
  

Final report 

Fafo AIS were approved grants from Childwatch International to arrange a seminar on ‘Economic 

activities of children and youth in West Africa – Lessons learned for child labour and trafficking 

debates’. This seminar was a follow up of the activities and networks built before and during the 

Childhoods 2005.  

The aim of the seminar was two bring together two different groups of experts and stakeholders in 

order to use the work conducted on children and youth in West Africa to inform ongoing debates 

about child trafficking and migration. The seminar focused on West Africa, but aimed to contribute 

conceptually to the generic debate about child labour and trafficking. The participants on the 

seminar represented the research community in Norway and abroad, Norwegian and international 

NGOs, Unicef, the labour union, and the Ministry of foreign affaires in Norway. Altogether there 

were 23 participants on the seminar.  

Presentations 

 Morten Bøås and Anne Hatløy, Fafo, Norway: Different children – different work – 

different vulnerabilities 

 Anne Kielland, researcher and author of the book ‘Children at Work - Child Labor 

Practices in Africa’, Norway: Child labour in Sub Saharan Africa 

 Krijn Peters, Swansea University, Wales: Reintegrating child soldiers – education and 

employment opportunities  

 Andrea Rossi, UNICEF, New York: Child trafficking in Africa  

 Morten Bøås and Anne Hatløy, Fafo, Norway: Sectors, tasks and vulnerabilities – 

implication for research and policy 

 Jens Christopher Andvig, NUPI, Norway: Child soldiers in wars of grievance and greed 

 Dag Kjetil Øyna, Norwegian Association of Chocolate Manufacturers: A holistic approach 

to improving lives for cocoa farmers and their families 

The seminar resulted in five papers that are submitted to International Migration. The results of the 

review process will be known in August 2006. The participants on the seminar identified certain 

gaps both in policy and research: 

Gaps in research: 

 Agriculture – malfunction in rural area  

 Power dynamics  

 Children and youth’s access to land 

 The concept of childhood and consequences for policy 

 Consequences of international law on the local level 

 Wealth paradox 

 Children as agents 
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 Need of knowledge of children that did not become street children, child soldiers etc.  

 Work more on the "root-causes" of the phenomena we tackle. 

 Look into how children and families perceive trafficking, labour and recruitment 

 Consider how household survival strategies become push factors. 

 As there is still a lot of confusion about what is meant by each concept, conduct more 

"definitional work" 

 Question education - sometimes, attending school might not be in the best interest of the 

child 

 Child participation - how is it a push-factor in West Africa, when it is lacking and how it 

prevents trafficking, labour and recruitment when it is enforced (possibly) 

 How do parents (and other authority figures) view the opportunities for their children 

(expectations) 

 Learn more about the steps towards independence and autonomy in the evolution of a 

child 

 Regional problems need regional responses - how do we device and implement such 

approaches? 

 Look into the complexity of shadow / collective / non-formal economies. 

 

Gaps in policy: 

 Need for legislation on a regional level 

 Need to monitor policy of partners 

 Need for more consistency in donor and NGO strategies 

 Supporting child-led organisation in economic activities 

 Research conducted by whom, owned by whom? 

 Separate working group on children (and land rights) in the High Level Commission (in 

Desoto) 

 Address the "category" of youths and their stagnation in societies 

 Combine options for work and education. 

 Acknowledge that they are complementary. 

 Take into account local and national accountabilities in the state of affairs and process 

towards changes. 

 Agriculture: need to reconcile generations and secure possibilities for youths to play a role 

in this sector. 

 Recognise the various interactions between children and adults as well as family structures. 

 Consider the difficulties in separating the private and public sectors in policies and 

programmes. 

 Education and health are core components of the child's welfare 



 

 

 Build strategies that truly promote a long-term vision of problems and solutions 

 Take into account the various roles and responsibilities of different actors according to 

geography, sector and level. 

 Build local knowledge + capacities 

 Involve local media 

 Continue meetings of this sort on a more regular basis between NGOs, governments, 

academia, industries, journalists, etc. 
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