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1. Global Developments on Children’s Rights 

Press release : The Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) concluded its 
61st session on 5 October 

The Committee on the Rights of the Child concluded its 61st session on 5 October, adopting its 

Concluding Observations and recommendations on reports presented by Liberia, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Namibia, Andorra, Austria, Albania and Canada under the Convention on the Rights 

of the Child and its two Optional Protocols. The 62nd session of the Committee will be held in 

Geneva from 14 January to 1 February 2013, during which it will review reports from Guinea, 

Guyana, Malta, and Niue Islands under the Convention on the Rights of the Child; Slovakia, 

Burkina Faso and the United States under the two Optional Protocols on children and armed 

conflict, and on the sale of children, child pornography and child prostitution; and the Philippines 

under the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child pornography and child prostitution. 

Full report (Office of the high commissioner for human rights) 

Press release : U.N. General Assembly looks at the rights of women and 
children 

Last week hundreds of world leaders converged in New York City for the annual opening of the 

United Nations General Assembly; on the agenda were topics like the Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs) and the rights of women and children.  Governments and aid organizations alike 

made pledges to improve the rights and health of women and children at the current session of the 

U.N. General Assembly.  A number of countries are backing the Equal Futures Partnership, an 

initiative intended to increase the participation of women in business and politics. President Obama 

said: “This week, the United States signed a new Declaration on Women’s Participation. Next year, 

we should each announce the steps we are taking to break down economic and political barriers that 

stand in the way of women and girls. That is what our commitment to human progress demands” 

Full article (The Development Newswire blog). 

Déclaration : Le haut commissaire des Nations Unies affirme que les crises 
humanitaires mondiales connaissent une ampleur sans précédent. 

Le chef de l'agence des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés, António Guterres, a averti aujourd'hui que 

de nouveaux conflits majeurs et simultanés combinés avec d'autres conflits prolongés et non résolus 

mettent à rude épreuve les ressources du HCR et celles d'autres acteurs humanitaires. Dans son 

discours d'ouverture pour la réunion annuelle du Comité exécutif, l'organe directeur du HCR, 

António Guterres a indiqué que le HCR était aujourd'hui aux prises avec un niveau de crises de 

réfugiés sans précédent dans son histoire récente, avec de nouvelles urgences simultanées en Syrie, 

au Mali, au Soudan, au Soudan du Sud et en République démocratique du Congo. « Déjà en 2011, 

alors que la crise se développait, plus de 800 000 personnes traversaient la frontière de leur pays en 

quête de refuge – soit en moyenne plus de 2 000 par jour. Cet exode a été le plus important de toute 

la décennie écoulée », a-t-il indiqué. « Et, à ce jour, plus de 700 000 personnes ont fui depuis la RDC, 

le Mali, le Soudan et la Syrie. » 

Article complet (UNHCR) 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12628&LangID=E
http://foreignpolicyblogs.com/2012/10/02/u-n-general-assembly-looks-at-the-rights-of-women-and-children/
http://www.unhcr.fr/50699989c.html


New publication : Progress and obstacles to girls education in Africa 

“Progress and Obstacles to Girls education in Africa” is the first pan-African report that 

accompanies and complements the global 2012 because I am a Girl report on girls’ education. The 

report presents the difficulties faced by girls, their families, communities and teachers across Africa, 

and how their experience of education is impacted and influenced by policies, cultural practices and 

traditional values. Plan’s “Because I am a Girl annual global report” maps the state of the world’s 

girls. While women and children are often recognized as specific target groups in policy and 

planning, girls particular needs and rights are often ignored. These reports provide evidence, 

including the voices of girls themselves, on why girls needs require specific attention.  The report 

says that school enrolment in Sub-Saharan Africa remains the lowest in the world, with boys being 

more likely to attend school than girls. It warns that if the situation does not change immediately, 

the Millennium Development Goal to achieve universal primary education by 2015 will not be 

reached.  

Full report (Plan international) 

Report : Committee on the right of children discussion on the rights of all 
children in the context of international migration 

In his introductory statement, Mr. François Crépeau, (Special Rapporteur on the human rights of 

migrants) emphasised that: “Migrant children should always be treated as children first”. 

Unfortunately, terminology such as ‘illegal migrants’ still dominates most discussions - language 

which “demonises migrant children and leads to further alienation, violence and xenophobia... No 

child is illegal, no human being is illegal. All children have rights irrespective of their status.” Mr. 

Crépeau highlighted a number of areas States should be prioritising when dealing with migrant 

children, such as data collection, the training of migration authorities, and better inter-agency 

coordination. Referring to his report to the Human Rights Council highlighting the detrimental 

effect of parental detention on children, he added that detention of migrant children is itself also a 

major problem.   

For more information (CRIN) 

New website : The global protection cluster launched his new website 

The website has been designed for colleagues working in field operations, in particular field 

protection Clusters. Each of the 25 field Protection Clusters has a page which contains essential 

information on the Cluster. The website has the following key portals: Field support service 

featuring Help Desk functionalities enabling requests for support and advice to be communicated 

expeditiously to the Global Protection Cluster; Training and learning service providing information 

on available capacity building programmes; Tools and guidance service providing essential 

protection leadership and coordination advice and references;  News and publications containing the 

most significant publications of the Global Protection Cluster and information on topical issues;  

Essential information on age, gender and diversity; child protection; gender based violence; housing 

land and property rights; among others. 

New website (Global protection cluster)   

Newsletter (vol. 2, 2012) 

http://plan-international.org/files/Africa/progress-and-obstacles-to-girls-education-in-africa
http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=29499&flag=report
http://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/
http://www.globalprotectioncluster.org/_assets/files/news_and_publications/GPC_Newsletter_02_2012.pdf


Newsletter : International panel of juvenile justice (IPJJ) 

The Human Rights Council has just concluded its 21st session, it is also time for us to close our 

photographic exhibition on juveniles in detention. This very unique event, organized by the IPJJ and 

the Permanent Mission of Switzerland, was a huge success! It was inaugurated on Tuesday 11 

September with the exceptional participation of Her Excellency Ms. Navi Pillay, the High 

Commissioner for Human rights; His Excellency Mr. Christian Strohal, Ambassador of Austria to 

the United Nations in Geneva; and Mr. Jean Zermatten, President of the Committee on the Rights 

of the Child. The protection of the human rights of children in the administration of justice was 

under the spotlight at this session.  

For more information (IPJJ) 

Article : United Nations report calls for decriminalizing prostitution 

Thailand and New Zealand sound like the best places for prostitutes in Asia and the South Pacific, 

because they don’t face the repressive laws that exist in the rest of the region, according to a new 

U.N. report that calls for the decriminalization of the voluntary sex trade. The worst countries to be 

caught possessing a condom while appearing to work as a prostitute include China, Fiji, India, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Sri Lanka and Vietnam. 

In those countries, an unused condom can be used as evidence that a person is an illegal sex worker. 

The report called for the decriminalization of prostitution because it found “no evidence from 

countries of Asia and the Pacific” that outlawing the sex trade has prevented HIV epidemics among 

sex workers and their clients. The report also called for euphemisms. 

Full article (Washington Times) 

Newsletter : Watchlist on children and armed conflict, October 2012. 

Wachtlist on children and armed conflict has released its newsletter for the month of October. It 

reminds us of the important issued concerning children in armed conflict during the pas month. 

This edition gives a particular focus on the discussions held by the United Nations Security Council 

in New York during the month of September on children in armed conflict. The debate took place 

on the basis of the Secretary-General’s 11th Annual Report on Children and Armed Conflict and in 

the presence of the Secretary-General’s new Special Representative for Children and Armed 

Conflict, Ms. Leila Zerrougui. In line with the Concept Note circulated by Germany as President of 

the Security Council, the Open Debate focused on the theme of accountability.  

For more information (Watchlist) 

New toolkit : Keeping children safe launched a new toolkit to provide 
protection to Children 

Keeping children safe are presenting this toolkit that works as a complete package for people 

working in safeguarding children across the world. It includes new material from the child-to-child 

trust on how to include children's participation in child protection processed. The toolkit aims to 

support agencies at international, national and local levels to put child safeguarding standards into 

practice.  

For more information (Keeping children safe) 

http://www.ipjj.org/en/mailing/ipjj-newsletter-nr-54-september-2012/
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2012/oct/24/un-report-calls-decriminalizing-prostitution/#ixzz2AFV1EA6M
http://us2.campaign-archive2.com/?u=7137142738107c0dfd820ffe9&id=0e0fb07b6a&e=c9130748a1
http://www.keepingchildrensafe.org.uk/toolkit


New Report - 2012 Global Hunger Index 

The 2012 GHI report focuses particularly on the issue of how to ensure sustainable food security 

under conditions of water, land, and energy stress. Demographic changes, rising incomes and 

associated consumption patterns, and climate change, alongside persistent poverty and inadequate 

policies and institutions, are all placing serious pressure on natural resources. In this report, IFPRI 

describes the evidence on land, water, and energy scarcity in developing countries and offers two 

visions of a future global food system —an unsustainable scenario in which current trends in 

resource use continue, and a sustainable scenario in which access to food, modern energy, and clean 

water improves significantly and ecosystem degradation is halted or reversed. 

For more information (IFPRI) 

New report : Next steps for children's rights in Canada 

The Third/Fourth Review of Canada’s record on children’s rights resulted in a long “todo” list that 

ranges from specific policy changes to reforming the way we govern for children in Canada. Specific 

policies can be changed easily; structural reform is a challenge. Both are necessary for children now 

and for the future of Canada. “What’s next for children’s rights in Canada?” There is no single 

answer, but there are feasible steps we can take. The report from the expert UN Committee on the 

Rights of the Child, called Concluding Observations, makes many of the same recommendations 

that Canadians who care about children’s rights are making.  

For more information (Canadian coalition for the rights of children)  

New Report- Violating Children's Rights: Harmful practices based on 
tradition, culture, religion or superstition 

This short report by International NGO Council on Violence Against Children is designed to 

complement other current activities in the UN system that are focusing on harmful practices and 

children and will hopefully lead to more effective action. The UN Secretary-General’s Special 

Representative on Violence against Children, Marta Santos Pais, held an International Expert 

Consultation on the issue in June 2012 in Addis Ababa in which the International NGO Council 

was represented and prepared a submission. The report first looks at the definition and scope of 

harmful traditional, cultural and religious practices violating children’s rights. Section 3 outlines 

the human rights context for their prohibition and elimination. Section 4 lists practices identified 

through a call for evidence issued by the International NGO Council earlier in 2012 and additional 

desk research. It also provides some examples of legal and other measures already taken to challenge 

and eliminate them. Section 5 provides recommendations for action by states, UN and UN-related 

agencies, INGOs, NGOs, national human rights institutions and others. 

Full report (CRIN) 

 

http://www.ifpri.org/publication/2012-global-hunger-index
http://rightsofchildren.ca/
http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=29619


New Report - Publication of a study on the implementation of 3’000 
recommendations 

24 October  2012 – Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Info is releasing today an overall assessment 

on the implementation of 3’000 UPR recommendations at mid-term. The publication "On the road 

to implementation" presents the results of the Follow-up Programme, which since 2011 compiles 

data from every stakeholder from countries that are going to be reviewed for a second time from 

January 2013 to May 2014 (UPR sessions 15 to 19), amounting to 66 States. The results of this 

research, conducted over the course of one year and a half, are encouraging: 40 percent of 

recommendations have triggered actions from States. Taking into account the huge number of 

recommendations received during the thirteenth UPR session (approximately 150 recommendations 

per State) and the extent to which recommendations are being implemented at mid-term, the UPR is 

an effective tool to improve human rights situations on the ground. 

Full report (UPRInfo) 

New leaflet - Prohibiting all corporal punishment of children - progress and 
delay 

The Global Initiative’s popular leaflet summarizing progress and delay worldwide towards 

prohibiting corporal punishment in all settings has been updated. Prohibiting all corporal 

punishment of children: progress and delay presents facts and figures on the global movement 

towards law reform to prohibit corporal punishment in all settings, including the home. It 

graphically illustrates the percentage of the global child population legally protected from all corporal 

punishment and the numbers of states prohibiting corporal punishment in each setting of children’s 

lives. The eight-page leaflet also includes a snapshot of research into the nature and prevalence of 

corporal punishment and a list of states where there appears to have been no such research. 

Full leaflet (End all Corporal Punishment of Children) 

 

Report : “Louder than words: An agenda for action to end state use of child 

soldiers” 

The report has been published to mark the tenth anniversary year of the entry into force of the 

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in 

armed conflict. It examines the record of states in protecting children from use in hostilities by their 

own forces and by state-allied armed groups. It finds that, while governments’ commitment to 

ending child soldier use is high, the gap between commitment and practice remains wide. The report 

argues that ending child soldier use by states is within reach but that achieving it requires improved 

analysis of “risk factors”, and greater investment in reducing these risks, before the military use of 

girls and boys becomes a fact. Real prevention means tackling risk where it begins – with the 

recruitment of under-18s.  

Full report (Child soldiers) 

http://www.upr-info.org/+Publication-of-a-study-on-the+.html
http://www.crin.org/docs/Progress%20and%20delay%20leaflet%20October%202012%20EN%20singles.pdf
http://child-soldiers.org/global_report_reader.php?id=562


Éditorial : Les droits des enfants et l’industrie pharmaceutique 

Incontestablement, le rôle de la médecine est prédominant pour garantir les droits des enfants. La 

Convention relative aux droits de l'enfant définit en effet clairement leurs droits à la survie, au 

développement, et au meilleur niveau de santé possible, qui tous doivent être respectés pour qu’ils 

puissent bénéficier de l’ensemble des droits reconnus par la Convention. L’assistance médicale est 

par conséquent indispensable à la réalisation de tous les droits des enfants, les médicaments sur 

ordonnance constituant souvent une part importante des soins de santé. Mais qu’en est-il lorsque les 

entreprises qui fournissent des médicaments d’importance vitale violent les droits de certains enfants 

pour améliorer les soins dont d’autres bénéficient, ou plus prosaïquement leurs résultats financiers ? 

Avec la mondialisation croissante de l’industrie pharmaceutique, cette question est d’autant plus 

importante.  

Article complet (CRIN) 

Press release: Supporting girls and young women in post-conflict and 
humanitarian settings 

Margaret Pollack, senior advisor on population issues in the bureau of population, refugees, and 

migration says that today, on the first International Day of the Girl Child, it's important to 

remember some of the most vulnerable girls in the world -- those living in post-conflict or other 

humanitarian settings. The special vulnerabilities of young women and girls -- to early marriage, 

unplanned pregnancies, gender-based violence and abuse -- can all be exacerbated when the normal 

protections of organized societies break down during times of conflict or crisis. Humanitarians have 

a special responsibility to meet the needs of these girls, and the United States is working with our 

international and non-governmental organization partners to ensure those most in need of 

protection are not forgotten. Our humanitarian assistance -- including the provision of health, 

shelter, nutrition, and water and sanitation programs -- supports the community, the family, and 

through this the whole child.  

Full article (Reliefweb) 

Press release: Immunisation lauded as engine for economic growth 

High-powered discussion at World Bank-IMF meetings focuses on economic benefits of vaccines 

well-beyond health. Child immunisation has the power to fundamentally change the economic 

progress of developing countries even beyond the basic benefit of saving lives and improving health, 

according to rigorous, independent studies cited by Harvard economics professor David Bloom. 

Bloom, a professor of economics and demography at the Harvard School of Public Health, was 

addressing a high-powered session at the World Bank-IMF meetings on Friday, which emphasized 

the importance of the economic link in helping government officials allocate scarce budget 

resources. Participants included finance, treasury and other top officials from Bangladesh, Italy, 

Japan, Kenya and Senegal, as well as Donald Kaberuka, President of the African Development 

Bank. 

Full article (Gavi alliance) 

http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=29519&flag=news
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/supporting-girls-and-young-women-post-conflict-and-humanitarian-settings
http://www.gavialliance.org/library/news/gavi-features/2012/immunisation-lauded-as-engine-for-economic-growth/


New report : Ethical principles, dilemmas and risks in collecting data on 
violence against children: a review of available literature.   

As you know, recent years have seen growing efforts to collect data on violence against children but 

there are, as yet, no internationally recommended or agreed ethical guidelines for such research. 

Ethical guidelines are particularly crucial when carrying out research on VAC, as they help to 

minimize the risk of potential harm resulting from the data collection process to participants, 

researchers and others, and ensure that any remaining risks are outweighed by the potential benefits. 

In addition, research ethics and methodologies are interlinked, with ethically sound research 

protocols and tools adding to the value of the research itself. This literature review aims to 

contribute to the development of such ethical guidelines. It aims to capture current thinking on 

ethical issues and providing empirical support to guide recommendations for ethical research 

practice and decision-making in collecting data on VAC.   

Full report (childinfo.org) 

New report : Ethical principles, dilemmas and risks in collecting data on 
violence against children: a review of available literature.   

As you know, recent years have seen growing efforts to collect data on violence against children but 

there are, as yet, no internationally recommended or agreed ethical guidelines for such research. 

Ethical guidelines are particularly crucial when carrying out research on VAC, as they help to 

minimize the risk of potential harm resulting from the data collection process to participants, 

researchers and others, and ensure that any remaining risks are outweighed by the potential benefits. 

In addition, research ethics and methodologies are interlinked, with ethically sound research 

protocols and tools adding to the value of the research itself. This literature review aims to 

contribute to the development of such ethical guidelines. It aims to capture current thinking on 

ethical issues and providing empirical support to guide recommendations for ethical research 

practice and decision-making in collecting data on VAC.   

Full report (childinfo.org) 

Universal periodic review - session 14 

The 14th Session of the Universal Periodic Review will take place from 22 October - 5 November 

2012. Through a mechanism called the Universal Periodic Review, the Human Rights Council 

reviews, on a periodic basis, the fulfilment by each of the 193 United Nations Member States of 

their human rights obligations and commitments. The review itself takes place in Geneva in a 

session of the Working Group on the UPR, which is composed of the 47 member States of the 

Human Rights Council. The review takes the form of a three-and-a-half-hour interactive dialogue 

between the State under review and the member and observer States of the Council. A few days 

after the interactive dialogue, the Working Group adopts the report of the proceedings. 

For more information (CRIN) 

http://www.childinfo.org/ref_group.html
http://www.childinfo.org/ref_group.html
http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=26916


First International Day of the Girl Child, 11 October 

“Girls who are forced to marry are committed to being in slavery like marriages for the rest of their 

lives. Girls who are victims of servile marriages experience domestic servitude, sexual slavery and 

suffer from violations to their right to health, education, non-discrimination and freedom from 

physical, psychological and sexual violence. Every year an estimate of 10 million girls are married 

before they reach 18. In the most appalling of these cases, little girls as young as eight years old are 

being married off to men who may be three or four times their age. Child marriage cuts across 

countries, cultures, religions and ethnicities; 46% of girls under 18 are married in South Asia; 38% in 

sub-Saharan Africa; 29% in Latin America and the Caribbean; 18% in the Middle East and North 

Africa; and in some communities in Europe and North America too. Child marriage is a violation of 

all the rights of the child. It forces children, particularly girls, to assume responsibilities for which 

they are often physically and psychologically not prepared for. Girls who are forced to marry face a 

life of violence in the home where they are physically and sexually abused, suffer from inhuman and 

degrading treatment and ultimately slavery.  

Full article (HREA) 

Nouveau rapport : Rapport mondial de suivi sur l’éducation pour tous 

À travers le monde, de nombreux jeunes — en particulier défavorisés — quittent l’école sans avoir 

acquis les compétences dont ils auront besoin pour se faire une place dans la société et trouver un 

emploi décent. En plus de contrarier les espoirs des jeunes, cet échec des systèmes d’enseignement 

compromet l’équité de la croissance économique et la cohésion sociale et empêche de nombreux 

pays de tirer parti des avantages potentiels que peut leur apporter la population croissante des jeunes.  

Le Rapport mondial de suivi sur l’Éducation pour tous 2012 montrera de quelle façon des 

programmes de développement des compétences peuvent être améliorés et leur champ d’application 

étendu afin d’offrir aux jeunes de plus grandes chances d’accéder à des emplois décents et à de 

meilleures conditions de vie. 

Pour plus d’information (UNESCO) 

New Report: Minimum standards for child protection in humanitarian action 

The Minimum Standards for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action were launched in Geneva on 

29 October 2012.  Children often make up more than 50% of the population affected by conflicts or 

disasters around the world. Exploitation, violence, separation and sexual abuse are but a few of the 

hardships they suffer in emergency situations. This long-awaited document, compiled by the 22 

organizations and agencies which comprise the Child Protection Working Group (CPWG), strive to 

strengthen coordination, improve the quality of protection programs, increase accountability and 

enable better communication on issues involving child protection.  

For more information (Global protection cluster) 

http://www.hrea.org/index.php?base_id=2&language_id=1&headline_id=16041
http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/education/themes/leading-the-international-agenda/efareport/reports/2012-skills/
http://cpwg.net/minimum-standards/


Nouveau rapport: Rapport international 2012 sur la prévention de la criminalité 
et la sécurité quotidienne.  

Le CIPC a le plaisir d’annoncer la publication de son Rapport international 2012 sur la prévention 

de la criminalité et la sécurité quotidienne. 

Cette troisième édition du Rapport repose principalement sur cinq grands thèmes qui ont un rôle 

important à jouer dans l’élaboration des politiques de prévention de la criminalité à l’échelle 

internationale, entre autres, la traite d’êtres humains, les quartiers informels, les zones de post-conflit 

et de post-catastrophe, la production de drogues dans les pays développés et l’Étude mondiale sur la 

sécurité dans les villes menée par le CIPC. En abordant ces enjeux sous l’angle de la prévention, ce 

Rapport, qui s’appuie sur 18 ans d’expertise du CIPC dans ce domaine, contribue à élargir le débat 

afin de poursuivre la réflexion autour de la criminalité et de trouver des solutions à long terme. 

Publié tout les deux ans depuis 2008, le Rapport international constitue un ouvrage de référence et 

représente un outil essentiel pour aider les gouvernements, les autorités locales, les organismes 

internationaux et les autres acteurs dans la mise en œuvre de politiques efficaces de prévention de la 

criminalité dans leur pays, leur ville et leur communauté. 

Pour plus d’information (Crime prevention international) 

New Book : Our children, our responsibilities: Saving the youth we are losing 
to gangs 

Chris Robinson-Easley, Ph.D has published a book entitled, Our Children, Our Responsibilities: 

Saving the youth we are losing to gangs. Youth violence in the United States continues to growth in 

alarming numbers. People are talking about the problem, yet programmatic initiatives that do not 

address deep change continue to prevail. Over the past few months, I have participated in many 

varying activities where people are beginning to seriously question the need to move beyond 

program strategies. Yet, our movement towards a different type of change is slow. Youth violence is 

an issue that needs a different strategy of approach. The history of interventions, world-wide, and 

their lack luster results strongly suggests we have to do something different. I do not purport, nor 

will ever be arrogant and stand on principle to say I have all the answers, but I do offer a different 

lens for viewing and solving the problem.  

To buy book (Amazon) 

 

2. Africa Regional Children’s Rights Related News Updates 

Sahel : Humanitarian exchange magazine issue 55 focuses on the 
humanitarian crisis in the Sahel   

The special feature of this issue of Humanitarian Exchange focuses on the humanitarian crisis in the 

Sahel region of Africa, where aid agencies estimate that more than 18 million people are affected by 

food insecurity. In the lead article Peter Gubbels argues that the main cause of this crisis is not 

drought or a food shortage but a ‘resilience deficit’ which has left vulnerable people unprotected 

against shocks like rain failure and exceptionally high food prices. Northern Mali has been hit doubly 

hard by a poor harvest in 2011, followed by political unrest and violence in 2012. 

Full article (Humanitarian practice network) 

http://www.crime-prevention-intl.org/fr/welcome.html
http://www.amazon.com/Our-Children-Responsibilities-Critical-Thinking/dp/1433111993
http://www.odihpn.org/humanitarian-exchange-magazine/issue-55


Horn of Africa : Targeted aid to help prevent food disasters  

Britain pledged to target aid that will help prevent future food disasters in the Horn of Africa - a 

year on from the crisis that cost countless lives. The new Development Secretary Justine Greening 

made the pledge today during a visit to the drought-hit area of Turkana province in Northern 

Kenya. It comes as Ms Greening set out new UK aid to treat thousands more children and women 

who continue to suffer from malnutrition across the arid region. Through the aid announced by the 

Development Secretary today, Britain will: help treat a further 65,000 acutely malnourished children 

in Kenya every year for the next three years; provide care to prevent malnutrition for 400,000 

women and children; and strengthen the resilience of the local health systems to prevent, prepare 

and respond quickly to future nutrition emergencies.    During her first ministerial visit to Africa, Ms 

Greening is travelling to Loiturerei village in Turkana province to meet some of the 69,000 of the 

poorest families who receive regular payments to increase their ability to cope with droughts, invest 

in their education and prevent them from falling into destitution.  

Full article (Reliefweb) 

Afrique de l’Est : Des dizaines de milliers de personnes touchées par les 
inondations 

Selon des représentants d’organismes humanitaires, des précipitations supérieures aux moyennes 

saisonnières ont touché des dizaines de milliers de personnes dans certaines régions d’Afrique de 

l’Est et de la Corne de l’Afrique, déplaçant des familles et entravant l’accès à de nombreux habitants 

dans le besoin. Les pluies présagent un éventuel phénomène El Niño et font craindre de nouvelles 

inondations. Selon un rapport spécial sur El Niño du Réseau des systèmes d’alerte précoce contre la 

famine (FEWSNET), des conditions El Niño faibles à modérées devraient se développer en 

septembre et se poursuivre jusqu’aux premiers mois de 2013. « En Afrique de l’Est, les phénomènes 

El Niño en cette période de l’année entraînent généralement une humidité supérieure à la normale 

d’octobre à décembre dans la Grande Corne de l’Afrique. » 

Article complet (IRIN) 

Sahel : A wise man for Sahel 

Ban Ki-moon, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, has appointed the former Italian Prime 

Minister Romano Prodi as his special envoy to the Sahel region, a large zone between the Sahara 

desert and the Sudanian savanna which covers parts of Senegal, Mauritania, Mali, Algeria, Niger, 

Chad, Sudan, South Sudan and Eritrea. The UN chief has opted for a wise man, a subtle negotiator, 

a consensus builder who led the European Union Commission from 1999 to 2004, a globally 

respected personality with a unique expertise on Africa and a bold vision of integration for what can 

be the continent of the future. Perfectly at ease in Beijing, Washington, D.C., Moscow, Cairo, 

Pretoria or Addis Ababa, the European statesman will need a cohesive international community to 

stop the destabilization of the Sahelian space, but, in the aftermath of the Libyan conflict, at the time 

of the Syrian tragedy, facing the uncertainties of the Iranian nuclear program, Sahel could sadly 

become another divisive factor among the world powers too often paralyzed by mutual suspicions 

and reciprocal mistrust.  

Full article (The Huffington Post) 

http://reliefweb.int/report/kenya/horn-africa-targeted-aid-help-prevent-food-disasters
http://www.irinnews.org/fr/Report/96490/AFRIQUE-DE-L-EST-Des-dizaines-de-milliers-de-personnes-touchées-par-les-inondations
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/david-gosset/romano-prodi-sahel-un-envoy_b_1950947.html?utm_hp_ref=world


Africa : Africa gold rush lures children out of school 

One million children aged between five and 17 are engaged in small-scale mining and quarrying 

worldwide, according to the UN International Labour Organisation (ILO). 

In Africa, the ILO estimates that children under the age of 18 constitute 30-50% of the total 

workforce in small-scale gold mines.  A boom in Burkina Faso's gold mining sector over the past 

three years has made the country the fourth leading producer on the continent, but it is also luring 

children out of school. In 2003 the government revised its mining laws to encourage investors, and 

between 2007 and 2011 several industrial mining sites opened in the West African country. Rural 

poverty coupled with record world gold prices is proving an irresistible pull in the Madagascan town 

of Ankavandra, where it is predominantly girls who are dropping out of school. "Girls do this 

because the boys usually have to look after the zebu," says one 12-year-old, referring to the 

distinctive hump-backed cattle 

Full article (BBC)        

Afrique : En finir avec le mariage des enfants: une promesse faite aux filles 

Ela Bhatt est fondatrice de l’association indienne SEWA (Self Employed Women’s Association). 

Desmond Tutu est archevêque émérite du Cap. Ils sont membre des Elders, un groupe indépendant 

de dirigeants mondiaux œuvrant pour la paix, la justice et les droits de l’homme. Les Elders ont créé 

"Filles, Pas Epouses", un partenariat mondial pour mettre fin au mariage des enfants, regroupant 

200 associations. Le 11 octobre, nous célébrons la première Journée internationale de la fille. C’est 

l’occasion de souligner que ce sont les filles qui changeront le monde. Leur autonomisation est la clé 

du développement. Il s’agit également de reconnaître les discriminations et les violences que les filles 

subissent de façon disproportionnée. À ce titre, il est particulièrement important que le thème choisi 

par les Nations unies pour cette journée inaugurale soit le mariage des enfants, l’une des épreuves les 

plus cruelles subies par les filles.                                     

Article complet (Jeune Afrique) 

Africa : World Vision, Save the Children, call for political action on 
malnutrition  
World Vision and Save the Children launched the Nutrition Barometer to a packed venue at the UN 

General Assembly. The Nutrition Barometer assesses governments' political, legal and financial 

commitments to tackling malnutrition in the 36 countries where 90% of the world's undernourished 

children live. Almost a quarter of these countries have shown little progress in tackling this silent 

crisis. In 2011 alone, undernutrition was responsible for the deaths of 2.3 million children under 

five. The Special Representative of the UN Secretary General for Food Security and Nutrition, 

David Nabarro, began by calling the Nutrition Barometer an exciting and courageous report. The 

Barometer is courageous, he explained, as many of the 36 high-burden countries featured will not be 

enamoured with the findings. But as he described, it's an important tool for helping governments 

improve the nutrition status of vulnerable children. 

Full article (World Vision Africa) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-19870729
http://www.jeuneafrique.com/Article/ARTJAWEB20121010171108/
http://www.wvafrica.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=701:world-vision-save-the-children-call-for-political-action-on-malnutrition-&catid=57:latest-news&Itemid=86


West Africa : How the financial crisis is killing African children 

Gold in general has great PR. It's slick, it's hip, it's bling. But in a remote corner of West Africa, it's 

killing children. Lead from illegal gold mines in northwestern Nigeria has sparked what Doctors 

without Borders has called the worst case of environmental lead poisoning in years. The catastrophe 

is part of the fallout from the collapse of the U.S. housing market. Gold has long been viewed as a 

financial safe haven. For years, it traded for a few hundred dollars an ounce and produced modest 

gains for investors. Then the U.S. housing bubble began to deflate in late 2006 and early 2007, 

sending Wall Street into a tailspin and setting off a global economic crisis that sent investors rushing 

to buy precious metals. Gold prices shot up from $600 an ounce in 2006 to a record of nearly $1,900 

an ounce in 2011. This prompted farmers in Nigeria's Zamfara state to revisit some local rock 

outcroppings that supposedly held flecks of gold. 

Full article (npr) 

Afrique francophone : Québec veut occuper le terrain déserté par Ottawa en 
Afrique 

À la veille du 14e Sommet de la Francophonie, qui s'ouvre samedi en République démocratique du 

Congo (RDC), la première ministre québécoise, Pauline Marois, a annoncé l'intention de son 

gouvernement de renforcer les liens humanitaires et politiques avec l'Afrique. Évoquant le 

désengagement du gouvernement Harper à l'endroit du continent africain, elle a indiqué que son 

gouvernement avait l'intention d'occuper le terrain laissé vacant. Au cours des dernières années, 

plusieurs organismes ont dénoncé la diminution de l'aide humanitaire octroyée par Ottawa aux pays 

africains et le peu d'implication du gouvernement Harper. En 2009, le nombre de pays africains 

bénéficiant de l'aide canadienne est passé de 14 à 7. « Le fait que le gouvernement fédéral tende à se 

replier, c'est évidemment un espace que nous pourrions occuper au sens d'aider, d'accompagner 

dans la mesure de nos moyens », a déclaré Mme Marois devant les journalistes réunis à Kinshasa. 

Elle a profité de l'occasion pour annoncer des dons totalisant 375 000 $ à des organisations 

humanitaires qui œuvrent en RDC. 

Article complet (Radio Canada) 

Afrique : Éducation: Acquérir des compétences pour la vie 

Un nombre croissant d’enfants non scolarisés en Afrique subsaharienne, un nombre significatif 

d’enfants incapables de lire une phrase complète après six ans de scolarité primaire : le dernier 

rapport de l’Organisation des Nations Unies pour l’éducation, la science et la culture (UNESCO) 

dresse un tableau morose de l’état de l’éducation dans le monde. Les progrès accomplis pour 

atteindre les objectifs fixés à Dakar il y a douze ans ont été inégaux. Selon l’UNESCO, le principal 

échec concerne la promesse qui y avait été faite de donner aux adolescents et aux jeunes adultes les 

compétences nécessaires à la vie courante. Le Rapport mondial de suivi pour 2012, publié cette 

semaine, souligne qu’il est essentiel d’éduquer les jeunes de manière à ce qu’ils soient prêts pour le 

monde du travail. Ils devraient être capables de lire, d’écrire et de faire des additions et disposer du 

bon sens, de la confiance et des compétences interpersonnelles nécessaires à tout type d’emploi. 

Avec la modernisation de la société, les emplois non qualifiés tendent à disparaître.  

Article complet (Irin) 

http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo-way/2012/10/06/162400339/fallout-from-financial-crisis-thousands-of-nigerian-kids-poisoned-by-lead?ft=1&f=1001
http://www.radio-canada.ca/nouvelles/International/2012/10/12/005-francophonie-sommet-kinshasa.shtml
http://www.irinnews.org/fr/Report/96581/ÉDUCATION-Acquérir-des-compétences-pour-la-vie


Sahel : lessons to be learnt 

The Sahel food crisis this year put an estimated 18.7 million people at risk of hunger and 1.1 million 

children at risk of severe malnutrition, prompting the largest humanitarian response the region has 

ever seen and averting a large-scale disaster. But emergency responses are rarely smooth and there is 

always room for improvement. IRIN spoke to Sahel aid practitioners, analysts and donors to discuss 

what hampered the response, and what needs to be done to improve response in the future. Some 

three million children were estimated to be moderately acutely malnourished in the Sahel this year, 

despite greater awareness of the need to prevent moderate acute malnutrition (MAM); initiatives 

such as the SUN movement, which aims to reduce under-nutrition; and a shift in approach from 

WFP to included MAM prevention through its blanket feeding. National governments and donors 

still have not prioritized MAM enough, said UNICEF West Africa nutrition adviser Felicité 

Tchibindat. More help is needed through national health and nutrition strategies, cleaner water and 

sanitation and better education on nutrition and public health, say experts.  

Full article (Irin) 

 

3. Conferences and Courses  

Conference : Criminality or social exclusion? Justice for children in a divided 
world 

The fifth international juvenile justice observatory (IJJO) international conference: “Criminality or 

Social Exclusion? Justice for Children in a Divided World”, aims to address the impact of the global 

crises on the administration of justice for children and young people. In the last years, as a result of 

social and economic polarization and global crises, growing numbers of children, young people and 

families are finding themselves at the margins of society where social exclusion and involvement in 

criminality might constitute a higher risk. The fees can go from 100 pounds to 300 pounds for one 

or both days. 

Place: Brussels, Belgium 

Dates: 6-7 November 2012 

For more information (IJJO) 

Event : 19 Days of activism for prevention – Global campaign for prevention of 
abuse and violence against children and youth 

The 19 Days Campaign is a WWSF initiative launched in 2011 by the Children-Youth Section and 

sponsored by the Women's World Summit Foundation - WWSF and other partners. As a multi-issue 

coalition of diverse partners using the 19 Days Campaign as an organizing strategy in the fight 

against at least one of the 19 abuse/violence issues presented in the list of campaign themes, you 

help create a world fit for children by: Raising public awareness of the multi-faceted problem of 

abuse and violence; mobilizing agents for change, organizations, institutions and grassroots faith-

based groups; educating for better prevention measures; strengthening local, national and 

international initiatives; establishing collaboration with other campaign partners; creating support at 

the national, regional and international level; etc. 

Date: 1-19 November 2012 

For more information (Women world summit foundation) 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96638/Analysis-Sahel-crisis-lessons-to-be-learnt
http://www.oijj.org/london2012_en.html
http://www.woman.ch/index.php?page=19daysofactivism&hl=en_US


Cours : 34e Programme international de formation aux droits humains  

Nous avons le plaisir de vous annoncer que la période d’application pour la 34e édition annuelle du 

Programme international de formation aux droits humains se déroulera du 5 octobre au 21 

novembre 2012. Cette formation de trois semaines vise principalement à renforcer les connaissances 

en matière de droits humains, l’habileté, les attitudes et les comportements des personnes qui y 

prennent part. Chaque année, environ de 90 participants au PIFDH en provenance 

d’approximativement 50 pays retournent dans leur communauté dotés d’outils novateurs grâce 

auxquels ils peuvent optimiser leurs actions pour défendre et promouvoir les droits humains et les 

valeurs démocratiques dans leur propre contexte. La formation se déroule dans un environnement 

sécuritaire et non menaçant où les participantes et participants peuvent s’exprimer ouvertement.  

Date d’application : 5 octobre au 21 novembre 2012 

Dates : 9 au 28 juin 2013 

Lieu : Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue, en banlieue de Montréal 

Pour plus d’information (equitas) 

Course : Children's rights foundation course from 7 November-18 December 
2012. 

The emergence of the child as a subject of rights has been influenced by developmental, social, 

political, legal theories. In this context, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) has 

contributed in a major way towards a better understanding of childhood and children’s rights. 

Childhood and children's rights, however, go beyond a matter of age and involve issues of 

development, capacity, protection and autonomy, as the CRC itself indeed recognises in its general 

principles.  Being able to recognise the numerous features of childhood and what they entail in 

terms of respect, protection and fulfilment of rights is the first step towards more effective 

interventions in any activity with and for children.  

This e-learning course involves approximately 40 hours of reading, discussion, webinars and quizzes, 

and is offered over a 6-week period. The registration deadline: 30 October 2012 

For more information (hrea) 

Event : Universal periodic review - session 14 

The 14th Session of the Universal Periodic Review will take place from 22 October - 5 November 

2012. Through a mechanism called the Universal Periodic Review, the Human Rights Council 

reviews, on a periodic basis, the fulfilment by each of the 193 United Nations Member States of 

their human rights obligations and commitments. The review itself takes place in Geneva in a 

session of the Working Group on the UPR, which is composed of the 47 member States of the 

Human Rights Council. The review takes the form of a three-and-a-half-hour interactive dialogue 

between the State under review and the member and observer States of the Council. A few days 

after the interactive dialogue, the Working Group adopts the report of the proceedings. 

For more information (CRIN) 

 

http://www.equitas.org/en/what-we-do/human-rights-defenders-and-educators/ihrtp/how-to-apply/?lang=fr
http://www.hrea.org/index.php?base_id=1349&language_id=1
http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=26916


Event - Eradicating child maltreatment interventions with children and 
families - policy and practice 

This conference aims to examine and consider effective interventions with children and young 

people and their families that contribute to the eradication of child maltreatment, abuse and neglect. 

The organisers will be actively looking to promote policy and practice initiatives arising from the 

Conference both nationally and locally. This conference will be relevant for policy makers and 

practitioners from agencies working with children and families, academics and students with an 

interest in child protection. 

For more information (CRIN) 

Event: III World congress against sexual exploitation of children and 
adolescents, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Children in situations of armed conflicts, and displaced, migrant and refugee children are particularly 

vulnerable to all forms of sexual exploitation. Local child prostitution organised exists in most 

countries of the world. It is exacerbated by economic and social upheaval, extreme poverty, 

deprivation and excessive consumerism. HIV/AIDS has increased demand for ever younger child 

prostitutes, in the mistaken belief that they present a much lower risk of infection. The Convention 

on the Rights of the Child says signatories must protect children from all forms of sexual 

exploitation and sexual abuse. The Second World Congress against Commercial Sexual Exploitation 

of Children, which took place from 17 to 20 December 2001 in Yokohama, Japan resulted in 

agreement on the Yokohama Global Commitment, and reaffirmed but also reinforced promises 

made at the First World Congress in 1996. 

For more information (CRIN) 

Event – Criminality or social exclusion? Justice for children in a divided world, 
London, United Kingdom 

The Fifth International Juvenile Justice Observatory (IJJO) International Conference, Criminality or 

Social Exclusion? Justice for Children in a Divided World, aims to address the impact of the global 

crises on the administration of justice for children and young people. In the last years, as a result of 

social and economic polarisation and global crises, growing numbers of children, young people and 

families are finding themselves at the margins of society where social exclusion and involvement in 

criminality might constitute a higher risk. 

For more information (IJJO) 

Event - Trafficking: International conference on human trafficking, Cardiff, 
United Kingdom 

Between 500,000 and 800,000 women are trafficked each year in the EU. Victims of human 

trafficking are victims of coercion, exploitation, deception, kidnap, false imprisonment and rape. 

And they are not only adults and teenagers; The UN estimates that some 1.2m children are 

trafficked across the world each year. In response to the growing need to raise public awareness and 

improve support for victims of human trafficking, BAWSO in partnership with the Welsh 

Government, Gwent Police, Akidwa, Barnados and Oxfam are bringing together experts from 

around the world to an International Conference on Human Trafficking. 

For more information (BAWSO) 

http://www.crin.org/violence/search/closeup.asp?infoid=28628
http://www.crin.org/themes/ViewTheme.asp?id=9
http://www.oijj.org/london2012_en.html
http://bawso.org.uk/events/international-conference-on-human-trafficking/


Event: World forum 2012: international forum for child welfare, Italy 

The IFCW World Forum is to be held from 26th to 29th November 2012 in Naples and 

is organized by IFCW and Mentoring Italia NPO (host) in cooperation with Fondazione L’Albero 

della Vita (co-host). The WorldForum is supported by the Region Campania, department for Social 

Policies. The title for the 2012 forum is: "Family, children and education at the core of the new 

challenges of social development: global scenarios, migration and active citizenship ". 

For more information (World Forum 2012) 

Event: Children and youth in a changing world, Bhubaneswar, India  

The principal aim of the 2012 Inter-Congress of International Union of Anthropological and 

Ethnological Sciencesis is to offer anthropologists in academia, governmental organisations, non-

governmental organisations and agencies working on and with children from different parts of the 

world a common platform to address various emerging issues relating to children and 

childhood. The Inter-congress shall be organized jointly by IUAES Commission on Children, Youth 

and Childhood and Centre for Children Studies, Kalinga Institute of Social Sciences (KISS), KIIT 

University. 

For more information (KIIT) 

Event: Human rights of women and girls – promoting gender equality – the 
role of national human rights institutions, Amman, Jordan 

The 11th International Conference of National Human Rights Institutions on 'Human Rights of 

Women and Girls: Promoting Gender Equality: The Role of National Human Rights (NHRIs)' will 

take place from 4- 7 November, 2012 in Amman, Jordan. The conference will be hosted by the 

Jordan National Centre for Human Rights (JNCHR) in cooperation with the International 

Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human 

Rights (ICC) and with the support of OHCHR.  The overall objective of the Conference is to 

explore potential roles and strategic engagement (nationally, regionally and internationally) for 

NHRIs, individually and collectively with the aim of realising the human rights and gender equality 

of women and girls with a particularly focus on two priority areas; i) violence against women and 

girl-children and ii) women's empowerment: economic and social rights and the right to 

participation. 

For more information (CRIN) 

Event: 13th International society for prevention of child abuse an neglect 
(ISPCAN) european regional conference on child abuse and neglect, Dublin, 
Ireland 

The Conference theme is "Protecting Children in a Changing World" Delegates will have 

opportunities to discuss the current state of research and interventions on CAN in Europe and 

internationally, discuss new challenges and emerging topics and help shape national and international 

responses. The organising committee is made up of clinicians, practitioners and academics drawn 

from across the island of Ireland and Europe. Dublin last hosted an ISPCAN event (the 11th 

International Congress) in 1996. 

For more information (ISPCAN) 

http://www.worldforum2012.org/en/world-forum-2012-zem7/presentation
http://www.kiit.ac.in/iuaes/index.html
http://www.crin.org/resources/infoDetail.asp?ID=29504&flag=event
http://www.ispcan.org/event/Dublin2013


 

4. Vacancies 

International rescue committee: Directeur/trice de programme de la 
protection et l'autonomisation des femmes 

Avec son siège à Kinshasa et des bureaux de terrain dans 6l provinces. L’IRC est l'une des plus 

grandes organisations humanitaires en République Démocratique du Congo (RDC). L'IRC a pour 

objectif de sauver des vies, de renforcer les institutions congolaises et la cohésion sociale par le biais 

de programmes savamment conçus et mis en œuvre avec professionnalisme. L'IRC travaille en RDC 

depuis 1996. Son action actuelle couvre cinq secteurs de programmation essentiels, à savoir : les 

soins de santé primaires, la reconstruction et la gouvernance locale à base communautaire, 

l'autonomisation des femmes ainsi que la prévention et la réduction des violences sexistes, 

l'éducation, la préparation ainsi que la capacité de réaction aux situations d'urgence.  

Pour plus d’information (IRC) 

UNICEF : Child protection specialist focused on gender based violence  

The Child Protection Specialist focusing on Gender Based Violence (GBV) will support the 

coordination of Multi-Sectorial. Assistance (MSA) to survivors of GBV to ensure appropriate 

service delivery and quality of care to survivors, while facilitating high quality programming to 

prevent and respond to GBV within the Eastern Zone of DRC. The Child Protection Specialist on 

GBV will provide technical guidance to UNICEF protection officers and other stakeholders to 

strengthen capacities, improve overall coordination of activities and ensure overall child protection 

principles and standards of care for survivors of sexual violence are adhered to. 

Pour plus d’information (UNICEF) 

FHI 360 : Project Director, Chief of Party 

FHI 360 is a nonprofit human development organization dedicated to improving lives in lasting 
ways by advancing integrated, locally driven solutions. It is currently seeking qualified candidates for 
the position of Chief of Party in Accra, Ghana for an upcoming malaria prevention and control 
project in Ghana. The incumbent will be in charge of technical and management responsibility for 
all project personnel. Serve as the project’s representative to USAID/Ghana, the Ministry of Health, 
the National Malaria Control Program, other donors and institutions, technical agencies and other 
participating organizations as required. Responsible for addressing contract-related issues, including 
ensuring that FHI360’s financial controls and systems comply with generally accepted accounting 
practices that meet USAID standards, and that all activity-procured materials and equipment are 
safeguarded and prudently and responsibly used. Responsible for the successful implementation of 
the project and for providing general program and technical direction as well as completion of 
required reports. Deadline for application: 30 November 2012 
For more information (Reliefweb) 

http://ch.tbe.taleo.net/CH02/ats/careers/requisition.jsp?org=IRC&cws=1&rid=8250
http://unjoblist.org/vacancy/?269814
http://reliefweb.int/job/532781/project-director-chief-party-gpm


United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO): 
Human immunodeficiency virus infection / acquired immunodeficiency 
syndrome (HIV and AIDS) Regional Officer, East and Southern Africa 

The HIV and AIDS Regional Officer for East and Southern Africa (ESA) will be based in 

Johannesburg, reporting to the Regional AIDS Advisor, ESA. The incumbent will be responsible for 

Supporting the Regional AIDS Adviser in managing HIV and AIDS programs in ESA as follows: 

Support country efforts to scale up comprehensive sexuality education in ESA using the 

International Technical Guidance on Sexuality Education, developed by UNESCO with UNFPA, 

UNICEF, WHO and UNAIDS; Support the development of promising HIV work undertaken by 

UNESCO in ESA, especially the work in the areas of sexuality education curriculum review and 

development, mainstreaming HIV in the education sector and meeting the educational needs of 

young people living with HIV; Deadline for application: 14 November 2012 

For more information (Reliefweb) 

 

5. Sub-Regional and Country Updates 

Central African Republic - European Commission’s Directorate General for 
Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO) gives €1.9 million to UNICEF 
to respond to sudden emergencies 

02 October 2012 ― UNICEF said today the European Commission’s Directorate General for 

Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO) had agreed to give €1.9 million to respond to 

sudden emergencies in the Central African Republic. The funds will support the pre-positioning of 

drinking water, hygiene and sanitation supplies and therapeutic food. “This support comes at a 

critical time as recent political and natural events have weakened the resilience of vulnerable 

people,” said UNICEF Central African Republic Representative Souleymane Diabate. “Without 

prompt and well-coordinated assistance, even a minor shock could lead to increased morbidity and 

mortality, especially among children and women.”  

Full article (UNICEF press center)  

Central African Republic - Persistent violations of children's rights 

03 October 2012 - The violations highlighted are those issues raised with the State by more than one 

international mechanism. This is done with the intention of identifying children's rights which have 

been repeatedly violated, as well as gaps in the issues covered by NGOs in their alternative reports 

to the various human rights monitoring bodies. These violations are listed in no particular order: 

Female genital mutilation; sexual violence and abuse; children involved in armed conflict, including 

as soldiers; violence against children; inadequate education provision for children; discrimination 

against women and girls. 

For more information (CRIN) 

http://reliefweb.int/job/532410/hiv-and-aids-regional-officer-east-and-southern-africa
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_66019.html
http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=29514#B


Chad - Tall to help children: Prioritizing the right to education worldwide 

02 October 2012 - You never stand as tall as when you kneel to help a child get an education.” 

Chernor Bah, a Sierra Leonean youth leader, shared this quote during the recent launch of 

Education First, a new initiative by U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. Worldwide, 61 million 

children are not in school, and over 40 percent of those children live in poor, conflict-affected 

countries, according to new research slated for release in a new report by UNESCO on October 16. 

The value of education during natural disasters, wars, and humanitarian crises is often 

underestimated. Children, including those in Djabal and Goz Amer refugee camps where the Darfur 

Dream Team works, deserve access to quality education and opportunities. Access to education can 

serve as a life-saving and protection tool in the short term by providing a safe, structured, and 

normalizing space for children, reducing the likelihood of child marriages and recruitment as child 

soldiers. The Education First initiative is a great leap forward for programs like ours and for the 

refugee students in the camps by elevating the profile of the importance of quality education.  

Full article (Reliefweb) 

Chad - Child migrants reuniting with families 

15 October 2012 - Most of the Chadian Koranic students who fled Boko Haram related violence in 

northern Nigeria to return to their country in March 2012, have now been reunited with their 

parents, say the International Organization for Migration and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 

Some 575 of the 1,000 migrants who fled Nigeria were children, 80 percent of them unaccompanied 

by their parents, and travelling with their marabout. For months the migrants stayed in villages in 

and around N’Gouboua in the Lac region of western Chad, where local families, the local authorities 

and aid agencies gave them food, shelter and education materials. Since March, UNICEF, the 

Chadian Red Cross and the Ministry of Social Action have reunited 340 children with their families 

in 48 villages.  UNICEF and the local authorities are still searching for the families of the remaining 

children, who may otherwise end up returning to Nigeria with their marabouts.  

Full article (Irin) 

Côte d’Ivoire - Yamoussoukro: le Président Alassane Ouattara a ouvert la 52e 
session ordinaire de la commission africaine des droits de l’homme et des 
peuples 

09 octobre 2012 - Le Président de la République, Alassane Ouattara, a pris part, à Yamoussoukro, à 

la cérémonie d’ouverture de la 52e session ordinaire de la Commission africaine des droits de 

l’Homme et des peuples. Dans son allocution, il a indiqué que les sessions ordinaires africaine 

constituent des cadres d’échange et d’évaluation de la situation des droits de l’Homme en Afrique de 

même que l’opportunité de faire le bilan des progrès enregistrés dans la mise en œuvre des droits et 

libertés garantis par la Charte africaine des droits de l’Homme et des Peuples. Selon lui la 

Commission africaine des droits de l’Homme et des peuples doit reconnaître qu’il reste beaucoup à 

faire malgré une nette amélioration de la situation. A ce propos, il estime que la dégradation de 

l’environnement, les violences liées au genre, la prolifération des armes de destruction massives et 

des armes légères et de petit calibre, ainsi que le nombre important de conflits prolongés, le taux 

élevé d’illettrisme et de pauvreté, le fléau du VIH/SIDA et la corruption, constituent un frein à la 

promotion des droits de l’Homme en Afrique. 

Article complet (Abidjan.net) 

http://reliefweb.int/report/chad/standing-tall-help-children-prioritizing-right-education-worldwide
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96550/NIGERIA-CHAD-Child-migrants-reuniting-with-families
http://news.abidjan.net/h/442571.html


Kenya - Kenya's poor get British aid via a smart card 

02 October 2012 - The new Secretary of State for International Development, Justine Greening, has 

pledged to target aid at helping prevent future disasters in the Horn of Africa. 

Hungry African children will receive a slice of nearly £17m of British taxpayers' aid under the latest 

government scheme to relieve poverty. The announcement came as Ms Greening visited one such 

project introduced by the Department for International Development, the Hunger Safety Net 

Programme. 

Full article (BBC) 

Kenya - Major measles vaccine campaign planned 

04 October 2012 - The Kenyan government is set to conduct a "mop-up" vaccination campaign 

against measles following an outbreak of the disease in several areas of the country. 

Director of Public Health and Sanitation Shahnaaz Sharif said the number of confirmed cases of 

measles in the country had grown from 665 in 2011 to 767 by 25 September 2012. At least 32 

children under age five have died of the disease since the outbreak began in January of last year.  

The first case was reported at a refugee camp in northern Kenya; the disease soon spread to the 

country's Eastern Province, where it has been reported in 45 out of 47 counties.  "Only Marsabit 

and Lamu counties have not reported any cases of measles, but children in these regions will also be 

immunized," Sharif told IRIN.  During the campaign, which is set for 3 to 7 November, health 

officials will target some six million children across the country, at a cost of US$ 5.2 million. Half 

the cost will be met by the government, while partners, including the UN Children's Fund 

(UNICEF) and the World Health Organization (WHO), will meet the rest.   

Full article (IRIN) 

Kenya - Education often improves during conflict 

12 October 2012 - Armed conflict has a far less drastic effect on children’s education than generally 

believed, according to the 2012 edition of the Human Security Report, which noted that peacetime 

improvements in education tend to continue during times of war.  In fact, educational outcomes - 

on average - improve in wartime, something “rarely even mentioned in the major reports on 

education in the developing world that are produced by international agencies like UNESCO and 

UNICEF [United Nations Children’s Fund], by advocacy groups, and many researchers,” said the 

report, published by the Human Security Report Project (HSRP), an independent research centre 

affiliated with Simon Fraser University (SFU) in Vancouver.  “[One] possible explanation is that war 

does have the expected negative impact, but that this is more than counterbalanced by other factors. 

In Afghanistan, for example, a dramatic improvement in school enrolments followed a massive 

infusion of international assistance to the educational sector after the overthrow of the Taliban in 

2001, despite the ongoing insurgency,” it said. 

Full article (Irin) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-19807618
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96455/KENYA-Major-measles-vaccine-campaign-planned
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96533/In-Brief-Education-often-improves-during-conflict-report


Kenya - Nancy, "They did very bad things to me" 

11 October 2012 - Millions of girls remain threatened by gender-based violence and cultural 

practices such as child marriage and female genital mutilation/cutting (FGM/C). In the eastern 

Kenya regions of Isiolo, Meru and Samburu, hundreds of girls have fled their homes to escape such 

practices. Others, like 10-year-old Nancy*, have fled to escape sexual violence.  Currently taking 

refuge at the Ripples international Tumaini Rescue Home in Meru, alongside 159 other girls, Nancy 

shared her experiences with IRIN on 11 October as the world marked the first International Day of 

the Girl Child. "The two places I hate most are our home and farm. I also fear my relatives, and all 

male neighbours. They did very bad things to me last year, and I still remember the incidents like 

they happened today or yesterday. 

Full article (Irin) 

Liberia - An innovative approach to combating childhood pneumonia 

05 October 2012 - When Avi Kenny graduated from Brown University in 2011 he did what most 

recent Ivy League grads do—he headed straight for rural Africa. Part of a new, adventurous and 

innovative generation of global health leadership, Avi heads up the monitoring and evaluation 

efforts for Tiyatien Health (TH), a start-up non-governmental organization (NGO) health project in 

the remote district of Konobo, Liberia. Direct Relief has supported TH since 2011 to strengthen 

their comprehensive primary care and frontline health outreach services and most recently for their 

targeted efforts to reduce the incidence of childhood pneumonia. This treatable illness is the leading 

cause of death of children under five worldwide, and is particularly prevalent in Liberia. The staff at 

TH is eager to get to work. With phase 1 of the project nearly complete as of this week, Avi is 

inundated with health data freshly gathered from 601 households distributed across 30 randomly 

sampled village clusters throughout Konobo district. Before a single treatment is given, TH will 

complete one of the most rigorous health surveys conducted for Konobo and possibly for Liberia as 

a whole.  

Full article (Reliefweb) 

Liberia - Liberian children disappointed 

15 October 2012 - On the eve of the celebration of the day of the African child, the teenage-based 

Girls Alliance for Future Leadership says the Ellen Johnson Sirleaf administration is giving less 

priority to children issues. A release issued by the Girls Alliance for Future Leadership in Monrovia 

last Friday quotes the Secretary General of the Alliance, Sammitta Entsua as saying that most 

Liberian children groups and organizations have no access to people in government let alone receive 

support from them. Sammitta noted that the resignation of the head of the children's parliament on 

claims of neglect by the Gender Ministry is just a tip of the iceberg of the gravity of the frustration 

the Liberian child is facing in this post-war era. Miss Entsua emphasized that she was not surprised 

at Emmanuel Bropleh's resignation as a result their numerous failed attempts for two years to see 

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, adding that the president is not accessible to children. The Girls 

Alliance Secretary General said sharing biscuits, candies, rice and other assorted food items at 

targeted child welfare centers on selected national holidays is not all to addressing the needs of 

Liberian Children. 

Full article (The new dawn) 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96520/KENYA-Nancy-They-did-very-bad-things-to-me
http://reliefweb.int/report/liberia/innovative-approach-combating-childhood-pneumonia-october-5-2012
http://www.thenewdawnliberia.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=7018:liberian-children-disappointed&catid=25:politics&Itemid=59


Liberia - Shows poorly -Save the Children says of education; notes widened 
gap 

12 October 2012 - Liberia is said to have fallen below the capacity range, ranking the lowest in the 

sub-region, in terms of providing quality education to its people in spite of its grip on writing good 

programs and policies. Save the Children has noted a huge gap between policies and its 

implementation, something it claimed has paid-off for the decline in the education sector. In a 

statement delivered Thursday at a two-day national inter-sectoral policy on early childhood care and 

development (ECD) working forum with the aim of rolling out and creating awareness, Dr. Chester 

Shaba, who is the Education Program Manager of the agency said ignoring such a huge gap was not 

only making gimmick of the education sector but kills the nation and even creates illusions for the 

child to easily give up to learn. “Other nations are thriving today,” he said, “because they saw the 

importance of providing quality education to the youth who are tomorrow`s leaders, as doctors, 

lawyers, engineers and so forth.” “In order to have highly qualified doctors, engineers, lawyers, 

leaders, we cannot wait for tomorrow but must prepare today.”  

Full article (The new Republic) 

Malawi - Child rights non-governmental organization (NGO) to appeal against 
child traffickers case 

10 October 2012 - An NGO in Malawi, Eye of the Child, has indicated that it will appeal against the 

ruling the First Grade Magistrate court in the country gave to four men in Phalombe for child 

trafficking. The Court sentenced the men to 18 months imprisonment with hard labour, a 

punishment that the child rights non-governmental organization laments that it is too minimal for 

the case. Magistrate Felix Mandalasi of Phalombe first grade court sent Dick Kambewa, James 

Martin, James Banda, and Daniel Thumba 18 to prison to labour 18 months for the said case. The 

four were accused of child trafficking 14 children in the ages 10 to 18, from Phalombe and Zomba 

districts to the neighboring Mozambique but they were found on the wrong side of the law after the 

community alerted the police who mounted a roadblock at Nambazo to catch the traffickers. 

Full article (All voices) 

Mali - Northerners fight to learn 

05 October 2012 - Teachers, the Ministry of Education and aid agencies are scrambling to provide 

catch-up classes to thousands of displaced children who fled northern Mali for southern towns to 

help them graduate this year, while those teachers and families who stayed in the north are doing the 

same - determined to keep their children learning despite the closure of dozens of public schools 

and severe changes to the curricula. Islamist groups in northern Mali - Ansar Dine, the Movement 

for Unity and Jihad in West Africa and Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb - imposed Sharia law 

shutting many public schools, slashing the curricula of others, and forcing hundreds of children into 

Koranic schools (or Madrassas) which are taught by religious leaders (Imams).  The Ministry of 

Education estimates at least 10,000 children are currently displaced in the south without access to 

education, not counting refugee children in Niger, Mauritania, Algeria and Burkina Faso.  

Full article (IRIN) 

http://tnrliberia.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1735:liberia-shows-poorly-save-the-children-says-of-education-notes-widened-gap-&catid=43:inside-liberia-&Itemid=132
http://www.allvoices.com/contributed-news/13156115-child-rights-ngo-to-appeal-against-child-traffickers-case
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96463/MALI-Northerners-fight-to-learn


Mali - Islamists in Mali recruit, pay for child soldiers 

03 October 2012 - Salif Haidara sat drinking tea on the side of the road with other weary bus 

passengers when a man with a turban and a long beard approached them: Did they want to become 

holy warriors? The skinny teen had left his poor hometown in the desert with only the yellow tank 

top, pants and plastic flip-flops he was wearing. Now Salif was being told he could earn 15,000 

francs ($30) a day for himself and 200,000 francs ($400) a month for his family – an enormous sum 

for a boy who had just turned 16. The car was waiting to take the recruits to a two-week-long 

training camp in Mali's vast desert, where they would learn how to fire weapons. But the man named 

Omar made one thing clear. "Once you've taken the money and eaten, it's a done deal," recalled 

Salif. "You're there until you die or the war is over."  

Full article (Huffington post) 

Mali - Children take up guns 

08 October 2012 - Children as young as 14 are joining military training camps run by militias in 

southern Mali preparing to fight Islamist groups in the north. At the same time, Islamist groups in 

the north are recruiting children as young as 11 to man checkpoints, gather intelligence, search 

vehicles and patrol the streets in Gao, Timbuktu and Kidal, according to aid agencies and human 

rights groups.  Fatoumata Tall, a 16-year-old from Ségou in south-central Mali, had never held a rifle 

before coming to a militia training camp in Sevaré, in central Mali about 45km from the Islamist-

held north.  After six months of rigorous training mainly from former soldiers in the Malian army, 

she is ready for battle, saying she cannot accept the occupation, or the Islamists imposing Sharia in 

her country.  “I am determined to fight... Our goal is to liberate the north. Whatever the price, we 

can’t abandon our people,” she told IRIN.  

Full article (IRIN) 

Mali - Des femmes et des enfants de 12 à 18 ans violés à Tombouctou 

13 Octobre 2012 - Les éléments du Mouvement pour l'unicité et le jihad en Afrique de l'Ouest 

(Mujao) qui, officiellement, disent avoir pour but l'application de la charia coupant la main de 

l'«auteur d’un vol», taisent le crime contre l'humanité quand plusieurs parmi eux commettent des 

agressions sexuelles contre des femmes et des enfants. Une application sélective, donc, de la charia, 

qui cache mal la généralisation des viols de femmes et d'agressions sexuelles contre des mineurs 

auxquelles sont, malgré elles, soumises les populations des villes du nord du Mali occupées par les 

organisations terroristes (Aqmi et Mujao). Des cas de ces crimes sont révélés malgré le black-out que 

le Mujao a tenté d'imposer pour continuer à parler au nom de la religion. Deux éléments du Mujao 

ont été, en effet, pris en flagrant délit dans une affaire de mœurs sexuelles lundi 8 octobre 2012 à 

Tombouctou. «Tout est fait dans la ville pour taire la nouvelle mais le bouche à oreille a, malgré les 

menaces, apparemment fonctionné. 

Article complet (Le temps d’Algérie) 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20121003/af-mali-child-soldiers/
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96484/MALI-Children-take-up-guns
http://www.letempsdz.com/content/view/79734/1/


Mali - New hope in fight against malaria 

16 October 2012 - A pioneering malaria prevention method trialled in Mali is dramatically reducing 

seasonal malaria among children, according to a mass pilot launched by NGO Médecins Sans 

Frontières (MSF) in August 2012.  In Koutiala District in the southeast, 170,000 children were given 

a three-day course of anti-parasite medicine amodiaquine and sulfadoxine/ pyrimethamine (branded 

as Fansidar) on a monthly basis during the high transmission period of the disease between July and 

October.  MSF teams witnessed a 75 percent decline of uncomplicated malaria cases and a more 

than 60 percent decline in disease-related hospitalizations in the week following the distribution of 

the medication.  “The effects happened overnight,” Johannes Sekkenes, head of the MSF mission in 

Mali, told IRIN.  

Full article (Irin) 

Maroc - L’Organisation Internationale pour les Migrations (OIM) va aider des 
migrants africains bloqués au Maroc à rentrer chez eux 

1 Octobre 2012 - L’Organisation internationale pour les Migrations (OIM) a lancé, ce mardi 2 

octobre à Genève, un appel mardi de 800.000 USD pour faciliter le retour d’un millier de migrants 

africains dans leurs pays d’origine. Les migrants viennent pour l’essentiel du Cameroun, du Nigeria, 

du Sénégal et de Côte d’Ivoire et sont arrivés au Maroc dans l’espoir de pouvoir se rendre en 

Europe. L’OIM indique qu’il s’agit d’un programme de retour volontaire, à bord d’avions affrêtés 

par le gouvernement au Maroc. L’assistance de l’OIM sera fournie une fois que les migrants seront 

rentrés dans leur pays d’origine et devrait leur permettre de financer la création d’une mini-

entreprise, ou d’une formation professionnelle. « Parmi les migrants figurent des mineurs non 

accompagnés, des femmes enceintes, des femmes avec enfants, et d’autres souffrant de maladies 

chroniques qui veulent à tout prix rentrer chez eux », souligne l'OIM. Depuis 2005, l’OIM a assisté 

quelque 3.500 migrants vulnérables au Maroc, grâce à des fonds provenant de la Suisse et de la 

Belgique. 

Article complet (ReliefWeb) 

Niger - Discovering the impact of malnutrition among children 

03 October 2012 - More than one million children in West Africa are at risk of acute 

malnourishment due to the drought, and this has effects beyond the immediate needs for 

sustenance. Malnutrition weakens the immune system and makes learning harder. This year West 

Africa has been struck by a drought affecting more than 18 million people. And while many people 

suffer, the drought has a particularly dramatic effect on children. “Malnourishment damages the 

brain and because of that the children develop more slowly,” Dr Hamidou Issa, who is leading the 

IFRC health care programme in Niger, says. “Learning in school will be harder, and they will always 

be behind in relation to children who have been fed properly.”“In the short term, the child will be 

physically weaker and more susceptible to illnesses such as malaria and respiratory diseases. Due to 

the lack of bacteria control, a simple cold can evolve into pneumonia.” More than one million 

children in West Africa are at risk of acute malnourishment – a third of which live in Niger, one of 

the poorest countries in the world. As the leader of a health care clinic for undernourished children 

in Niger’s poor Dosso-region, Abdou Mahamdou sees that all the time. 

Full article (IFRC) 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96556/MALI-New-hope-in-fight-against-malaria
http://reliefweb.int/report/morocco/loim-va-aider-des-migrants-africains-bloqu%C3%A9s-au-maroc-%C3%A0-rentrer-chez-eux
http://www.ifrc.org/en/news-and-media/news-stories/africa/niger/discovering-the-impact-of-malnutrition-among-children-in-niger-59799/


 

Nigeria - Four day Economic Community Of West African States (ECOWAS) 
Ministers of education meeting begins in Abuja 

03 October 2012 - A four-day meeting of the ECOWAS Ministers of Education opened in Abuja, 

the Nigerian capital, on Wednesday with the Nigerian Minister of Education, Professor Ruqayyatu 

Ahmed Rufa’I, calling on participants to support new initiatives towards improving education in the 

sub-region. Rufa’I said 'this has become imperative as the Conference of Ministers of Education of 

the African Union COMEDEF V has mandated member nations that education should receive a 

boost in line with the AU Second Decade of Education Action Plan 2006-2015. 

Among the nations represented delegates led by their Ministers of Education were Ghana, Togo, 

Benin, Niger, Senegal, Burkina Fasso, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Nigeria and the COMEDAF V 

secretariat. 

Full article (Africajet) 

Nigeria - Uduaghan advises parents on child accident prevention 

13 October 2012 - Gov. Emmanuel Uduaghan of Delta has advised parents to ensure safety of 

children, especially on road, as a way of protecting them from road accidents. Uduaghan gave the 

advice in Asaba on Friday at the launching of N300 million for Children Accident Preventive 

Initiative (CAPI) initiated by the state command of the Federal Road Safety Commission. He said 

that the advice became necessary because it was parents responsibility to protect the children from 

hazards. Represented by Mrs Ann Chalokwu-Orumade, his Special Adviser on Poverty Alleviation, 

the governor said that safety of life and property on roads was the responsibility of everyone. He 

added that the launching of CAPI, especially during "ember months", was very timely. Uduaghan 

pledged state Government's support for the success of the initiative.  

Full article (allAfrica) 

République Démocratique du Congo (RDC) - Signe un accord pour bannir le 
recrutement d’enfants et autres violations des droits des enfants dans les 
conflits armées. 

04 Octobre 2012 - Le Gouvernement de la République démocratique du Congo (RDC) a signé 

aujourd’hui un plan d’action pour mettre fin au recrutement d’enfants associés aux forces armées 

congolaises et les services de sécurité. “Je félicite le gouvernement de la RDC pour le Plan d’action 

signé aujourd’hui, ce qui traduit l’expression de l’engagement du gouvernement à assurer une 

meilleure protection pour les enfants congolais”, la Représentante Spécial du Secrétaire général pour 

les enfants et les conflits armés, Mme Leila Zerrougui a souligné. Le plan d’action adopté dans le 

cadre des résolutions du Conseil de sécurité 1612 (2005) et 1882 (2009) a été signé par le Premier 

ministre, M. Augustin Matata Ponyo Mapon, et le Vice-Premier Ministre et Ministre de la Défense, 

M. Alexandre Lubal Tamu, ainsi que par M. Roger Meece, Représentant spécial du Secrétaire général 

de l’Organisation des Nations Unies pour la République démocratique du Congo et par le vice-

représentant de l’UNICEF, Mme Sylvie Fouet.  

Article complet (child and armed conflict) 

http://www.afriquejet.com/education-four-day-ecowas-ministers-of-education-meeting-begins-in-abuja-2012100446483.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201210150329.html
http://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/press-releases/drc-signs-agreement-to-end-child-recruitment-and-other-conflict-related-violations-against-children/


Rwanda - Drumming up support for girls’ education 

05 October 2012 - Over 10,000 people have committed themselves to advocate for girl child 

education across the country.  The campaign, Amaboko Hejuru, is part of a global four-year 

campaign dubbed ‘Because I am a Girl’ which is championed by Plan International. It is aimed at 

reducing barriers to girl child education. At the conclusion of a seven-day sensitization exercise in 

Gatsibo, volunteers asked residents to join the campaign by committing through written statements 

to help eradicate barriers to girl child education. According to Katherine Nichol, a Gender Specialist, 

Plan International, the campaign was part of the preparations for the International Day of the Girl 

Child slated for October 11. Nichol told The New Times that the seven days they spent in the 

campaign around the country was amazing, adding that it gave hope for the future of a Rwandan 

girl. 

Full article  (The NewTimes) 

Rwanda - Reading: Children need role models 

09 October 2012 - "Books are valuable record of our heritage and history. Yes, we have the internet, 

but even with the vast amount of information stored in the internet not everything is there. Books 

are still here to give us information, entertain us and inspire us, books give us so many things, books 

are knowledge and with knowledge comes wisdom," anonymous. Last week on Friday, October 5, 

Rwanda registered another milestone by officially launching the first ever public library in the life 

history of the country. This mega project was initiated by Rotarians of Kigali Rotary Club-Virunga 

ten or so years ago. The occasion was graced by the first lady Mrs. Jeannette Kagame, underscoring 

the value the first family attaches to books and reading. The official launch of the public library, 

among other activities, was preceded by reading festivals across the country held by Imbuto 

Foundation and the climax of this festival was awarding prizes to the best participants. This initiative 

of promoting reading by the Imbuto foundation is a step in the right direction and should be highly 

applauded and supplemented.  

Full article (allAfrica) 

Rwanda - turning despair to hope 

15 October 2012 - When she was just seven, Beata Mpinganzima lost both parents.  It was the 

beginning of her tribulations. But the situation got worse later on when Mpinganzima’s elder sister 

got married, leaving her as the head of family at the tender age of 11. She had the almost impossible 

responsibility of catering for the basic needs of her two younger sisters, without means.  “When our 

elder sister got married, I felt betrayed,” she recalls. “We were living in poverty and it became so 

hard for us to survive.” At the age of 17, Mpinganzima was introduced to an international charity 

organisation, the Young Women Christian Association (YWCA), where she undertook a tailoring 

course through the ‘Giving Hope’ Programme.  Together with other orphans and vulnerable 

children, they were also taught how to create small income generating projects. After completing the 

course, YWCA supported the young lady to start a tailoring business.  “I received six tailoring 

machines and an additional Rwf 300,000 to support my project,” she reminisces. After a few years in 

the tailoring business, Mpinganzima saved money and decided to venture into other enterprises.  

Full article (The NewTimes) 

http://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/index.php?i=15136&a=59166
http://allafrica.com/stories/201210090186.html
http://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/index.php?a=59546&i=15146


 

Rwanda - Woman arrested for torturing step daughter 

18 October 2012 - Devote Mukandayisenga 25, was early this week arrested for starving her 12 year 

old step daughter, Diane Ingabire, who was reportedly found tied and rolled up in a mat in a locked 

room for close to a month.  During a special community work (Umuganda) recently, residents of 

Shagasha Sector, Nyabishambi Cell in Gicumbi District, became concerned about the girl’s 

whereabout. Later, local leaders accompanied by some concerned residents stormed   

Mukandayisenga’s home where they found Ingabire locked up, weak and starving. Mukandayisenga 

is currently held at Mulindi Police Station. According to Supt. Francis Gahima, the Northern Region 

Police spokesperson, Ingabire is said to have spent close to a month locked up without food. 

“We’ve arrested the suspect and took the child to hospital. She was found with jiggers and one side 

of her body was rotting. The step mother faces five to seven years jail term on conviction,” he said. 

Gahima called upon members of the public to work hand-in hand with the police to report similar 

cases.  

Full article (The NewTimes) 

Sierra Leone - Pinterest: What Sierra Leone teenagers 'really' want 

09 October 2012 - Ami Musa is a 13 year old girl from Sierra Leone. She wants things like soap, 

shoes, water and education. She is also sharing those wants on Pinterest. Well, that is at least the set-

up of a campaign by UNICEF UK that uses a fictional girl to show "what 13-year-olds like Ami 

from Sierra Leone really want." Pinterest users are encouraged to repin each of the things that Ami 

wants in order to "remind people of what the world's poorest children dream of." A link then takes 

a user to the UNICEF UK campaign where they can show their support. "Children like Ami need 

basics that many of us take for granted: food, education, healthcare, a clean supply of water. Your 

donation can help us provide these and other essentials.  

Full article (The Guardian) 

Sierra Leone - No sex, we are breastfeeding 

16 October 2012 - Soothing her malnourished baby at a clinic in a Freetown slum, a Sierra Leonean 

mother says she has never heard of exclusive breastfeeding, but observes `banfa’ - a traditional 

practice where women abstain from sex as long as they are breastfeeding because they believe that 

sex during that period endangers the child’s health. Breaching `banfa’ results in babies being weaned 

from breast milk, which health experts recommend as an infant’s sole food for the first six months, 

and continued alongside other foods up to the baby’s second birthday or older. “I have never heard 

of exclusive breastfeeding. I know of `banfa’ and I have been observing it,” said Kadiatu Dubero, 

whose 13-month-old baby is severely malnourished. The baby weighed 5.8kg and his mid-upper arm 

circumference was 11cm. A child with a mid-upper arm circumference of less than 11.5 cm is 

considered severely malnourished.  

Full article (Irin) 

http://www.newtimes.co.rw/news/index.php?i=15149&a=59670
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/poverty-matters/2012/oct/09/pinterest-povery-ngos-africa
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96554/SIERRA-LEONE-No-sex-we-are-breastfeeding


 

Somalia - Young and restless: harnessing the economic resilience of displaced 
youth in Nairobi. 

09 October 2012 - For your work with program beneficiaries in Nairobi, we are pleased to share a 

translated summary version of our latest report on urban refugee youth, young and restless: 

harnessing the economic resilience of displaced youth in Nairobi.  Please feel free to distribute to the 

communities you work with, as appropriate.  This is the second in a series assessing access to 

education and employment among displaced young people in urban areas. The first report covered 

Panama, and the final will cover Cairo (due October 2012). The project will culminate with the 

publication of global guidance on how to create educational and employment opportunities for 

urban refugee youth (also due in October). 

Full report (Women’s refugee commission) 

South Sudan - Amnesty International tasks South Sudan on rights violation by 
security forces 

04 October 2012 - Amnesty International has urged South Sudan to take immediate action to end 

human rights violations including torture, shootings and sexual violence by security forces carrying 

out a civilian disarmament campaign in Jonglei State. The abuses by the South Sudan Army (known 

as the SPLA) and the South Sudan Police Service Auxiliary Force (SSPS) have taken place during 

Operation Restore Peace, instigated by the government in March 2012, Amnesty International said 

in a new report Wednesday. According to the report, Amnesty International researchers, who 

travelled to some of the most remote villages in Pibor County in the south-east of Jonglei State, 

interviewed scores of people who described acts of torture and abuse committed against civilians, 

including children as young as 18 months old, in addition to having their property looted and crops 

destroyed. 

Full article (Ariquejet) 

South Africa - Community to benefit from Lethabong early childhood 
development centre 

03 October 2012 - A community in Qwa Qwa in the Free State were the eager beneficiaries on 

Wednesday of an Early Childhood Development Centre.  Government launched Social 

Development month today with the opening of the centre - a subsidised facility.  "More than R1 

million was spent in the construction of this facility and an additional amount of R190 000 was 

donated by the Free State Department of Social Development for paving, fencing, lawns and 

equipment," said the Minister of Social Development Bathabile Dlamini.  She said the department 

had embarked on the project in line with its "desire to care and improve the lives of rural 

communities, with the needs of our children at heart". The minister thanked the Department of 

Correctional Services which had volunteered to assist with the building of the facility. The 

Lethabong centre has employed a manager and four ECD practitioners, including the staff who will 

be responsible for cooking and cleaning the facility.   

Full article (SAnews) 

http://womensrefugeecommission.org/
http://www.afriquejet.com/amnesty-international-tasks-south-sudan-on-rights-violation-by-security-forces-2012100446450.html
http://www.sanews.gov.za/news/12/12100315251002


South Africa - Tik Time Bomb 

05 October 2012 - Each year around a thousand young women addicted to crystal 

methamphetamine, or tik, give birth to so-called tik babies in Cape Town. "I started smoking 

[heroine, dagga and tik] while I was 16 years old," said Meggan Adams from the Cape Flats while 

filling her glass pipe with more of the white tik crystals. She is six-and-a-half-months pregnant with 

her second child. "There were times, after I smoked, that I could feel the child being like hyperactive 

in my tummy." Meggan has been living on the streets of Cape Town since she was a child, and 

despite her pregnancy, prefers to sleep out on the street. According to her, she doesn't like spending 

time at home and would rather roam around, begging for money to buy food. According to Nirosha 

Moolla, a school psychologist who often deals with school-going children exposed to tik before 

birth, these children are much slower than the others in the class.  

Full article (allAfrica) 

South Africa - Girls must know their rights 

11 October 2012 - In commemoration of the International Day of the Girl Child, President Jacob 

Zuma says girls must be taught their rights to give them the power to make meaningful decisions 

about their future."Young children must have a right to decide their own future. It is through 

education that we can help to empower them so they can make their own independent decisions on 

the lives that they want to lead," said Zuma on Thursday. The Third Committee of the General 

Assembly of the United Nations last year agreed to designate 11 October as the International Day of 

the Girl Child, to be observed every year from 2012. The President said the day should be used to 

reflect on social challenges that girl children are faced with as they grow. An important challenge was 

the education of girls. "When children drop out of school early, it often leads to teenage pregnancies 

and life threatening risks such as HIV infections and other sexual and reproductive diseases, which 

prevents them from fulfilling their dreams. 

Full article (allAfrica) 

South Africa - Johannesburg stock exchange and Kwazulu-Natal financial 
literacy association equip youth with financial literacy 

12 October 2012 - In Durban, today, the Johannesburg Stock Exchange, in partnership with the 

KwaZulu-Natal Financial Literacy Association (KZNFLA) (including Visa Sub-Saharan Africa, 

Ithala, Bank, and the Provincial Treasury), successfully hosted more than 350 youth from all the 

corners of the province in a one day financial literacy summit. The audience, comprising students at 

tertiary institutions, high school learners, young entrepreneurs and youth ambassadors, were 

educated about savings and investment, as well as debt awareness. "Without partnerships to educate 

the youth, we cannot hope to make the necessary impact. This partnership is fully committed to 

financial literacy education and it believes that by focusing on the youth, this can go a long way in 

assisting them in making informed decision in money matters. 

Full article (allAfrica) 

http://allafrica.com/stories/201210041423.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201210120027.html
http://allafrica.com/stories/201210130001.html


 

Swaziland - Art invigorates academic work of disabled children 

04 October 2012 - Art programmes have widely been considered unaffordable luxuries by 

Swaziland's public schools, but one school has broken from the pack, using art to improve academic 

performance and economic prospects for students with disabilities. Children with disabilities are 

often overlooked by government services, leading to disadvantages in the classroom that carry into 

adulthood. The government lacks a designated education budget for deaf and blind students, for 

example, and disabled children are generally integrated into underfunded mainstream schools, which 

have little capacity to cater to their special needs. Even so, the school has found an innovative way 

to improve students’ learning. It recently launched a pilot art project for 50 underperforming leaners, 

meant to equip them with the skills necessary to produce indigenous handicrafts, for which 

Swaziland’s tourism industry provides a market. 

Full article (IRIN) 

Tanzania - Sexual abuse rampant in primary schools 

12 October 2012 - Parents, guardians and teachers have been challenged to openly address acts of 

sexual abuse to primary school pupils which have now become rampant. The Coordinator of 

Parenting and Counselling in the Ministry of Education and Vocational Training, Mr Franaeli Munisi 

gave the challenge during a meeting of a pilot project on Prevention and Awareness at Schools of 

HIV/ Aids (PASHA). The project started in 2009 and ends in December 2012 under funding of the 

Belgium and Tanzanian governments in the tune of 1, 606, 486 Euros. Mr Munisi said the HIV/ 

Aids awareness programme trains teacher counselors to help children who have suffered sexual 

abuse. The programme which also involves ward counselors helps to address the issue through 

counseling. He noted that sexual abuse should be condemned and stopped because they put pupils 

at risk of getting HIV/Aids infections.  

Full article (allAfrica) 

Uganda - Can Uganda cope with three times as many people? 

09 October 2012 - As Uganda marks the 50th anniversary of its independence from the UK, the 

BBC's Catherine Byaruhanga looks forward to the country's next 50 years - when the population is 

set to triple. 

The two midwives on duty at Kawempe Health Centre IV, in the north of Uganda's capital, 

Kampala, are rushed off their feet. There are two basic labour rooms, they look old and the once 

white walls are in need of a new lick of paint. Both are packed with beds and medical equipment - 

these too look like they need some updating.  "Sometimes you're helping one mother and then two 

or three start collapsing, needing your attention," the head of the maternity ward, Sarah Kintu, told 

the BBC.  "At times there are just 10-minute intervals between the births. "You finish moving one 

mother and cleaning the place then you have to bring in another." 

Full article (BBC) 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96447/SWAZILAND-Art-invigorates-academic-work-of-disabled-children
http://allafrica.com/stories/201210120969.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-19877555


 

Uganda - Nodding syndrome symptoms controlled, hunt for cure continues 

30 October 2012 - Their conditions improving, nearly all of the children admitted to health centres 

for nodding syndrome have now been released, according to Uganda’s Ministry of Health; less 

severely affected patients have also started treatment. Even as health officials bring the symptoms 

under control, the cause of the syndrome remains unknown, which means all of Uganda's diagnosed 

patients will have to remain on treatment for long periods. And gaps in the health system - 

highlighted by a recent two-day strike at an affected health facility - have raised questions about the 

government's ability to provide consistent care.  The syndrome, so far only diagnosed in children 

and adolescents, is marked by episodes of involuntary nodding, usually triggered by food or cold. It 

has caused reduced brain function, including loss of speech in some patients, as well as the withering 

of arms and legs.  Diagnosed patients have been receiving anti-epileptic medication to control the 

seizures, along with nutritional supplements, including vitamin B complex.  

Full article (Irin) 

Zimbabwe - Life without a destination 

03 October 2012 - For more than a decade, farm worker Maria Bhamu, 48, and her 10-year-old 

grandson have wandered across Zimbabwe's Mashonaland East Province, enduring a string of 

evictions in the aftermath of the country’s fast-track land reform. Their itinerant life began in 2001, a 

year after President Robert Mugabe's ZANU-PF government began implementing the land reform 

programme, which saw thousands of white farmers displaced to make way for landless black 

Zimbabweans. Her husband was seriously injured when their employer’s farm was taken over; he 

later died. Bhamu settled on a nearby farm where she was hired as a labourer, but several years later, 

that farm was also taken over. Bhamu’s grandson does not have a birth certificate; he has attended 

school only sporadically. Women and children are worst affected by the displacements, Nyoni 

observed. “Women, who [are] about 50 percent of the victims, face the burden of adjusting to new 

situations through livelihood activities such as fetching firewood, looking for food and caring for the 

children, who suffer the shocks that come with violence-related movements,” he said.  

About 10 families that were ejected in April from a farm in Norton, about 50km west of Harare, 

have set up camp along a nearby river, joining about 100 other people living in an informal 

settlement there. 

Full article (IRIN) 

http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96667/UGANDA-Nodding-syndrome-symptoms-controlled-hunt-for-cure-continues
http://www.irinnews.org/Report/96442/ZIMBABWE-Life-without-a-destination

