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Important paradigm shifts about the conceptualization of childhood have been 

taking place in the last few decades. The concept of childhood as a developmental phase 

during which human beings are viewed as passive and silent in relation to adults is 

something of the past. Children are portrayed as citizens who are “subject of rights”; they 

are seen as social actors that influence their environment the moment they are born. The 

fact is that new visions of childhood have been produced in part as a consequence of the 

almost universal ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 

subsequent enactment of the legislation in most countries during the 1990s.  

These changes and the recently “discovered” competencies and voices of children 

seem to be provoking almost everywhere reactions of perplexity, discomfort and 

enchantment. There has been criticism in relation to the attempts to universalize the needs, 

rights and ways children exist and participate in the world as if disregarding the diversity of 

childhoods in different cultures. However, these issues are still little understood in most of 

our countries. Though there has been a considerable amount of publications focusing on 

some of these topics since the 1980s in the sphere of the so called Childhood Studies, this 

material is practically unknown in Brazil .  

 
 

 



Our goal in this seminar is to discuss how these conceptions have been 

deconstructed and reconstructed and analyze the impact of this shift in paradigms 

particularly in three countries: Brazil , Portugal and the United Kingdom .  

 

For this purpose, we will gather in Rio de Janeiro some of the experts that have been 

leading this debate. They are:  

   

Allison James, University of Sheffield , United Kingdom 

Adrian James, University of Sheffield , United Kingdom 

Manuel Sarmento, Universidade do Minho, Instituto de Estudos da Criança (IEC), [Institute 

of Childhood Studies], Portugal  

Paula Cristina Martins Marques, Universidade do Minho, Instituto de Estudos da Criança 

(IEC), Portugal 

Ângela Nunes, Post-doc studies in Germany and IEC, Portugal  

Sônia Krammer, PUC-Rio, Departamento of Education, Brasil 

Irene Rizzini, PUC-Rio, Childwatch President, CIESPI Director and prof. of the 

Department of Social Work, Brasil 

  

The seminar organization committee includes: 

 

The Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro (PUC-Rio),  

Department of Social Work, PUC-Rio 

CIESPI – The International Center for Research and Policy on Childhood, in association 

with PUC-Rio 

Institute of Childhood Studies (IEC - Instituto de Estudos da Criança), Universidade do 

Minho, Portugal.  

  

 


