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Minute of the Latin American Network Meeting 

Childhoods 2005 Oslo June 29th and July 2nd 2005

Coordinators: Milena Grillo, Norma Del Río, Yolanda Corona

Minute: Norma Del Río

Participants June 29th: 

Brazil: CIESPI- PUC Río de Janeiro CWKI – Irene Rizzini


                           María Helena Zamora




    Fernando Resende




    Udi Butler

   Tamo Chattopadhay (Columbia University, CIESPI)

Childwatch International – Pernille Skötte

Colombia: CINDE-CWKI  Marta Arango


      Universidad Nacional de Colombia: Ernesto Durán

Chile: CEANIM – CWKI  María Angélica Kotliarenko

Costa Rica: Fundación PANIAMOR- CWKI- Milena Grillo

Spain: 

Universitat de Girona- CWKI Ferrán Casas





 Fina Carpena Méndez (University of California-Berkeley)

Jamaica:  Caribbean Child Development Center- CWKI  Julie Meeks Gardner

Mexico

Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana- CWKI: Yolanda Corona, 

      Norma Del Río

Universidad de Guadalajara/CIESPI CWKI:      Ricardo Fletes

Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en Antropología Social CIESAS- Elena Azaola

World Vision - Mexico- Patricia Sánchez

Peru: Save the Children-Sweden  Denise Stuckenbruck

Venezuela:  CENDIF-Universidad Metropolitana- CWKI  María Angélica Sepúlveda

Participants July 2nd  :

Brazil: CIESPI- PUC Río de Janeiro CWKI – Irene Rizzini


                           María Helena Zamora




    Fernando Resende




    Udi Butler

CEP-RUA Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sud,  Juliana Prates Santana
Colombia: CINDE-CWKI  Marta Arango

      Universidad Nacional de Colombia: Ernesto Durán

Chile: CEANIM – CWKI  María Angélica Kotliarenko

Costa Rica: Fundación PANIAMOR- CWKI- Milena Grillo

Spain: Universitat de Girona- CWKI Ferrán Casas





  Mónica González

Guatemala: Universidad Panamericana, Deni Sobrevilla del Valle

The Netherlands: IREWOC Inst. For Research on working children,  Marten Van Den Berge

Mexico:

Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana- CWKI: Yolanda Corona, 

      Norma Del Río

Universidad de Guadalajara/CIESPI CWKI:      Ricardo Fletes

Venezuela:  CENDIF-Universidad Metropolitana- CWKI  María Angélica Sepúlveda

AGENDA

1. Brief Presentation of each of the institutional participants.

2. Review of the Objectives of the Childwatch Latin American Network.

3. Review of some critical issues for future research discussed at the Childwatch Key Institutions Meeting (June 26-27, 2005).

4. Discussion on strategies and elaboration of a critical route for the Network 

5. Organization of two new study groups

Review of the Objectives of the Childwatch Latin American Network

· In depth study on Latin American Issues concerning children and youth in the international level 
· To identify common problems in the global level in order to transform the local solutions
· To disseminate the network’s role
· To emphasize the role of research in children and youth’s development in relationship with the implementation of effective strategies of communication and action between academic research and social policies of the countries involved.  
Review of some critical issues for future research discussed at the Childwatch Key Institutions Meeting (June 26-27, 2005)

a) Gap between research and implementation of social policies. Quality of life vs. protection to childhood.

b) The Social Role of research in face of The Children’s Right Convention: Theoretical paradigms of the notion of infancy and childhood. 

Differentiations and access to Rights. 

c) Different positions on child participation and research: children as researchers and the Adult centered view. ¿What is meant by research? 
d) Theoretical and Ethical Guidelines for Research on /and with children 

Discussion on strategies and elaboration of a critical route for the Network 

1. Proposal of the realization of the next Conference of the LA Network in Mexico City (July 2006).

a. Need to go beyond the periodical realization of meetings and Conferences and the publication of the papers presented.

b. Need of common and articulated actions to strengthen the Network in between the Conferences. 

c. Conjoint construction of the thematic axes of the Conference and importance of the participation of its members (structure and dynamics of the sessions, papers, diffusion) 

2. The Role of Research and Social Change: Strategies to impact on the political agenda and social policies of the countries. 

a. Need to position critical issues of the results of childhood research and to articulate research with the media.  

b. Learning from successful experiences: Costa Rica for example; research and academic exchange (Jamaica, Brazil, Colombia); collaborative international research programs (Spain, Venezuela) 

c. To overcome the isolation of researchers and bring together the academic world with the design of social policies on infancy.  
3. Networking: To promote collaborative research programs, academic interactions, conjoint workshops and visibilize in our web pages the Childwatch Network of Research, providing continuous input to the LA Network in the Childwatch web page with information of publications, research news, local events, guidelines and bibliographical alerts.   

a. To optimize the use of existing resources and networks to which we are already connected to, in order to achieve a significant social impact and diffusion (The information network of the Instituto Interamericano del Niño (PIINFA) for example, the Red de Redes that is coordinated by CINDE, access to the web platform of the World Bank, or the active support to the unification project of research journals published in Spanish)  

b. To assure full participation of its members by taking care of translation, so that language may not become a barrier. Professional translation must be provided in the Childwatch LA Network conferences, papers and on every action, in order to guarantee the horizontal and exchange of opinions and views from all of its members.  

c. To assure that our network may be open and inclusive: Concern about the formation of new generations of researchers.

d. Use of new technologies that may promote continuous feedback to the network (Videoconferences to exchange experiences at low costs, virtual workshops, use of the different possibilities opened by internet)

4. Democratization of Knowledge: Recognition of the social role of NGO’s and communities in knowledge production. 

a. Formal Agreements to establish academic exchange programs.

b. Actions to actively integrate countries of the region that are not represented such as Cuba, and the Caribbean Region, Central America among others.

c. To promote recognition and legitimation of the achievements, innovations, successful practices, paradigms and differentiated agendas in research of the “Majority World”: Urgent need to have multilingual publications. 

e. Thematic issues proposed for the Third Conference of the LA Network in Mexico 2006.

i. Democratization of knowledge

ii. Strategies to assure that research may impact on social policies and political agendas in our countries. 

iii. Generation of New talents. 

iv. Dislocations that affect the life of children and youth: from home-to the streets-to institutionalization; migrations: rural-rural, local-international, rural-urban.

Organization of two new study groups 

Origin of the LA Network: It was formed three years ago to bring about changes in the quality of life of children and youth in the region. Violence was the central theme and Childwatch supported this study group and we will continue to study the different dislocations that affect and compromise the life and development of children and youth, which were described above. 

Two new study groups:

1. Development and strengthening of the capacity of research: To know the needs, strengths, and strategies of the institutions  

a. Training and formation of new generations of researchers: methodologies.

b. Continuous education: Workshops offered to the net

c. Concept of net of networks: to share information, resources, local networks

d. Use of technology for networking: learning platforms, videoconferences, list or discussion groups, peer review draft papers, publications on the web

   2. Social impact of research in political agendas and mass media communication

a. How do media has treated the research issues and facts on childhood, and how to use media to impact on social change based on research information. Intervention and obstacles.

b. What happens to research results in terms of social change?

c. How to return information and results to our research subjects in a creative way and how they benefit from it:  Ethical and social commitment of research.

d. If the model of research includes participation, the social commitment begins with a participatory design and horizontal work. Importance of bringing research to community or bringing the community to research. 

