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The NZ–UK Link Foundation, in conjunction with the School of Advanced Study, University 
of London, is pleased to announce Professor Anne Smith as the recipient of the 2013 Visiting 
Professorship.

Emeritus Professor Anne Smith from the University of Otago’s College of Education is a 
highly respected specialist in childhood studies and children’s rights. She has been involved 
in research, advocacy, and policy-making on childhood issues in New Zealand for almost 
40 years. Professor Smith will be based at the School of Advanced Study between April and 
June 2013 and give a public lecture series on children’s rights with special emphasis on the 
links between research on children‘s issues and government policy.

The Foundation’s purpose is to make an ongoing and substantial contribution to the 
intellectual, educational, vocational and academic underpinning of the bilateral NZ–UK 
relationship in a changing world.

Entry is free and all are welcome. For registration information, please visit www.nzuklinkfoundation.org.uk/events

For enquiries, please contact: 
Liza Fletcher 
e: nz-uk.link@hotmail.co.uk 
t: 07941 000 541
 

LECTURES:

Venue: Institute of Education, Drama Studio, 20 Bedford Way, London WC1H 0AL

Children’s rights and childhood studies theory and research suggest that children have 
the right to the best possible education during early childhood. Children during the early 
years are amazingly receptive to the benefits of positive learning opportunities, but at the 
same time vulnerable to stress and lack of positive learning opportunities. Positioning 
children as participating subjects, knowers and social actors, rather than the passive 
objects of socialization, is also an important part of recognising their rights. The lecture 
outlines how New Zealand’s early childhood system became a model of best practice for 
the recognition of children’s rights in early childhood education, and the threats posed by 
current fiscal policies to its ongoing integrity.

Supported by Barnardo’s

Chair: Professor Emeritus Peter Moss (Institute of Education) 
Respondents: Professor Anne Phoenix (Thomas Coram Research Unit) and Vicki Lant 
(Interim Head Children’s Centre Development, Barnardo’s)

Research into Policy and Practice 1: Early Childhood Education

Tue 14 May 2013 
Arrive 16:30 for 17:00 start 
Followed by Reception
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What Kind of Theory and Research is Relevant to the Well-Being and Rights of 
Children?

Wed 19 June 2013 
Arrive 17:30 for 18:00 start 
Followed by Reception

Venue: Chancellor’s Hall, School of Advanced Study, Senate House, Malet Street, London 
WC1E 7HU

Connections and smooth pathways between research, policy and practice are essential 
to ensure that researchers can play a part in achieving social justice and making a 
difference to children’s lives. I argue that the recognition of children as active citizens 
and participants in research rather than the passive objects of concern, is one way to 
promote positive change for them. While there are widespread demands for evidence-
based policies, the translation of research into practice and policy is often haphazard, due 
to competing paradigms and varying political agendas. I will argue that an emphasis on 
“evidence–based practice” is justifiable, but that this should not be narrowly interpreted.

Chair: Professor Virginia Morrow (Oxford Department of International Development)
Respondent: Professor Nigel Thomas (University of Central Lancashire)

Research into Policy and Practice 3: Child Protection

Wed 5 June 2013 
Arrive 17:45 for 18:00 start 
Followed by Reception

Venue: Foundling Museum, 40 Brunswick Square, London WC1N 1AZ

Children have the right to be protected from all forms of abuse and neglect, but New 
Zealand’s statistics for child maltreatment, hospital admissions, notifications and foster 
placements are disturbing. The level of alarm at this state of affairs, has heightened with 
recent cases of child deaths (such as the 3 month-old Kahui twins in 2006). Green and 
White papers from the government on Vulnerable Children show that policy changes are 
forthcoming, involving common assessment tools, agency co-ordination, the creation of 
Children’s Teams, and evidence-based policies. This lecture looks critically at the policy 
recommendations and argues for a greater consideration for children’s participation 
rights, strengths rather than deficits, awareness of causes (especially poverty), and family 
support rather than surveillance.

Chair: Dame Gillian Pugh DBE
Respondent: Professor Harriet Ward CBE (Director of the Centre for Child and Family 
Research at Loughborough University) 

Wed 29 May 2013 
Arrive 17:30 for 18:00 start 
Followed by Reception

Venue: Henriette Raphael Function Room, King’s College London, Guy’s Campus, London 
SE1 1UL

Physical punishment is an assault on the rights and dignity of the child, a view supported 
by the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, which has persistently 
recommended its abolition. Social science research also suggests that physical 
punishment has many long-term negative outcomes for children. New Zealand was the 
first English-speaking country to change its law in 2007 to remove the “reasonable force” 
excuse for parental use of physical punishment.  The lecture will outline the role of 
research and other influences (such as NGOs) on these reforms in New Zealand and the 
government’s failure to inform the public, and ask what lessons might have been learned 
that are relevant to other Anglophone countries.

Chair: Emeritus Professor Jane Fortin (University of Sussex) 
Respondent: Peter Newell (Child Rights Information Network)

Research into Policy and Practice 2: Changing the Law on Physical Punishment


