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Background 

 

Children's rights to participation are addressed in several provisions throughout the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which is the most universally embraced human 

rights treaty in history and contains a comprehensive set of international legal standards for the 

protection and well-being of children. Although there have been other international treaties and 

agreements concerned with children’s rights, this Convention is unique in that since:  

 it is comprehensive, ensuring children their civil, political, economic, social and cultural 

rights;  

 it is universal, applying to all children in all situations in virtually the entire community 

of nations;  

 it is unconditional, calling on even those governments with scarce resources to take 

action to protect children’s rights;  

 it is holistic, asserting that all rights are essential, indivisible, interdependent, and equal.  

 

The CRC specifies that children are entitled to enjoy the right to freedom of expression (Article 

12, 13), freedom of thought, conscience and religion (Article 14), and freedom of association 

(Article 15). In addition, children should have access to information (Article 17), especially 

when it is aimed at the promotion of their well being and health, as it is a necessary foundation 

for informed participation in decision- making.  

Article 12 of the Convention, which regulates the right to be heard, states that children have the 

right to express their views in all matters affecting them and requires that those views be heard 

and given due weight in accordance with the child's age and maturity. It recognizes the potential 

of children to enrich decision-making processes, to share perspectives and to participate as 

citizens and actors of change.  

The practical meaning of children's right to participation must be considered in each and every 

matter concerning children. The mentioned articles indicate that children need to be involved in 

the process of realizing their rights. Their involvement according to the General comment No 12 

(on CRC Article 12) of the General Committee on the Rights of the Child in June 2009, “should 



not only be a momentary act, but the starting point for an intense exchange between children and 

adults on the development of policies, programmes and measures in all relevant contexts of 

children’s lives.” 

As a fundamental right of the child, the right to participation stands on its own; it requires a clear 

commitment and effective actions to become a living reality and therefore is much more than a 

simple strategy. Therefore, participation is one of the guiding principles of the Convention, as 

well as one of its basic challenges. 

 

Conference Description and Objectives 

As part of the series of conferences that serve as platforms for social policy and child rights, the 

conference entitled "Child Participation: Together we Decide" will be held in Cairo on January 

10
th

 2011. 

This conference is organized within the framework of the project "Egypt fit for children", which 

is funded by the Italian Cooperation and implemented by the Egyptian Council for Childhood 

and Motherhood with the technical assistance of the Cabinet Information and Decision Support 

Center (IDSC), and the United Nations Children's Fund. The project aims at contributing to build 

an institutional and cultural environment where the rights of every child are respected, promoted 

and protected. 

The conference will bring together policy experts, practitioners, representatives of institutions 

with child participatory initiatives and academic researchers from the Middle East, North Africa 

and Mediterranean countries to exchange evidence based research, case studies, and successful 

experiences that promote and advocate for the different ways duty bearers could embrace child 

participation.  

The conference will focus on the role of the state and civil society in promoting child 

participation in Egypt, means of enhancing children participation in schools, and how 

vulnerability affects participation.  

Furthermore, to ensure Children's participation during the conference, children will directly 

discuss and debate with policy makers and adults in order to express their views and opinions 

about how to embrace and enhance their participation in their country. 

 


