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Staff
Professor. Rebecca Wallace: MA, LLB, PhD, Imm. Judge 
- Director of UHICRC. Her principal discipline throughout 
her academic career is international law, with particular 
emphasis on human rights; international protection 
afforded to asylum seekers and refugees, specifically 
women and children; evaluation of legislation-actual and 
proposed and its compatibility with UNCRC.

Anne Holliday: BA Hons Law - PA/Researcher to Director
A background in international law and particular interests 
in gender issues and experiences of unaccompanied 
minors in the refugee determination process.

Claire Cody: BSc Hons. Psychology and MSc Social 
Anthropology - Oak Fellow. Her interests include child 
trafficking and exploitation; birth registration and legal 
identity; harmful traditional practices and psychosocial 
support; and assistance for children and families.

Dr Mei-Li Roberts: MA Joint Hons English Language 
and Literature and Social Anthropology - BACYS Degree 
Course Leader/Research Fellow. Her interests include 
anthropology and sociology of childhood with particular 
interest in children and young people’s health issues. 

Gillian Murray: Administrative assistant for BACYS degree 
programme.

Karen Wylie: MA Hons Philosophy and MSc in
Human Rights and International Politics – researcher.
Her interests include the relationship and interplay 
between international law and international relations; 
gender issues; justice and reconciliation in post-conflict 
situations.

Contact
Centre for Rural Childhood, Perth College UHI,
Crieff Road, Perth PH1 2NX, Scotland UK

Telephone: 01738 877506
Email: enquiriescrc@perth.uhi.ac.uk
www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/ruralchildhood

The Oak Foundation
The Oak Foundation is a Geneva-based charitable 
organisation that commits its resources to address issues 
of global social and environmental concern, particularly 
those that have a major impact on the lives of the 
disadvantaged.

The Foundation has funded a three year Research 
Fellowship. The Oak Fellow’s role is to continue and 
develop the work previously undertaken by Professor 
Stewart Asquith, on the recovery and reintegration of 
child victims from the effects of sexual exploitation 
and/or trafficking.

Professor Asquith’s research identified a number of 
gaps in this field including; a lack of evidence of ‘what 
works’  for children in recovery and reintegration; 
ineffectiveness in translating research findings into 
practice on the ground; a limited flow of knowledge
and learning between actors.

Key areas of work of the Fellow include:

 • Establishing an on-line hub for research, learning  
  and knowledge transfer activities in the field of   
  recovery and reintegration.

 • Identifying and developing resources for   
  practitioners.  

 • Working towards the design of a programme   
  effectiveness framework.

 • Identifying gaps in research.

 • Promoting the voices and experiences of children.

For more information and for ways to get involved in the 
project please contact claire.cody@perth.uhi.ac.uk 

For more information on the Oak Foundation and to 
access the report on the reintegration and recovery of 
children please visit www.oakfnd.org
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BA (Hons) Degree 
in Child and Youth 
Studies
BA (Hons) Degree in Child and Youth Studies (BACYS) 
adopts a holistic approach to child and youth studies.
It engages a range of disciplines and subjects, such as 
health, social work and education so as to examine the
social, psychological, environmental and legislative 
influences on children and young people from birth to 
maturity.

The curriculum consists of core and optional modules. 
Delivery is on-line through a virtual learning environment 
which gives students flexibility over their studies which 
can be arranged to suit their domestic and work 
commitments. The programme can be studied full time; by 
structured part-time study; or as single modules for CPD. 

For more information visit www.uhi.ac.uk

PhD Applications
Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates 
who wish to pursue a PhD by research in a topic falling 
within the Centre’s acknowledged and developing 
areas of specialism. These include migration, trafficking, 
immigration, juvenile justice, health and education 
as pertaining to children (defined according to the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child), with a particular 
focus on the rural dimension.   

Interested persons should in the first instance contact the 
Centre’s Director, Professor Rebecca Wallace at
rebecca.wallace@perth.uhi.ac.uk
or telephone 01738 877474/01738 877506.

Further information regarding the centre can be found at 
www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/ruralchildhood 

The Centre for Rural 
Childhood
The UHI Centre for Rural Childhood (UHICRC), Perth 
College was established in 2007 based on the vision 
of the late Professor Stewart Asquith. The UHICRC 
is underpinned by a commitment to the 1989 UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  The Centre’s 
activities include:

 • Contributing to the development of policy and
  practice on all aspects of the life experiences of
  children born into and/or brought up in a rural   
  context

 • Providing research, consultancy, teaching, training  
  and the provision of an evidence-based approach to
  the development of policy and practice, locally,   
  nationally and internationally.

 • Working for the well being of children who 
  experience life from a rural aspect, redressing the  
  tendency to focus on children’s issues in an urban  
  context. 

Centre staff members have a particular expertise in 
international human rights law and its activities will 
be founded upon evidence informed and evidence 
based research on issues which impact on children and 
childhood, locally, nationally and internationally.  

The UHICRC provides opportunities for cross sector 
collaboration in education, health, law, migration, 
mountain studies, rural policy and sustainable economies.

The Centre is a Key Institution within Childwatch 
International, a global network collaborating in child 
research for the purpose of promoting child rights and 
improving their well-being around the world.

Support for the 
University of London 
Post Graduate 
Programme
The UHICRC is a supporting institution for the University of 
London postgraduate laws programme (distance learning). 

The programme is open to non-lawyers. You can start with 
a Postgraduate Certificate, progress to a Postgraduate 
Diploma and finish with a full Masters of Law (LLM). 
London has a very open admissions policy, designed to 
make postgraduate study available to as many people as 
possible including those without a without a law degree, 
or even a university degree.

The UHICRC supports the following courses - Youth Justice, 
International Rights of the Child, Human Rights of Women 
and International Refugee Law. Support is available from 
the UHICRC incrementally over two years for London’s 
Master of Laws, Postgraduate Diploma in Laws and 
Postgraduate Certificate in Laws, all with Specialisation in 
Family Law; Postgraduate Diploma and Certificate in Laws 
with Specialisation in Human Rights; and Postgraduate 
Certificate in Laws with Specialisations in Criminology and 
Criminal Justice and in International Dispute Resolution. 
The UHICRC support is available face to face or virtually 
over the internet.  

If you are interested please contact the Centre staff either 
by email to pglon.crc@perth.uhi.ac.uk or by telephone on 
01738 877506. You can also find out more at
www.perth.uhi.ac.uk/ruralchildhood

Other post graduate 
opportunities
It is anticipated the UHICRC will be offering post
graduate qualifications in restorative justice and 
contemporary childhood issues in the
academic session as of 2011. 


