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PART I: Preparation and planning 

The initiative 

The initiative to support child research in Palestine was first introduced in 2000, when Dr. Mohammad Shaheen, 

the director of Center for Development in Primary Health Care (CDPHC), Al Quds University, and member of 

the advisory Board of CWI, first raised the question. It was expressed that the Palestinian child research 

community would benefit from international cooperation in several ways, both by consolidating and 

strengthening the inner structures of the Palestinian research community and by opening up for international 

information and academic exchange. In discussion and collaboration with the director of Childwatch 

International, Per Miljeteig, the outlines of a possible cooperation between Palestinian and Norwegian child 

researchers were drafted. In communication with Jens Qvortrup, director at the Norwegian Centre for Child 

Research (NOSEB) it was suggested that the Norwegian team should consist of people from NOSEB and NOVA 

(Norwegian Social Research) a leading institution on social research in Norway. Together with Sturla Falck, 

research coordinator at NOVA, the Norwegian group agreed to find ways to support and strengthen child 

research in Palestine through a cooperation program.  

 

The Palestinian Child Research Group (PCRG) is in the process of formation and includes a multi-disciplinary 

team of researchers and professors from Al Quds University and other institutions. The group will have 

professional independence while working under the umbrella of Al-Quds University organized through the 

Center for Development, CDPHC. The key members of the group in formation and their disciplines are: 

 

1. Mohammad Shaheen, Ph.D. Public Health 

2. Aysheh Rifai, Ph.D. candidate, Reproductive health and gender; 

3. Rosina Al-Rawi- Ph.D. Anthropology 

4. Michel Sansour, Ph.D. Psychology 

5. Dr. Faisal Awartani, Ph.D. statistics 

6. Nora Qurt, Development expert 

7. Cairo Arafat, Ph.D. Psychology, child focus 

 

The goal is to establish PCRG as a group with a clear mission, objectives, strategies and a defined area of 

research interest that has a sustainable character.  PCRG will then constitute the main collaboration partner in 

Palestine for the Norwegian joint team. All communication, cooperation and common projects between 

Norwegian child researchers and Palestinian child researchers will eventually be channeled through the 

NOSEB/NOVA – PCRG axis. In due time, PCRG will apply for inclusion in CWI as a Key Institution. 

Identifying needs of research  

All parties acknowledge the special situation of children in Palestine as they are going through dramatic changes 

and influences of political and economic crisis. The situation calls for research, coordination of knowledge and 

implementation of research results with more urgency than in countries where the situation is more stable. 

 

Dr. Shaheen and CDPHC produced a list where some areas that are important for children in Palestine where 

identified. These where in particular themes that require more attention from policy makers and service 

providers: 

 

1. The impact of the current Intifada, violence and political development on Palestinian children’s 

psychosocial and political development. 

2. The impact of political-social transition on children’s ability to cope with the increasing pressure on them 

through their families. 

3. Children and violence within the political and social context. 

4. Children with special needs: challenges and aspirations. 

5. Children and participation in the political and social transformation in Palestine. 

6. Child labor within the socio-political and economic conditions. 

7. Schooling patterns and children’s performance at school. 



8. Influence of parent’s health attitude and behaviors on children’s health practices with regards to food, 

hygiene, smoking, seeking medical care etc. 

 

How to get communication and cooperation started 

During winter and spring 2000/2001 consultations between CWI and the two Norwegian institutions took place 

on how to develop a strategy to assist the Palestinian group, in close cooperation with the Palestinian colleagues. 

The Norwegian partners expressed a need for more detailed information concerning the actual situation, current 

priorities, resources, etc. Therefore, it was suggested that a group of people with relevant experience from 

research and research coordination from Norway made a visit to Palestine. The purpose of such a visit would be 

to achieve the following: 

 

 to give Norwegian researchers orientation of the situation of Palestinian children 

 to allow for Norwegian and Palestinian researchers to establish direct contact 

 to make a joint assessment of research needs and needs concerning institutional strengthening 

 to review already existing or ongoing research, or relevant information 

 to establish objectives for and elements of, further collaboration between Norway and Palestine research 

institutions in the field of child research 

 to develop a preliminary (outline) workplan for such collaboration, including its funding. 

Preparing and planning for a one-week visit to Palestine 

A visit from Norwegian child-researchers to Palestine was scheduled for the period from May 20
th

-26
th

, 2001, 

and the program was readjusted and negotiated up to the date of departure. For detailed program of events and 

workshop, see appendix 1. 

 

Dr. Mohammad Shaheen and Dr. Ayseheh Rifai coordinated the program and expenses for lunch and meeting 

accommodations in Palestine, while CWI sponsored the travel and accommodation expenses, including meals for 

the group of Norwegians who consisted of: 

 

Dr. Jens Qvortrup, Director NOSEB 

Dr. Sturla Falck, Director of Research NOVA 

Dr. Mona Sanbæk, Researcher, NOVA 

Per Miljeteig, Director, CWI 

Randi Wærdahl, Project Coordinator, CWI. 

PART II: Experiences and preliminary conclusions from the visit in 
Palestine  

A brief summary of activities 

The program included visits to Al Quds University Campus at Abu Dees and University offices in Jerusalem and 

Ramallah (CDPHC and the Media-department).  

 

The following institutions were also visited: Nidal Center for Community Development in the Old City, Tamer 

Institute For Community Development in Ramallah, Child-Unit Palestine Central Bureau of Statistics,   

Department of Family & Children – Ministry of Social Affairs, Defense for Children International-Palestine and 

Unicef- Palestine.  

 

The Norwegian group also visited the Norwegian Representation Office in Palestine, and met with 

representatives from the Norwegian Foreign Ministry and NORAD, to inform them about the initiative. 

 

The Norwegian group had requested an opportunity to visit children where they lead their every-day life, and the 

following was included in the program: Visit to the Arab Child Home School and Jeel Al Amal boys home and 

school in Jerusalem, and the Am-Ral camp in Ramallah.  

 

In addition to this, one whole day was dedicated to a workshop with presentations from Palestinian child 

researchers. The last item on the agenda was one half day meeting at CDPHD to sum up and develop future 

plans. 



 

The experiences of the Norwegian group in Palestine 

The program provided the Norwegian group with a variety of knowledge and perspectives upon children’s lives 

and child research in Palestine. First hand experience gives a privileged perspective, both for the visiting party 

and for the hosts. A “strangers” perspective and questions may evoke new ways of seeing and interpreting 

situations and phenomena. It also gives an insight to the daily life that is taken for granted and thus not as easily 

communicated through ordinary mail and conversation.  

 

The Norwegians feel that a brief summary will not give justice to the experience, but wants to highlight a few 

experiences and areas of interest.  

 

First of all, the visit has made the Norwegian delegation aware of how difficult it is to separate the situation for 

children from the political conditions in Palestine. Life in Palestine entails a politicised living for everyone, 

including children. There is also a strong political awareness in the population, adults and children alike, which 

is interwoven in their every day life and conversations. For foreigners the experience of being confronted with 

demolished or confiscated housing, settlements all over and integrated into the Palestinian areas and visiting 

homes for children with restricted access to water, is vital for understanding Palestinian children’s living 

conditions in general. Similarly, witnessing soldiers from the Israeli army shooting at children throwing stones, 

of course makes a deep impression. All this can hardly be seen separate from the politics of childhood. 

 

From the experiences several research issues emerged, many of them related to the initial eight points introduced 

in advance of the visit by Dr. Shaheen. Here are four areas that are pointed out by the Norwegians as in need of 

research and research co-operation. 

 

1. Effects on children of the current Intifada 

 What happens to the children who are imprisoned as a result of the Intifada? 

 What are their living conditions in the prisons, and how is their return to the Palestinian society 

accommodated?   

 What kind of assistance do they get compared to what they need in order to deal with the fact that many 

failed to fulfil their education, have been wounded or experienced severe psychological trauma?  

 What are the alternatives to individual treatment methods when large populations (of children) are 

traumatised?  

 

2. The child protection system  

 One aspect is related to the statistics. The Ministry of Social Affairs complained that they do not have 

sufficient information, or information system, to keep records of the cases, the inputs and the results. 

 Other issues were related to the fact that child maltreatment or neglect is rarely spoken about. There is little 

knowledge about the extent of such problems, and also about the success of interventions. 

 A third issue is the official politics to reunify children living in orphanages with their parents or other 

relatives? How is this politics implemented, and with what results?  

 

3. Children’s access to physical and psychological space.  

 What opportunities do young Palestinian children and adolescents have to meet and exercise sports and 

related activities?   

 What are their opportunities to express themselves? What opportunities do they have to reflect on and 

develop an understanding of their situation?  

    

4. Understanding childhood 

 Giving children a voice and look on children’s issue from their perspectives was identified as a possible 

common ground of interest. This can be a starting point for discussions about theoretical, as well as 

methodological and analytic issues.  A long-term vision may be to develop comparative projects along these 

lines.  

 To develop theoretical and methodological concepts to understand childhood must be seen as an ongoing 

effort. Concepts need to be culturally sensitive and needs to be adapted to changing times and situations. 

Such concepts can be developed through comparative projects, or through critical exchange of ideas and 

research.  



 Likewise, proper culturally sensitive adaption of large theoretical perspectives such as poverty, 

marginalisation, participation and protection or “the best interest of the child” must be an ongoing 

discussion and development in the academic community.   

 

PART III: Strategies and joint efforts 
The Palestinian research group feel that they need "help in fundraising for child research projects, especially 

looking at the impact of growing poverty, unemployment, and frustrations on the relationship between children 

and their parents with regards to children's coping mechanisms with disability, death, and illnesses within the 

family especially under the current crisis. Also, an intervention research can be useful to assess the effectiveness 

of different counseling and education programs on improving children's ability to cope with crisis. Such research 

is a priority given the potential impact of the Intifada on the children's psycho- social behaviors. 

 

The week spent together in Palestine and the work put into summing up the experiences, should be regarded as a 

starting point for development into various forms of collaborations.  So far, we have identified the following 

steps in order to bring this work further: 

1. Networking  

The members of the Palestinian – Norwegian network will keep in touch and be resource persons for each other.  

We will refer to other researchers when needed for providing literature, advice and other collaborative efforts. 

Everyone is welcome to ask for the assistance they need, as well as committed to exchange of information about 

projects and project developments. 

2. Web site 

Explore the possibilities, expenses and practical matters related to establishing a site.   

Palestinians: Explore the possibilities of establishing a web site for the child research group, linked to Al Quds 

University.  

Norwegians: Explore the possibility of a link to the child centre: http://www.childcentre.baltinfo.org 

3. Planning of a joint workshop 

A joint workshop was identified as a possible next step in developing the collaboration between the Palestine – 

Norwegian network. The workshop should offer orientation and discussion about new developments in theory 

and methods. Identifying the themes more specifically, finding the right speakers, and funding will be a joint 

effort. 

 

Norwegians: Practical arrangements should mainly be a Norwegian responsibility.  

Palestinians: The Palestinian participants should, to such an extent as possible, be the same as the participants in 

the Palestine research group (see next heading) in order to secure continuity.  

 

4. Establishing a Palestinian Child Research Group 

As mentioned earlier a Palestinian Child Research Unit or Group is under establishment.  Such a unit or group 

will need a clear mission, objectives, strategies and a defined area of research interest. The group will be a 

candidate for the CWI-network as a Key Institution, and are as such obliged to establish links to other Palestinian 

researchers and institutions in the area of child research.  

 

Palestinian responsibility: Elaborate on organizing matters and how to bring this work further; Who should 

participate and what should be the institutional connections. Elaborate further on areas for child research or a 

research program.  

 

Norwegian responsibility: Be discussant partners and resource persons in the organizing process as well as the 

content of a mission or research program. 

5. Identifying possible funding sources and writing applications  

Some possible sources of funding have been identified in Norway, and there are also international options for 

funding. Where one should apply, and who will receive money depends on the individual projects and sponsors.  

 



All such money is dependent on applications, and as the projects are taking form, funding will be sought. The 

quest for funding and writing applications for such is both a Palestinian and a Norwegian responsibility, as well 

as something that can be sought through joint efforts. 

 

 

Concluding remarks 

 

This has been an interesting experience as part of new strategies for getting researchers to work together 

internationally. Having groups work together to share knowledge and exchange experience constitutes a good 

basis for further collaboration. An exchange visit from a Palestinian research group to Norway would be a 

natural next step.  

 

As a collaborative effort, the partners are dedicated to continue to share their research developments. Keeping 

each other informed about recent theoretical and methodological approaches, and develop these further will be 

an important effort in future joint research activities.  

 

Research cooperation can take many forms, and for the Palestinian- Norwegian group the process of finding a 

collaboration form and content has started with this visit.  
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