of Thailand as spilling over into Vietnam but how this happens is not stated. Many myths are repeated, such as demand for younger girls is increasing as clients believe children to be AIDS free and also that the trade is increasing with an ever growing demand for young children. 


3.1.2. South Asia 

The literature reviewed here cannot be said to constitute a comprehensive bibliography on the commercial sexual exploitation of children in the Asian subcontinent (which comprises India, Nepal, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Sri Lanka). Most of the evidence is anecdotal and fragmentary. However, the survey does highlight the main themes that inform the discourse on the subject. 

In this subregion, the focus is very much on the 'girl child', emphasising the sexual vulnerability of females. The status of women and girls in the subcontinent is regarded as distinctly inferior to that of men. This is an extremely sore point in the accounts by social workers and journalists who have espoused the politics of gender in highlighting inequalities in society to argue for improvements in the situation of girls and women Such arguments find particular resonance in view of the extremely widespread practice of female infanticide in the subcontinent. However, one consequence is that there is very little material about boys and male prostitution, except in the case of Ceylon. 

Further texts concentrate on child prostitutes with HIV/AIDS, but there is very little on other sexually transmitted diseases. Discussions on the law reveal the existing loopholes and incapability of legislation and the judiciary to punish the perpetrators of child-sex exploitation 


India 

Bahni, Prostitution with Religious Sanction: The Devadasi Problem, Venkatasani, Jogini and the Basavi Cult, Joint Women's Project, 1989. 
This is study covers Karnataka and Maharastra. It points out that girls are initiated from the lower castes, such as the Holeyar and the Madars; there is a nexus between untouchability and particular forms of prostitution, such as basavi, venkatasani and jogini. This is an informative piece of research. The geographical spread and causes (mostly poverty and the low-status of women) of these practise are well mapped. Social prejudices and superstitions are examined and soem recommendations are made. 


Barse, Sheela, 1990, The Girl Child, Bombay, 66p. 

An important essay on the position of girls in Indian society. The author addresses prejudicial practices affecting girls, such as foeticide, infanticide, neglect, nutrition protocol, and denial of education. India does have the highest rate of female infanticide in the world. Barse ends her essay with a plea for a holistic approach to children's rights: "The bitter truth of discrimination against girls and methodical, persistent activism for its correction should be very clearly seen as only a sector of our concern for children." 

Bhaleao, V.R., 1985, Profile of sexually transmitted diseases in, child prostitutes in the red light areas of Bombay, in Child Labour and Health, Problems and Prospects, Naidu, U. S., & Kapadia, K.R., (eds.), Bombay: Tata Institute of Social Sciences, (201-202). 

Based on ressarch and medical examination of 80 prostitutes in Bombay's red light areas, this paper describes the causes and the consequences of sexually transmitted diseases among child prostitutes, although it is somewhat equivocal on the question of age. A detailed case presentation is included and remedies are also briefly discussed. 

Grass-roots Action, 1990, Child Prostitutes: Nobody's children. In Grass-roots Action, Issue 3, April 1990, Special Issue on the Girl Child, (65-69). 

A journalistic account of the situation of child prostitutes; a situation which more and more children are being forced into, despite stringent laws. 

Jeyasingh, V, 1990, Girl harlots, in Grass-roots Action, Issue 3, April 1990, Special edition on the Girl Child, (62-65). 

Based on case-studies this article focuses on child prostitutes in India. 

Kumar, M., 1990, Child marriage-a boon or bane?, in Grass-roots Action, Issue 3, April 1990, Special Edition on the Girl Child, (30-34).

An attempt to rationalise and analyse conflicting questions regarding child marriage through three case studies carried out in Guntur District. It looks at the impact of child marriage on children, their parents and society, the rationale behind society's views on this matter and the consequent implications on the affected party when child marriage is proved to be an affliction. It questions why, in spite of legislation, nobody seems to be opposing this traditional custom and asks how far an individual or society can take responsibility for the prevailing situation. 

Kumar, R., Economic value of girls as perceived by their parents, in Grass-roots Action, Issue 3, April 1990, Special Issue on the Girl Child, (59-62).

Based on interviews and an analysis of economic and social values, this article addresses the question of why parents prefer to have a son. It concludes that family perceptions of economic value mean that girls are considered in lesser terms than boys. To counter this girls must become equal productive members within the family. This could be achieved through regular employment for girls, for which education is a core component, as well as by raising parental economic standards. 

Marglin, F.A., 1985, Wives of the God-King: the Rituals of the Devadasis of Puri, New Delhi: OxfordUniversity Press. 

This academic study explores themes related to kingship and goddesses with reference to the devadasis attached to the Jaganatha temple in Puri, Orissa. It is not a comprehensive analysis because, although it dwells on religious symbolism, it cannot explain it. The point of entry should have explored the changing meanings that surround temple prostitution before and after colonial rule and not seen it as an essential continuity. The treatment of young girls (sometimes pre-pubertal) is not discussed adequately. It could have been a promising ethnography but it fails to deliver. What it does establish however, is that the devadasi tradition is a significant part of certain important temples so such temple towns might have answers for establishing methods of procuring young girls. 

Miller, B. D., 1987, Female infanticide and child neglect in rural North India. In Scheper-Hughes, N., (ed.), Child survival, London & Dordrecht: D. Reidel Publishers, (95-113), 
ISBN 1-5608-129-8 

This article examines a variety of data and information sources on the dimensions and social context of female infanticide and daughter neglect in rural North India. The practice of female infanticide in earlier centuries is reviewed and the contemporary situation in North India is discussed through an examination of the empirical evidence and current theoretical approaches to the understanding of son preference and daughter disfavour. The role of a public health programme in the Punjab is also considered. The issue of humanist values (equal life chances for all versus North Indian patriarchal values promoting better life chances for boys rather than girls) and the challenge to anthropological research of finding an appropriate theoretical approach to the study of children's health and survival are addressed in the conclusion of this article. 


Mowli, V. C., 1992,'Jogin': girl child labour studies, New Delhi, Sterling Publishers Private Limited, 97p,
ISBN 81-207-1415-6

The Jogin system is based on the traditional belief in Andhra Pradesh, India, that evil over the family or the village can be avoided by dedicating a girl in the family to be a Jogin. Such a girl will be married to the god Potharaju when she is between five and nine years old. As soon as she reaches puberty she becomes the exclusive "concubine" of the feudal gentry in the village. Many Jogins end up living as outcasts in poverty or as prostitutes. This book reviews several case studies and looks at the role of voluntary organisations in rehabilitating Jogins and in preventing the ritual. It also includes a review of various articles in magazines and newspapers dealing with the child labour and prostitution, a research paper by Ingria Mendonica on the fight against gender bias, the full texts of the acts prohibiting dedication to devadasis in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka and an overview of bonded labour in various economic sectors in India. 

Rozario, Sr. R. M., 1988, Trafficking in Women and Children in India, Uppal Publishing House , New Delhi . 
ISBN 81-85024-34-0 

This reports on an interesting, national-level study (including Nepal) undertaken between 1983 and 1987. Rozario discusses the types of sexual exploitation, patterns of trafficking, recruitment and prices, sellers and the market within the context of the status of women in Indian society. The influence of religions such as Hinduism, Islam and Christianity are discussed in the context of the low status of women. Children are not examined separately, but she indicates that it was usually the girl's close relatives who sell her into prostitution. She advocates a humanitarian and community approach to restore dignity to the prostitutes. An important study, but there are empirical errors and the methods used in collating data are not rigorous. 

Shankar, J., 1994, Devadasi Cult; A Sociological Analysis, Asish Publishing House, New Delhi. 
ISBN 81--7024--628-8.

This work emphasises the intimate and inseparable link between the cults and religion in terms of the rituals, symbols, sacraments and sacrifice. However the discussion does not elaborate adequately on the issues raised. The geographical spread of the cult is far greater than has been acknowledged as the author points out. The text contains a useful bibliography, but does not add anything new in the way of analysis or source material. 

Story, S. C. K., 1987, Nityasumangali: The Devadasi Tradition in South India, Motilal Banarasidass: Delhi , pp. xv+226.
ISBN 81-208-0330-2. 

This account romanticises the devadasi as nityasumangali (ever-auspicious woman) within the sacer ludus of pre-colonial Hindu tradition, examining its continuing significance as a living cultural phenomenon. The author insists that her work, "is not the study of the fact of the devadasi tradition, but of its meaning and mode of production", although the two themes cannot be separated, Her discussion is based on a rigorous study of ancient Sanskrit, Tamil and Telugu texts which legitimated the oppressive Brahmanical tradition. She also interviewed a few devadasis who are notable dancers. However, there appears to have been a deliberate avoidance on her part to interview, or to evaluate the lives of the ordinary devadasis, or even to acknowledge child sex exploitation; its almost as if "the poesis of [such] devotional ritualism" has to be preserved from modernity (p. xviii). The most serious shortcoming of this study is that it fails to address the sufferings, sexual exploitation and consequent trauma of girls: there is no discussion of present day initiation rites such as branding or the coercion imposed upon them to lead lives as devadasis. 

Sunada, K.S., 1990, A few steps backward:Is culture the culprit? In Grass-roots Action, Issue 3, April 1990, Special Issue on the Girl Child, (7-13). 

The author looks at different historical eras in relation to the status of girls. In the past, religious ideologies held sway over the majority of the population. Neither the constitutional laws of secularism in India nor 42 years of independence have replaced these fundamental ideologies, nor have they provided an alternative ideology strong enough to dislodge the hold religion has over the population. The striking reality is that religion and tradition remain powerful forces and find expression mainly with women. 

The Indian Journal of Social Work, vol LII, Number 1, January 1991, pp 71--80. 
This is a valuable collection of essays that deal with the status of 'the girl-child' and attitudes deployed in the upbringing of girls, their position in the labour market. Priti Patkar's article 'Girl-Child in the Red Light Areas' shows that the situation of daughters of prostitutes is of particular concern. There is no mention of the sons. The other articles deal with the social legislation and the loopholes in the legislation. These articles are useful in reflecting contemporary concerns of social-workers, policy makers and journalists. But they are locked within the development discourse where notions of gender and childhood are still determined by definitions of the developed world. 


Colonial documents from India on religious prostitution:

Frazer, James, The Golden Bough; A Study in Magic and Religion, London, 1922.
This anthropological magnum opus contains a very brief passing reference to sacred prostitution, influenced no doubt by the colonial writings of that time. 

Penzer, N.M. , The Ocean of Story, translated by C.H .Tawney, Volume 1, London 1924 , see Appendix IX: Sacred Prostitution, pp. 231--80 . 

This account in ten volumes is written is a translation of Sanskrit play Katasaritasagara which is a story of a love-affair between a courtesan-prostitute and a married man. The Appendix consists of an interesting insight into the high status of the courtesan and, indeed, the position of women during the third century BC. It is a valuable historical source. 

Shortt, J, The Bayadere or the Dancing Girls of South India: Notes for the Anthropological Society of India, 1867--68, Unpublished, India Office Library.

Thurston, Edgar and Rangachari, K, Castes and Tribes of South India, Madras 1909, pp. 125-153

These accounts are based on surprisingly cursory ethnographic notes of the devadasi cult. The devadasi are categorised as low-caste married women practising 'sacred prostitution' and there is a good deal of discussion on the laws of inheritance and so forth presumably intended for the colonial administration. Not much is said about their initiation or lifestyle and there is no mention of sexual exploitation. The colonial administration patronised the institution of 'nautch girls'. Very inadequate analysis and the patchy source material does not help. 

Nepal 

Agroforestry, Basic Health Cooperative, A Situational Analysis Report on Girls Trafficking on Sindhupalchowk, Mahankal and Inchowk Village Development Committee, Undated, 20 pages, Nepal: ABC. 

This study is based on a month's field-work and draws inferences from discreetly conducted observations of living standards in three villages. For instance, corrugated roofs, the use of steel utensils and videos were taken as indications that such households (mostly Tamangs) had a daughter or daughter-in-law working as prostitutes. Both illiterate and literate households are reported to be engaged in prostitution and trafficking of girls. The evidence is based from outside observations and, because of expected hostility against researchers, not easily authenticated. But the text contains some useful insights on commercial child sex exploitation.It is stated that it was frequently male members of the family who were responsible for selling children into prostitution (apparently to brothels in Bombay). Although the detail of methods is fragmentary, this is an important study.

Dhital, R, 1992, Child Prostitution in Nepal: Voice of the Child-workers in Kathmandu, Nepal (CWIN), No. 15/16, December 1992, 15 pages. 

Case stories from The Terai and eastern Nepal focusing on the causes of prostitution and the patterns. A useful read. 

Grover, Deepa, 1991, Harma chelibetiharu: an analysis of the situation of girl children in Nepal, Kathmandu: UNICEF, 76p.

A situation analysis of girls in Nepal which takes into account the religious background, the socio-economic conditions and the socialization of girls and women. The main sections deal with socio-religious backgrounds, statistics, health and nutrition, education, work, marriage and prostitution. Descriptions of existing programmes specifically for girls are included and recommendations are formulated to improve both interventions and strategies. Recent data and statistics were studied and a critical approach was taken regarding official figures. Some statistics may be inaccurate because deaths and births go unreported and because gender-specific data on the health status of children in Nepal are unavailable. The female literacy rate is 18% and almost 2 out of every 3 girls do not attend school due to a mixture of economic and social factors. Although there has been a rapid growth in education there are still not enough girls participating. Detailed information is provided on the activities of girls and the way in which these are perceived by their families (domestic work is considered to be a familial duty) and by society (household activities are not considered as work in census data). The study concludes by summarising the indicators by which son preference is measured and its manifestations and outcomes. Mention is also made of the main areas of intervention, information needs, advocacy and programme actions. 

Hemang, D., 1990, Status of the Girl-Child in Nepal in 1990, Proceedings of the International Symposium of the Girl-child: A Neglected Majority, Kathmandu, 13-14 December 1990, 9 pages. 

The author draws on the Shakespearian metaphor of the seven ages of man [sic] to illustrate how during those seven stages, women are undermined by society. In the first stage the female infant may be given away by the parents, in the form of kanyadaan to the Gods as an offering, or later as Deukis to temples where they grow up to become prostitutes -- all in the name of Hinduism. As a school-girl, she is forced to seek economic employment and is exploited on that account. Her chastity having been defiled, she is abandoned by her family and community and forced into prostitution in an Indian city only to return home with STD or AIDS. This study feeds on all the stereotypes that characterise the girl-child discourse, without providing a critique of its shortcomings; furthermore, it does not offer any alternative arguments or suggest any remedies.

Human Rights Watch/ Asia, 1995, Rape for Profit: Trafficking of Nepali Girls and Women to India's Brothels, New York: Human Rights Watch.
ISBN 1-56432-133-X 

This is an extremely valuable report, based on field-work in Nepal and first hand accounts by the victims of trafficking. It describes the highly organised patterns of trafficking girls and women (mostly Tamangs), to India. These local recruiters are often members of classificatory families or friends and trusted by the girls, who were innocent of their intentions. In India, they are reported to have been subjected to rape and other forms of serious physical and psychological abuse and held in debt bondage from which escape is virtually impossible. According to NGOs, 20% of Bombay's Nepali brothel population of 100,000 consists of girls under 18 years and over half of them are infected with HIV. According to this account, the girls are brought to India as virgins and sold to the highest bidder. The report further claims to how both the Nepali and Indian Governments are complicit in the abuses suffered by these girls and women; how local police and officials protect brothel owners and traffickers and also get a percentage of the money paid by the clientele to these brothels. The girls and women often do not know how much they earn for sex-work, because payment is made to the brothel owners. One prostitute notes, 'Police, doctors, dalals [pimps], they are all fed by the brothels' (p. 14) . At the end of the text, there is an enlightening commentary on the loopholes in the laws of India such as SITA (1956), which criminalises the female practitioner of prostitution who are blamed for promiscuity exempting the males in prostitution. In 1986, the ITPPA addressed the question of prosecution of those involved in the prostitution of minors, but its impact was reduced when discretionary powers were given to the court. In India, prostitution is not banned whereas the Muluki Ain, or national legal code of Nepal, bans prostitution. In 1992 the Children's Act 2048 (under 16) was passed which contained a number of provisions designed to prevent sexual exploitation. However as the UN Rapporteur on the Sale of Children (Muntabhorn, see above) has noted that, in addition to the discrepancy of the age of consent, general legal remedies were not accessible to the victims of abuse and law enforcement agencies lacked both the training and the will to confront child sex exploitation. What is emphasised in this study is that this kind of commercial trafficking of girls and women is extremely hard to combat and the respective governments need to confront and punish the perpetrators from within. 

Janssens-Sannon, P, 1989, Report on the national seminar on the girl child, Kathmandu, Nepal, 25-27 September, Kathmandu: Women's Service Coordination Committee & UNICEF, 176p. 

An account of the proceedings, recommendations and working papers from the National Seminar on the 1990 SAARC Year of the Girl Child. 


O' Dea, P., 1993, Gender Exploitation and Violence: the Market in Women, Girls, and Sex in Nepal, Kathmandu: UNICEF, , pp. iii+90. 
ISBN 92-806--3007-5, 

O'Dea's report of the sex trade covers women and girls. She notes that unless there is a change in attitudes towards women nothing can cure this problem, quoting Primo Levi, "Those who know about the torment of their fellow humans and do nothing to prevent it are themselves joining the tormentors'' (p. 48.). This is an incisive study of the problem, focusing chiefly on the economic and social factors that combine to exploit women and girls. The author does not differentiate between the two, so that her analysis is concerned more with gender oppression than child exploitation. She has made use of many government sources and also added an extremely useful annotated bibliography of some of the important readings on this subject. 

Thapaliya, S., 1989, Legislation and the girl child in Nepal. in Janssens-Sannon, (ed.), Premeeta: Report on the national seminar on the girl child, Kathmandu, Nepal, 25-27 September, 1989, Kathmandu,: WSCC/UNICEF (85-100).

Discrimination against female children is reflected both in social attitudes and in the inadequacy of the legal system in making substantive provisions for safeguarding their welfare. Despite the existence of laws for children, few if any laws pertain specifically to female children. While male children have well defined legal rights, female children have none. This vulnerable group has yet to be recognised as a separate entity with right to the same legal provisions as those which exist for male children. Female children are denied inheritance rights and may be provided a share in the family property only under certain limited and restricted circumstances. No laws exist to protect girls and women from media exploitation and laws enacted to prevent sexual abuse and the trafficking of minor girls are relatively inadequate. 

Pakistan 

Jahangir, A., 1986, Prostitution of children in Pakistan, in Hyndman, P., (ed.), LAWASIA, the meeting of experts on the exploitation of the child, November 12 13 1984, Singapore and the conference on child labour and child prostitution, February 21-23, 1986, Kuala Lumpur, (81-87).

A review of existing legislation relating to child prostitution and other sexual offences. 

Jahangir, A., Prostitution of Children in Pakistan, Undated, 2 pages. 

Asma Jahangir discusses Islamic law with particular emphasis on hudood and Zina. She discusses a few cases of sexual abuse and does not examine the commercial sexual exploitation of children. She is mindful that the laws should not make minors accountable for punishment of crimes committed on them by adults. 


Sri Lanka 

Bond, Tim, 1980, Boy Prostitution in Sri Lanka: The Problems, Effects and Suggested Remedies, Colombo, Sri Lanka: Terre Des Hommes, in association with the Ministry of Planing & Information. 
This examines the well known 'causes' of child sex exploitation and its consequences, but the analysis needs to take into account aspects of racism and also the politics of post-colonial countries, which are seriously neglected aspect of research ,even in the case of Thailand where sex tourism is far more well organised and well documented. A useful read but the statistical methods used are not satisfactory. 

Goonasekere, S. and Abeyratne, A., 1986, Child Labour and Child Prostitution in Sri Lanka and the Legal Controls, Report of the Conference on Child Labour and Prostitutes in the Philippines, 21-23 February 1986 convened by the Law Asia Human Rights Standing Committee 

This survey of child prostitution in Sri Lanka covers areas of exploitation and child abuse as well as the ineffectiveness of the legal system in dealing with these problems. The paper concludes that parents' willingness to exploit their children' labour has encouraged both employers and poor parents to view children as an economic resource for the family and has transferred the burden of family support onto them. The focus on prostitution in public places and on protecting girls rather than boys should be altered, together with the current attitude of viewing the boy victim as an offender and the girl victim only in need of care and rehabilitation. The statute laws on child labour and those which regulate child prostitution by trying to control adult activities and the conduct of the child should be child orientated. While there is a permissible attitude towards adult exploitation, the child is sometimes viewed as the offender or the disadvantaged person whose interests may be ignored. The authors discuss the futility of trying to implement legislation. Its not that laws do not exist, there are 58 laws for child welfare, but they are not a course for redress when they should be. The discussion seeks to address these problems but does not take adequate account of the different ways in which child prostitution operates and the demand caused by the tourist trade. 



3.2. Africa 

African literature on commercial sexual exploitation of children is produced in the context of a scattered literature on children and childhood. Typically, African children are presented as passive victims of war and starvation, particularly in international journalism and development fundraising materials. As such ,they symbolise the view taken of the continent in current popular Western mythology as passive and beyond help. Much of the literature on adolescent sexuality in African countries has been based in these notions and is concerned not with understanding cultural ideas about sexuality, but rather with controlling population -- for 'sexuality' read 'reproduction'. Recent concern with the spread of HIV infection has not helped understanding of the various contexts of sexuality to develop in most circles, once again the focus is on control. 

With respect to the commercial sexual exploitation of children, researchers and activists in most sub-Saharan countries seem to be agreed that this is difficult to define in African contexts. The distinction between exploitation and abuse is more complex than elsewhere, as the two ideas are inserted into other constructions of ideas rather than discrete notions. In addition, gender relations in most African societies tend to be characterised by a range of complex transactions, only some of which are related to sexual or reproductive relationships. Thus it is difficult to say exactly which of these relationships can be designated 'commercial' in the sense this has in modern, capitalist societies. 

Besides these considerations, it has to be admitted that African literature on the commercial sexual exploitation of children is sparse and fragmented. It does not constitute a coherent discourse or set of discourses, but is better described as being produced as disparate items in other discourses. Nevertheless, this very fragmentation has its advantages. For instance, the little research that has been carried out does not suffer to the same extent from the reproductive tendencies noted in the Asian and Western material. Indeed, there may be indications that the African literature on child sexual exploitation could be the site of future advances in this field. 


Ba, Yakou, 1981 'Some elements for a debate on juvenile "prostitution" and its suppression, in African Environment 114-15-16, ENDA Dakar, Senegal

This was originally a paper written for ENDA (Environment and Development in Africa) to be presented to the International Congress of Women in Legal Professions, Dakar 10-19 July 1978. Prostitution is defined as 'continuous availability for sexual enjoyment of a partner not chosen for one's own pleasure or for reasons of love and affection, and in which sexual relations involve the receipt of a gift, either in cash or in kind'. The paper asks if African youth tend to engage in this kind of sexual relationship. Suggests that early sexual experience is common among urbanised youth, using data from French West Africa. Sexual games played in childhood rapidly change into monetarised relationships. This is tacitly accepted by society. However, flaunting sexual relationships is not acceptable. Some children had sexual relationships with foreign residents or tourists, but more commonly with African adults. Although the article largely concentrates on girls, it does mention homosexuality in passing. A major contributing factor is said to be the urban environment, but rural prostitution is also said to be common. It is said to be necessary because marriage is expensive and therefore men have to wait until they are 25 to 35 years old. The practices of customary rural prostitution travel to the cities with migrants, where sex becomes more of a commodity and young women are able to support their families through sex work. Provides some material on the backgrounds of 13 'children of easy virtue', aged seven to 13 years, together with some legal background. Data are not well referenced. 


Ethiopia

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs & Radda Barnen (1988), Survey on Street Children in Selected Areas in Addis Ababa, unpublished report 

A large, not very well organised report. Some information about child prostitutes, although it is stated that very few street girls practice prostitution (pp. 72-3). Interesting data on ambiguous attitudes of prostitutes towards their work -- some describing it as good behaviour because it helps their parents. But data are not well analysed or presented, and a moralistic view is taken, so it is difficult to judge what has really been found in this study. Comments that the 'hardened core' of street girls are prostitutes, but that they do not exhibit delinquent behaviour apart from this -- no stealing, fighting or drug taking. Nevertheless, prostitution is seen as a 'social evil' -- 'an integral part of the problem of streetism, both cause and effect..' (p. 67). 



Kenya 

Barker, G, and Mbogori, E., 1992, unpublished study on street children and AIDS for Childhope USA 

Poor research, carried out through the brokerage of the Undugu Society of Kenya, which has published several anecdotal accounts of child prostitution in Nairobi. Particularly inept use of pseudo-referencing (for example, 'According to the Undugu Society....turns out to be an internal strategy paper written for Childhope; Child Welfare Society, 1992 is actually an interview with a CWS staff member). Written in a patronising manner, using politically correct terms such as 'survival sex' and 'sex workers' inappropriately. States that numbers of girls are increasing on the street (no proof) and assumes that all prostitutes are female. Activities take place as part of the group work of a chuom, or surrogate family for street children and youth. Boys are garbage collectors, while 'their "wives" will practice survival sex and share their income with their common law husbands.' (p. 3). Although the girls represent only 10% of those on the street (no statistics given) it is also reported that one street boy may serve as a husband to up to five street girls! Gives an account of a highly unethical HIV testing procedure carried out by Undugu associated with this 'research'. Interviews with prostitutes apparently revealed much sex with foreigners, including street boys with Asian women. This is reported as fact by the authors, but is so unlikely, while dislike of Asians is so profound in Kenya, that one assumes the interviewees were enjoying themselves lying to researchers, especially with such information as 'Several boys said they believed that whites especially liked to be fondled by Africans; other boys remarked that foreigners sometimes brought the girls to have sex with their dogs.' (p11). 

Capital Guardians, 1989 (revised edition) An exploratory research on child sexual exploitation in Kenya: A case for child prostitution, sex tourism, sex trafficking and early marriage, unpublished MSS 

This 92 page report is moralistic and descriptive. Much hearsay evidence. It reports on some secondary data, but these are too poorly presented to make sense of them. Mostly about laws and welfare projects. 

Mburugu, E.K. 1992, The Kenyan Urban Case Study of Children in Especially Difficult Circumstances: Demographic and Migration Aspects, UNICEF, Unpublished.

Refers in moralistic tones to 'cross-culturally abhorred child prostitution' being 'on the increase'. Blames 'dire poverty' but gives no evidence to prove either point. References Were's 1988, BA dissertation to 'prove that '50% of all child offenders in Nairobi were vagrants, petty thieves and prostitutes' (p. 40) but does not disaggregate this figure. 

Malawi

Peltzer, K., n/d Children as commercial farm labourers and prostitutes in Africa, in ANPPCAN publication on child labour

A curious study presumably carried out in Malawi, where the author is based. It is assumed that boys can only become farm labourers and girls prostitutes, with a very broad definition of the latter term. Twenty boys and 20 girls from a rural area were 'interviewed in depth through key-informants'. In a larger sample, 22 out of 128 girls studied were found to be prostitutes, who started this trade on average at the age of 11 years, often because they need to find work because of food shortages and cannot find positions as domestic servants in town. 

Mauritania 

Lefort, F., 1992, 'Let street children take resposnibility', in Children Worldwide (2), ICCB Geneva 

Lefort is a priest, doctor and Director of Caritas Mauritania, publishing widely about child prostitution, as well as producing many unpublished papers, written in a somewhat heated style. He claims that prostitution with foreign clients is on the rise in Mauritania: 'I have treated 103 boys who were victims of only 7 paedophiles, practically all foreigners'. 


Senegal 

Rassif, S., 1990, 'Des enfants marchandes de leur chair', Les Enfants Martyrs No 2. 

A dossier, mostly of press cuttings, with a journalistic account of girl prostitutes in Dakar, aged 13-15 years. 


South Africa 

Swart, J., 1990, Malunde: Street children of Hillbrow, Johannesburg: Wittwatersrand University Press.

In this and her MA thesis, two of the best pieces of research on street children anywhere, Jill Swart mentions Johannesburg black street boys working as prostitutes, not only for men but also for white women. Children in this study preferred not to sell sex, saying that 'housebreaking and prostitution are wrong and that arrest for these is justifiable' (p. 83). 

Scharf, W., Powell, M., and Thomas, E., 1986, Strollers -- Street children of Cape Town, in Burman, S., & Reynolds, P., (eds.) Growing up in a divided society, Johannesburg: Ravan Press, (262-287).
ISBN 0-86975-306-1 

Study in Cape Town in 1985 of 300 'strollers' or street people, of whom 30 were female. Well carried out and described research. Claims that girls living on the street were not necessarily promiscuous and that older female strollers would protect groups of girls. All but four of the 28 boys strollers studied in 1984 said they had derived some income from prostitution at some stage, with both male and female whites as customers. A year later news of HIV had reduced this proportion considerably: seven boys earned most of their money from prostitution, three of them with women. Comments that sex customers are the only adults who have a positive image of strollers and that performing satisfactorily for clients gives boys a sense of self-worth and manhood, even though they were ambiguous about male clients. 

Tanzania

Rajani, R., & Kudrati, M., 1994, The varieties of sexual experience of street childen in Mwanza and their implications on sex education/HIV prevention programmes, unpublished MSS, Kuleana Centre, Mwanza. 

Excellent study by the authors, who run the Kuleana Centre, a small NGO working in HIV/AIDS and children from a children's rights perspective. Good description of triangulated methods developed in the context of long-term relationships with children in the project, using focus group discussions, drawings and 14 child research consultants. Studying prostitution in the context of sexual behaviour: 

Too much focus on adult perpetrators and overt prostitution can ...be limiting and misleading. Zeal to protect street children can over-estimate obvious, blatant exploitation at the expense of other kinds of sexual behaviours that may pose even greater risks' (p. 3).


Also points to the lack of information about street child sex. Shows that boys can be customers. 

Zimbabwe 

Loewenson, R., & Chikamba, M., 1996, Sexual abuse of children in Zimbabwe, in Old ways: New theories, Volume 1, Harare, Connect ( 90-112). 

Report of research carried out in Harare and rural Masvingo province, with the support of a group of children's rights advocacy organisations, to examine the extent of sexual abuse in Zimbabwe, using participatory methods, including focus group discussions and drawings. The philosophy was based on Paulo Freire's educational methods. The group was particularly anxious to examine the relationship between sexual abuse and traditional cultural behaviour, in the context of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and developing culturally sensitive counselling for abused children. 

Loewenson, R., and Chikamba, M., 1994 (Research coordinators), Sexual abuse of children in Zimbawe: report of an Action Research Project, Unpublished, Training and Research Support Centre, 47, Van Praagh Avenue Harare, Zimbabwe.

Overview report of a participatory research programme of NGOs in Zimbabwe, describing: background literature review; methods and study groups used in the research;
Findings of research; Recommendations for action. Includes case studies (preserving confidentiality. The literature review concludes that 'the information on the extent of sexual abuse is anecdotal at best'. No distinction is made between sexual abuse and commercial sexual exploitation, the latter appearing as elements in a longer list: Sodomy of street boys by 'richer men in cars; Child prostitution (of girls); Kuzvarira, pledging girls (sometimes under 12 years old) in marriage; Ngozi, pledging young girls to male adults as compensation for a crime; Sale of children for sex or marriage (kuputsa or kutengesa). The review concludes that under-reporting is common, for number of reasons, which could be summed up as the effects of adult power over children. It is also pointed out that 'Many cases...appear due to their effects' -- for example STDs, of which 907 cases were reported in 1990 in Harare Genitourinary centre in children under 12 years of age. After discussion of the literature, it was decided that 'sexual abuse cannot easily be dealt with by law or prescription but needs involvement of affected groups in the social analysis and sanction rather than try to build an academic quantitative view of the problem.'The research aimed to: 'identify the extent, nature, forms, causes and effects of child sexual abuse in urban and rural Zimbabwe as perceived by youth, adults and professional communities; identify the actions that can be taken to prevent, report and manage child sexual abuse in rural and urban Zimbabwe;build communication and confidence in the concerned communities in the research on dealing with child sexual abuse.' The research approach taken was based on the community participation techniques of Brazilian educationalist Paulo Freire. Discussion on relevant themes was stimulated with the use of 'codes' such as drawings as entry points to focus group discussions. Research was carried out in two areas in urban Harare and a rural area, with groups of youth in and out of school adult men and women and various groups of key individuals or staff or relevant organisations.The results show differential ideas among the research groups with respect to the way in which children and their ability to take decisions and act are viewed. The report concludes that 

'The definition of a "child" is...a combination of a series of physical, mental, sexual and emotional attributes in which the family and social environment play a role. The ages given by the groups for moving from childhood to adulthood range from 10 to 24. With respect to sexual issues, the law sets 16 as the age for ability of the child to knowingly give consent to sex: while rural groups generally agree with this age, urban groups felt that 17-22 (or an average ageof 18) was a more appropriate age.'


However, it was also clear that sex was taking place at earlier ages, within and outside marriage and the report goes to some detail abut the circumstances in which this takes place, within an overall theoretical perspective of children's rights focusing on adult authority over children. Groups also defined "abuse", "child abuse", "sexual abuse" and "child sexual abuse" as well as the circumstances and effects of abuse.. Once again there were variations between groups and between rural and urban. 

Muchini, B., and Nyandiya-Bundy, S., 1991, Struggling to survive: a study of street children in Zimbabwe, UNICEF, Unpublished 

Although prostitution is one of the activities mentioned (p.7) for street children, there was no evidence of prostitution in the sample of 520. One case study (p. 32) of a 15 year old girl observed working as a prostitute at night.
3.3. Latin America 

Latin American literature on children has long been dominated by the street children discourse, which is itself dominated by the reproduction of mythologies about these children, particularly with respect to the numbers of children involved, in guestimates that go way beyond statistical probability but seem not to stretch the credibility of both regional and international publics, which appear to have an insatiable appetite for sensational news about these children. In the late 1980s, concern about high rates of HIV in Latin America, particularly Brazil, together with the knowledge that many children living and working in the street are involved in casual prostitution and sexual activities led to the development of new programme approaches aimed to limit the spread of HIV infection. This is combined with two other characteristics of the street children literature in this region, a focus on drug (usually solvent) abuse and, more recently, international concern about extra-judicial killings of these children, especially in Brazil, Guatemala and Colombia. There is not doubt that the street children discourse, in Brazil and Colombia in particular, is characterised by ambivalence. Street children are worthy or pity if young, and feared if older adolescents. In either case they are often stigmatised and the literature is often lurid and lacking in any kind of academic rigour. Despite the fact that there is a fairly well developed sociological literature on prostitution in the region, the studies of child prostitutes do not often draw upon this, being more involved with medical than sociological models. 

More recently, psychologists in several countries have shown an interest in studying child sexual abuse, which now constitutes a proper field of study and is resulting in some interesting publications. In general, but to a less hysterical extent, Latin America is going through the same kind of discovery of child sexual abuse that occurred in the USA and Europe in the late 1980s. This seems to be leading to a more reflective approach to commercial sexual exploitation, using interesting ideas about societal violence and poverty as the point of departure. Other than that, most of the vast outpouring of literature on child prostitution is journalistic, campaigning or based on accounts of mostly non-governmental projects. The literature included in this bibliography concentrates on academic literature only. 


Argentina 

Lucchini, R., 1994, The Street Girl: prostitution, family and drug, Fribourg, Institute for Economic and Social Sciences, 42 pp. 

Lucchini's academic research on street children in several Latin American cultures is based on theories of social action and complex analyses of the relationships between different domains -- home, school, street and institutions. He claims that children make deliberate strategic choices between domains, according to the extent to which they consider their needs are met. He shows that children who live on the street do not constitute a single, undifferentiated category and his more recent work has focused occasionally on the relatively small numbers of girls living on the street. Because his data are collected largely in the form of case studies his work cannot be used as the basis of studies of prevalence. Nevertheless, it is insightful and has much to bring to understanding the context of and complex reasons for prostitution among girls with street associations. 

Bolivia 

Defence for Children International, 1988, La prostitutción de menores de edad en la cuidad de Cochabamba, Cochabamba, DEI, 32pp with appendices.

The Bolivian section of Defence for Children International is one of the most active in the international children's rights organisation. The group based in Cochabamba is marked by the volume of its publications and takes a particular interest in child prostitution. AS an advocacy organisation it relies to a great extent on secondary data, often drawn from newspaper sources. However, it has clearly taken a lead in national awareness-raising efforts. 

Brazil 

Bridel, R., & Collomp, J-P, 1986, The sexual exploitation and abuse of children in Brazil, Oslo, Redd Barna, 36 pp with annexes. 

A document based on a three-week fact-finding mission in six urban locations by lawyers, which uncritically absorbs most of the mythology and guestimates in this area. 

Correa, M., 1994 The construction of sexuality among adolescents: a study of two different groups in the city of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Paper for XIII World Congress of sociology, also Published in Pfeffer & Behera (eds) 1996. 

Although this is not concerned with child prostitution, it is interesting for the insight it provides into sexual attitudes among Brazilian urban teenagers. Focusing on 62 adolescents aged between 13 and 15 years, both male and female, their acquisition and development of the language and normative rules of sexuality. Well researched and interesting analysis. 

Dimenstein, G., 1992, Meninas do Noite, Editora Atica. 

Dimenstein's work on the extra-judicial killings of street children made him famous. This book, which, like its predecessors has been widely translated, consists of a series of case studies of female prostitutes, illustrated by artistically satisfying, posed photographs, with the location of each girl provided. It might almost be a catalogue. 

Fonseca Moraes, A., & Ramirez, M., 1993, 'Meninas na Rua, mulheres no mundo, in Rizzini, I., (ed.) A criança no Brasil Hoje: desafio para o terceiro Milênio, Rio de Janeiro, Editoria Universitária Santa Úrsula, (also published in English). 

A study of violence against street girls in Rio de Janeiro and the resilience of the girls themselves. An interesting and sophisticated analysis of the relationship between gender and the culture of violence, which might well be compared with Treguear & Carro (see Costa Rica, below). Does not discuss prostitution as such, but well worth the effort of reading. 


Chile 

Vidal, Paula, n/d (circa 1986) 'La prostitución infantil y juvenil como medio de sobrevivencia en Chile, unpublished paper.

Account of a pilot study of adolescent sex workers, in the context of programme provision. 


Colombia

Cámara de Comercio de Bogotá, 1993, La prostitución infantil en Bogotá, CEDE, Universidad de los Andes, Santafé de Bogotá. 

A sample survey in central Bogota. In a total of 14,211 female prostitutes, 20% were between 15 and 20 years old and 8% between nine and 14 years old. Provides numerical information about clients and incomes. The majority of those under 20 were mothers. Some qualitative information about where and how they live. 

Segura Escobar, N., 1992, La Prostitución infantil y la educación: Colombia, unpublished MSS, Paris: UNESCO. 

Study of child prostitutes in Bogota, examining educational level, family and socio economic status, together with programme provision (state and NGO). More attention to legal facts and secondary data, but nonetheless interesting. Around 30 pages of appendices, including oral testimony.

Costa Rica 

Treguear L., Tatiana, & Carro B., Carmen, 1994, Niñas y adolescentes prostituidas, San José de Costa Rica, UNICEF, Childhope, PRONICE. 

Easily one of the best-researched and analysed accounts of child prostitution in existence in any region. The data are not particularly startling, but they are well presented. The discussion locates child prostitution within structures of social violence and inequality. The authors define prostitution as 'a form of violence, exploitation and victimisation of girls, in which through the objectification of their bodies and sexuality, they become commodities, so that they can be bought and sold' (p. 1). Prostitution is an institution that supports the family and also the product of institutionalised social violence in Latin American society, by which Treguear and Carro mean class and gender conflict.


Guatemala 

Caballeros, M.E., 1993, Niñas y adolescentes prostituidas: caso Guatemala, UNICEF/Childhope/Pronice, Guatemala. 

Provides background information about the power relationships in which young street prostitutes are involved, those who control their commercial sexual activities, drug traffickers and the police. 

Tumax, L., & Morales, V., 1988, Diagnóstico situacional de las niñas y adolescentes de y en la calle de la cuidad de Guatemala, Childhope Guatemala, 

Study of 38 street girls, '84%' of whom were prostitutes, having begun to be sexually active on average at 13 years of age. 

Honduras 

Wright, J. D., Kaminsky, D. & Witting, M., 1993, Health and Social Conditions of street children in Honduras, in American Journal of the Diseases of Childhood, 147, 279-283. 

Responsible, well-researched paper, based on the experiences of Project Alternatives in and around the major markets of the Honduran capital, Tegucigalpa. Divides children (male and female) who use the project into two main groups, those with close family contact, living and working in a family environment in the markets (market children), and those who seldom if ever have contact with their natal families (street children). Takes a public health approach, and is over-reliant on numerical statistics. These show that many of the boys have sexual relationships, and have had at least one episode of STD. 9.4% of the 976 children studied were sexually active (5.2% of the market children and 43.5% of the street children) . Of 92 sexually active children, 64.4 had been treated for STDs (40% market children; 85.1% street children) and 13% had engaged in prostitution.
(5.4% market children and 21.9% street children). 


Peru 

Basili D, F., & Equipo Asociación Germinal, 1990,Crisis y Comercio Sexual de Menores en el Peru, Lima: Radda Barnen.

A collection of 27 oral testimonies from child prostitutes and their parents, followed by some reflections about the problem and its origin. 


3.4. Anglophone West 

Much of the literature from the 'West' is from journalistic and academic sources, which has inevitably given it a certain slant. Many articles have come out of studies in the sociology of delinquency although the recent focus on AIDS has also been reflected in the literature. The concern over child abuse and the long terms effects of childhood trauma has been a major issue in all the countries included under this heading - USA, Canada, Australia and Britain -- and this has also influenced the substance and content of the debate. 

The main themes of the literature are well represented in the bibliography below: the emphasis on delinquency, broken homes and abusive relationships and finally the stress on AIDS that has been placed on more recent literature. It is interesting that there have been no long term studies of what happens to children after they leave prostitution or what are the most successful way to rehabilitate young prostitutes. There have also not been sufficient research on what turns children towards prostitution. Although poverty and abuse are mentioned as risk factors, many children who also share these risks do not become prostitutes and it is necessary to know why this is not the case. There have been many small scale studies of prostitutes in certain cities such as San Francisco, London, New York or Glasgow but there has been no attempt to collate this information to give a larger picture. Kelly Weisberg in Children of the Night gives an excellent summary of much of the US material but no larger comparative have been made. Another major gap in the literature from all countries concerns the clients. There have been few systematic surveys of the men who use juvenile prostitutes apart from some general work on paedophiles, such as in Burgess and Lindeqvist. 

There is also a great deal of literature from other European countries, princiaplly those such as the Netherlands or Scandinavian countries, which have experimented with legalised adult prostitution. Some have also legalised all forms of pornography, including child pornography. The studies from these countries are important for enhancing our understanding, but they have been excluded from this bibliography due to the constraints of space and time. It is important to note, however, that studies on child prostitution do exist in these countries and any complete bibliography of source material should include them. Also, despite the contribution that many journalists have made to a discussion of the commercial sexual exploitation of children, few except Robin Lloyd have written books about their findings. Therefore, although there have been many newspaper and magazines articles about the subject over the years, this bibliography is heavily biased towards the academic and newspaper articles have not been given the prominence they perhaps might otherwise have had. 


Baizerman, M., Thompson, J, Stafford-White, K., 1979, Adolescent Prostitution, in Children Today 8 (5).
ISBN: 0008-1026 

Based on first hand psychological interviews of girl prostitutes between the ages of 13 and 18 years. Claims that not all have pimps and many use contraception but that their psychological problems are immense, they have low self esteem and lack affection.
Their clients are usually white men over 25 who sometimes ask for girls the same age as their daughters. 

Burgess, A. W. and Lindeqvist, M., 1984, Child Pornography and Sex Rings, Lexington: Lexington Books.
ISBN: 0-669-06741-5 

Looks at paedophilia in a Western context. Actual paedophilic behaviour is closely linked to collecting child pornography. The fact that it is permanent has serious implications for the children later on. Difference between paedophiliac activity and rape. The child is 'seduced' - his or her inhibitions lowered by alcohol, pornography, threats, bribes, promises, treats. 

Campagna, D. S., & Poffenberger, D. L., 1988, The Sexual Trafficking in Children,
Dover, Massachusetts: Auburn House Publishing Company. 
ISBN: 0-86569-154-1 

Discusses prostitution in the USA, which the authors call 'sexual trafficking'. Deals with how children become involved in prostitution and how they are forced to stay in it. Very much concerned with forced prostitution and the exploitative pimp/prostitute relationship which it applies solely to women. Emphasises the role of unhappy homes and the ways that pimps can exploit this and set a child up in psychological dependence. The picture they paint is unrelentingly bleak -- children either end up dead, sometimes murdered by their pimps or by a clients, or they are so emotionally scarred that rehabilitation is impossible. Claims that up to 1.2 million children are being sexually exploited in the US but they do not define sexual exploitation (does this include incest for example) and they do not tell you where this figure is from. Fairly evenly divided between a discussion of male and female prostitution and although it admits that they have different problems, it seems as if the root causes are the same: broken homes, low self esteem, being easy prey to the kindness of strangers who hang around bus stops waiting to pick up runaways. However, also emphasises that parents are abusive and often knowingly sell their children, especially to be used as 'models' in child pornography. Deals also with child pornography and the role of motorcycle gangs in child prostitution - a subject that is not dealt with elsewhere. The last section of the book tackles international sex rings, looks at adoption and the importing of child pornography but skates over this rather quickly 

Christiane F., 1981, H: Autobiography of a Child Prostitute and Heroin Addict, London: Corgi.
ISBN: 0-552-11772-2 

Story of a lower middle class German girl's gradual drift into prostitution via heroin addiction. It is written by journalist who interviewed her at length and is not therefore, strictly autobiographical. The book portrays the boredom of the housing estate where Christiane grew up very well and the clubs which offered the only source of excitement to the young people there. After starting with marijuana, the young people gradually experimented more and more until Christiane and her friends became addicted to heroin. The only way to finance this habit was through prostitution. Christiane lived with her mother and stepfather during this time and there are interviews with her mother and other people, such as police officers who dealt with her over the years. What is most striking about this book is the absolute helplessness of the adults involved. Nobody knew what to do with Christiane or how to deal with her she and she was placed into unsuitable care and drying out clinics. It was only when she was totally removed from her environment and sent to another city that she managed to get off heroin entirely. 

Deisher, R., Eisner, V. and Sulzbacher, S., 1969, The Young Male Prostitute, Paediatrics vol. 43 no. 6.
ISSN: Unknown 

Interview based study of 63 male juvenile prostitutes in Seattle and San Francisco. One of the earliest reports on the issue and it is noticeable in that it is much more concerned with religion than it is with race. Primary concern is broken homes. 

Donovan, K. , 1994, Hidden From View: an exploration of the little known world of young male prostitutes in Great Britain and Europe with recommendations for an effective interagency approach, West Midlands Police.
ISBN: None 

Deals with young male prostitutes in England and other European countries. Takes a very small sample group (less than 20) and bases the investigation on them. As might be expected, the numbers coming out of care are high as is tension with the police. In all the literature on male prostitution there is a discussion on whether these boys are 'really' gay or just do it for the money which is largely absent from works written about female prostitution. Nobody questions if they are 'really' straight or not. Good first section on the history of male prostitution and the recognition that it is not a new phenomenon and has been institutionalised for centuries. Good too, on the ways of recruiting boys into prostitution - usually done through other boys and what happens to the afterwards. Boys usually leave prostitution by the time they are 23 and either settle into long term relationships (occasionally with a customer) or they turn to other kinds of criminal activity. The average age boys enter prostitution is 14 years. The information on other European countries supports these findings. Many prostitutes came from an institutionalised background and started at 14 or 15 years of age. In Holland where prostitution is legal, the same rules apply to male and female prostitutes. They must be over 18 but can work in licensed brothels. Most leave prostitution after two years. 

Finkelhor, D., 1979, Sexually Victimised Children, New York: Free Press.
ISBN: 0-02-910210-3

Finkelhor's considerable body of published work is seminal and essential for understanding sexual relationships between children and adults. This book places the emphasis on sexual abuse within the home, in particular incest. It suggests links with prostitution because many juvenile prostitutes in America have been sexually abused before turning to prostitution. 



Finkelhor, D. and Araji, S., 1986, A Source book on Child Sexual Abuse, London: Sage.
ISBN: 0-8039-2748-7 

Important in defining situational and preferential paedophiles; some go actively seeking children, others have sex with them because it is available ( through juvenile prostitution) but they are not necessarily seeking it. 

Gibsonainyette, I., Templer, D.I., Brown, R. and Veaco, L., 1988, Adolescent Female Prostitutes, in Archives Of Sexual Behavior 17 ( 5).
ISSN: 0004-0002 

The authors estimate that there are 600,000 prostitutes under the age of 18 in the USA and that there has been a 242% increase in underage prostitution between 1967 and 1976. These girls show a negative attitude towards men and are likely to have been in a special education class at school. Based on statistical analysis between prostitute girls in a 'correctional facility' and non prostitute girls. 

House of Congress, 1985, The Use of Computers in the Sexual Exploitation of Children and Child Pornography. Washington: House of Congress. Congress record: S.1305, 99th Congress, Ist session, 131 CONG. REC. S8244 (daily ed. June 17, 1985) 

Discusses the legal issues involved with child pornography and the difficulties of passing legislation against it in the USA. The right of privacy and the right to free speech are important considerations and it will be difficult to pass a law which does not infringe on either of these. Because computer networks are run by private companies, a change in the law would require them to police the networks which would invade privacy. Also, in only seven states is possession of child pornography an offence so at the moment it is hard to prosecute people for receiving and or sending pornography. The article admits that there is a problem and that computers do provide a new way of transmitting pornography or the setting up of meetings with children but argues that laws that will be both constitutional and effective will be hard to draw up. 

International Working Group on Child Labour. (1995). Canada, IWGCL: Amsterdam.
ISBN: None 

Gives a summary of some of the other research done on child prostitution in Canada. Suggests a disproportionate number of child prostitutes have been previously sexually abused and also that there are a disproportionate number of native Canadian prostitutes. Distinguishes between part time and full time prostitutes and also discusses survival sex. Also analyses the role of pimps but suggests that pimping is not always present in juvenile prostitution, despite the stereotype.

Joseph, C., 1995, Scarlet Wounding: Issues Of Child Prostitution, in Journal Of Psychohistory Vol.23, No. 1.
ISSN: 0145-3378 

Survivor's account of 'The Club', a place where she lived with her parents and was forced to receive guests, partake in pornography, was raped and abused. She survived but repressed these memories for years. Many children, she claims, died. Estimates that 100 million children world wide are prostitutes and 2.4 million in America. Very reminiscent of the satanic abuse stories and very clearly written by a believer in organised abuse. Figures are given without a source and no forensic or supplementary data given to support the author's claims. 

Lowman, J., 1987, Taking Young Prostitutes Seriously, in Canadian Review Of Sociology And Anthropology, 24 (1).
ISSN: 0008-4948 

An account of the work of the Bradley Commission, established in Canada to examine child and juvenile prostitution. This recommended that children be locked up 'for their own good' and therefore had the effect of criminalising children working in prostitution. The report ignores the views of child prostitutes, even though the Commission had specifically asked for them. It took under 21years as a chronological definition of juvenile prostitution. According to the research reported, a history of abuse and incest feature highly in the decision to become a prostitute. Home life was 'impossible' for many, yet family reunification is recommended. Some of the girls in the study did not define themselves as prostitutes but the Commission rejected this as "self deception". It is acknowledged that these juveniles seek independence and claimed that, although this is what they want, they also need love and security. It is also claimed that there is no strict causal relationship between prostitution and drug use and also that not all pimps are exploitative. 

National Consultation on Adolescent Prostitution, 1984, Proceedings of the National Consultation on Adolescent Prostitution, Ottawa: Canada.
ISBN: None 

This survey emphasises broken homes, degradation and the difficulties of reintegration. It is psychologically based and claims that children who become prostitutes are previously alienated. Points out that there had been no study of Native Canadians involved in prostitution. 


Pleak, R.R. and Meyerbahlburg, H.F.L.T., 1990, Sexual-Behavior and Aids Knowledge of Young Male Prostitutes in Manhattan, in Journal Of Sex Research, 27, (4).
ISSN: 0022-4499 

The emphasis in this paper is on AIDS prevention and it does not mention any other forms of STD. The sample group used has some underage (14 years old) subjects in their study but it does not focus specifically on this age group and they are not the object of study. Male prostitutes in this subject appeared to be knowledgeable about AIDS and had changed their behaviours accordingly. Informants recruited through clinics and then word of mouth, one informant would recruit others. 

Schaffer, B and Deblassie, R.R., 1984, Adolescent Prostitution, in Adolescence, 19, (75).
ISSN: Unknown 

Based on Freudian interpretations. Emphasises alienation, abuse and broken families but goes on to claim:

"A teenager who enters prostitution may be atoning for guilt produced by incestuous fantasies. Anger caused by the father's rejection is directed inward and outward. By taking money from men, the prostitute takes revenge against the father".


Sereny, G., 1984, The Invisible Children: Child Prostitution in America, West Germany and Great Britain, London: Andre Deutsch.
ISBN: 02-339-76485 

The book attempts to be an academic text but is written from a journalistic point of view. Children are interviewed but rarely followed up. The author places child prostitution very much in the context of family breakdown and claims that children are runaways. Serenyi also claims that, in London in particular, there is little demand for child prostitutes from local men and that the majority of the clients for young prostitutes are Arabs, which is not substantiated by any other studies. 

Snell, C. L., 1995, Young Men in the Street : Help-seeking behaviour of young male prostitutes, Connecticut and London: Praeger, Westport.
ISBN: 0-275-92874-3 

Estimates that there are 100,000 to 300,000 youthful prostitutes in the street but does not state who qualifies as 'youth' or how this figure was reached. Indeed the sample group covers ages 14 - 34 years with a mean age of 22. There did not seem to be the same incidence of care or foster parents in the children's background in this survey as others have suggested. Only a third were raised by 'others' which included fathers, foster carers and institutions. Also, few define themselves by prostitution (only 23%) others say they are students or doing menial jobs. However the incidence of sexual abuse was high and many claimed to have their first sexual experience before 15 years of age. Tended to stay in prostitution for seven years. The shelters available to them are disliked as they remind the youths of homes -- too many rules and regulations and property gets stolen. A number of young men report sexual abuse in these shelters. The emphasis is placed on AIDS prevention rather than STDs in general. Respondents were asked if they were at risk from AIDS but not whether they were at risk from other diseases. Respondents were more frightened of getting mugged than they were of AIDS. 

Weisberg, D. K., 1985, Children of the Night: A Study of Adolescent Prostitution, Massachusetts. Lexington Books.
ISBN: 0669 06389-4 

Good, comprehensive book on child prostitution in the USA, especially in San Francisco Is based on first hand research in San Francisco but compiles data from many different sources. Laws are clearly discussed as are projects that aim to get children to give up the life. Pays equal attention to male and female prostitution but presents data on each group separately. Starts with a history of child prostitution and links it in to 'the runaway children' phenomenon of the 1960s. Then goes on to give an ethnography of three areas of San Francisco where underage prostitutes can be found. Unusual in that it does not just deal with street prostitution but other forms as well, including upper class prostitution. Typically, there is a section on whether or not rent boys are 'really' gay. The importance of broken homes is emphasised -- when children are neglected, they run away, often on a whim which means they have made few plans and have little money. Then if they do not return home, prostitution becomes one of the few options open to them. Concludes that the majority of young prostitutes are white and that their ages range from 12 - 18 years. Also notes a high correlation between sexual abuse (most commonly incest) and prostitution, but notes that sexual abuse is not always consistently defined so this must be interpreted with care. Discusses the health risks for children and notes that STDs are not their only health problem. They are also susceptible to colds, flu and psychological disorders.

Widom, C.S. & Ames, M.A. , 1994, Criminal Consequences Of Childhood Sexual Victimization, Child Abuse and Neglect, 18 (4).
ISSN: 0145-2134 

Argues against a strict causal relationship between childhood sexual abuse and prostitution or delinquency. Sexual abuse tends to occur in multi-problem families and therefore it may not be specifically child abuse that causes the problems. Suggests that abuse generally, and not sexual abuse in particular, is what puts children at risk. However, they do seem to beat increased risk of being arrested for prostitution (not necessarily child prostitution) if they have been sexually abused as children.

Wilson, G.D., & Cox, D. N., 1986, The Child Lovers: A study of paedophiles in society, London and Boston: Peter Owen.
ISBN: 0-72060-6039

Discusses the basis of attraction between men and children. Comments on similarities between this attraction and 'normal' male attraction: "A certain degree of attraction to well developed thirteen and fourteen year old girls is very common, if not endemic, in the male population" (p. 18), referring to a study of 77 paedophiles (contacted through the now defunct Paedophile Information Exchange), which asked men what physical traits they found attractive in a child. This list included good looks, smooth skin (hairlessness), smallness. Personality traits include innocence, openness and curiosity. 

