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The African Child Policy Forum

P.O. Box 1179, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Tel: 251-11-662 8192/96/97/99
Email: info@africanchildforum.org

Website: www.africanchildforum.org

Building on the outcomes of the UN Study on Violence, the African Child Policy Forum (ACPF)  will expand its programme to stop violence against children by focussing on the following activities: 
I.  Studies on Violence

In 2006, the ACPF conducted a retrospective study on violence against girls in Ethiopia, Kenya, and Uganda. The ACPF intends to extend this study to North, West and Southern African countries.
The ACPF also plans to carry out a detailed situational analysis in Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda. This will include an analysis of the support, provisions, and capacity of duty bearer institutions, and policy and legislation relating to violence against children.

II.  Study on the harmonisation of laws related to children

The ACPF has just completed a study on the harmonisation of laws relating to children in 18 East and Southern African countries with the UNCRC and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. The findings will be shared during a regional conference scheduled for 9-10 May 2007 in Nairobi, Kenya.

III.  Documentary on violence against children

A documentary on violence against children with a special focus on girls will be produced in 2007 covering around 10 African countries. The documentary will be used as an advocacy instrument to highlight the problem and pressure for policy action. 
IV.  Follow up of the outcomes of the Second International Policy Conference on the African Child

The ACPF’s second International Policy Conference on the African Child was held in May 2006 with the theme “Violence against Girls in Africa”. It contributed to the UN Study on Violence against Children and promoted discussion and action. The Conference adopted The Africa Declaration on Violence against Girls. This Declaration urged the African Union, governments and other stakeholders to take all the necessary measures for the effective prohibition of all forms of violence against children. 

In 2007, the ACPF will continue to advocate for the implementation of the recommendations of The Africa Declaration on Violence against Girls, which include a Special African Union Envoy on Violence against Children and the inclusion of violence against children on the agenda of the summit of African Heads of State. 

V.  Extending legal protection to children

The ACPF will document the good practice of its own Children’s Legal Protection Centre and of similar organisations providing legal protection to children in Africa. The good practices will be disseminated to countries across Africa, providing an insight into ways and means of extending legal protection for children who are the victims or perpetrators of crime. Subsequently, effort will be made to build the capacity of existing legal protection centres in several African countries. 

VI. Larissa Award 2007 and documenting good practices to stop violence against girls
The ACPF’s biennial Larissa Award is an instrument to draw on the positive impulses in Africa and give recognition to individuals or non-profit organisations that have provided  outstanding service to African children. The Larissa Award 2007 will go to an organisation or individual working to protect girls in Africa from violence. Through appropriate publicity the Larissa Award aims to contribute to the expansion and replication of good practices in this area.

VII. Child protection

The African Child Policy Forum is currently implementing a child protection policy project in Ethiopia, Uganda, Tanzania and Kenya. This project aims to support child-centred organisations to establish or reinforce their child protection policies and procedures. In addition, it intends to advocate for the reinforcement of government legislation, policies and structures for the protection of children. 
Child Rights Information Network (CRIN)

C/o Save the Children, 

1 St John’s Lane, London 

EC1M 4AR, UK

Tel: (+44) 20 7012 6865

Fax: (+44) 20 7012 6963

Activities at international, regional and local level:

CRIN is a network of over 1,700 organisations in over 140 countries. We promote the implementation of the CRC through information sharing with our members. CRIN developed a thematic website on violence against children. More specifically, the aim of the website was to promote the involvement of NGOs and children and young people in the Violence Study process, including by working directly with the NGO Group Subgroup on children and violence and the NGO Advisory Panel. A special CRINMAIL list also exists with almost 1,500 subscribers.

CRIN will continue to work with key actors in the current process leading up to the next GA meeting and beyond, specifically by promoting and supporting the advocacy activities of the newly established NGO Council for the Study. 

CRIN’s work is dependent on the participation of its members, who work at all levels, international, regional, national and local.

Additional notes/comments:

The basic activities which include the thematic website, the email list and coverage of related events will continue beyond the Study, however the level of participation is dependent on funding as specific funding for the Study has ended. If no extra funding is received, we will make sure to maintain the core activities and will focus our efforts on the advocacy of the Subgroup and the NGO Council.

Defence for Children International (DCI)

Defence for Children International - International Secretariat, 

1 rue de Varembé, 

P.O Box 88, 1211 

Genève, Switzerland

Tel: (+41) 22 734 05 58

Fax: (+41) 22 740 11 45

Website: www.dci-is.org

DCI is an international movement that promotes and protects the rights of children across the world. It has 46 National Sections and Associated Members worldwide.

Activities at international level: 

Support full implementation of the Study’s recommendations, in particular those concerning violence against children in justice systems, in the workplace and in the community, through participation in international forums such as the NGO Advisory Council.
Raise awareness about the Study and its recommendations, in particular those concerning violence against children in justice systems, in the workplace and in the community: at key international events where DCI is participating such as the sessions of the UN Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, the ILO Conferences, and the Committee on the Rights of the Child; and through DCI’s No Kids Behind Bars! Global Campaign and International Campaign on Inclusive Education.
Encourage DCI National Sections to undertake activities to raise awareness about the Study in their countries and to advocate for the domestic implementation of its recommendations, including by disseminating the findings of the Study to all DCI National Sections and Associated Members.
Activities at regional level: 

Use and highlighting of the Study and its recommendations concerning violence against children in justice systems in one-year comparative research project in Europe (March 2007-February 2008) on Violence against Children in Conflict with the Law: A study on indicators for better data collection in Europe, implemented by DCI Belgium, DCI France, DCI Netherlands and the Howard League for Penal Reform and funded by the Daphne Programme II 2004-2008 of the European Commission.
Use of the Study and its recommendations concerning violence against children in justice systems in DCI Regional Programmes on Juvenile Justice in Africa and Latin America.
Promote DCI National Sections to undertake activities to raise awareness about the Study in their countries and to advocate for the domestic implementation of its recommendations, taking into account the priorities and realities at regional and national level.  
Activities at national level: 

Advocate and lobby for the domestic implementation in the Netherlands of the Study’s recommendations on violence against children in the home and family: DCI Netherlands is working together with UNICEF Netherlands, ECPAT Netherlands and other partners on a follow up Plan of Action, also in the context of new anti-spanking law.
Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children

Email: info@endcorporalpunishment.org

Website: www.endcorporalpunishment.org
Activities at international level:

The Global Initiative has compiled individual reports on the legal status of corporal punishment in every state and dependent territory worldwide (identifying prohibition in the home, schools, alternative care, and penal systems – as a sentence and as a punishment within penal institutions). The individual reports also include the text of all relevant recommendations from the Committee on the Rights of the Child and other human rights monitoring bodies, and summaries of any research into prevalence. We will keep these updated and provide global and regional tables
We will devise ways of graphically indicating progress towards the Pinheiro target of 2009 for universal prohibition – numbers and proportion of states/children protected. We will also name the states with full prohibition and highlight individual progress and commitments made by states. We will prominently name those which have made no progress towards prohibiting corporal punishment in any setting and those where school and penal system corporal punishment is still state-authorised.

We will continue to provide targeted briefings for relevant global or regional events (eg see briefings recently prepared for 51st Session UN Commission on Status of Women and for current session of Human Rights Council - on members’ record on corporal punishment). We will publish a second Global Report to coincide with delivery of Paulo’s progress report this October.

The key element in prohibiting all corporal punishment is removing any justifications or defences, to ensure that the criminal law on assault applies equally to assaults on children, including in the context of discipline. Once achieved, the criminal law on assault applies to assaults on children wherever they are and whoever the perpetrator. So this is a necessary and fundamental step towards achievement of recommendation 2 - prohibition of all forms of violence.

Activities at regional level:

We are supporting the Council of Europe, which is committed to achieving rapid universal prohibition across the 46 member states, in the production of handbooks and briefings and in keeping updated a section of their website including individual state reports.  

Activities at national level:

Soon we will have additional reports on each state, defining as far as possible the law reforms required to prohibit all corporal punishment in all settings. We are developing a short handbook on law reform to prohibit all corporal punishment, accompanied by web-based resources (examples). We are glad to provide advice and assistance to states or others.

We will also aim to identify and highlight opportunities for law reform – parliamentary bills being drafted, governmental inquiries, etc.

We have developed a briefing to encourage human rights institutions and others involved in children’s rights advocacy to consider legal action, including for example constitutional challenges and use of international and regional human rights mechanisms to put pressure on hesitant governments to prohibit all corporal punishment (English, French and Spanish versions). 

International Alliance of Women (IAW) 

C/o H. Sackstein – 

Permanent UN and WHO representative and IAW Board member

Tel: (+33) 4 50 40 71 60

Website: www.womenalliance.org

Activities at international level:

Advocate for the full implementation of the VAC Study

Planning of a concrete project identifying health gaps in violence prevention, treatment and rehabilitation 

Treaty Bodies monitoring of the child’s right to Health and NGOs’ reporting to treaty bodies 

Activities at regional level:

Support national members in the promotion of recommendations of the VAC Study at regional level

Encourage the integration of the VAC Study findings into the monitoring of regional instruments (Africa and Europe)

Activities at national level:

Disseminate the results of the Study

Collaborate closely with national members in the development of international activities listed above, to develop a reporting framework

Support NGO capacity building initiatives by encouraging the building of alliances with health professionals

Additional notes/comments:

Our national members engaged in essentially grassroots/community-based activities, which have been dealing with issues of violence against children long before the issue reached the international radar screen.

International Federation Terre des Hommes (IFTDH) 

31 chemin Frank-Thomas, 

1223 Cologny/Geneva, Switzerland

Tel: (+41) 22 736 33 72 

Fax: (+41) 22 736 15 10 

Email: info@terredeshommes.org          

Website: www.terredeshommes.org 

The IFTDH is a network of 11 national Terre des Hommes organisations, whose mission is to provide active support to children, without discrimination, and to generate positive change. To this end, they run 1215 development and humanitarian aid projects in 64 countries, which are designed to improve the living conditions of disadvantaged children within their own environment. The IFTDH complements its project work by advocating for the promotion and implementation of the rights of children in the countries in which it operates. This advocacy work is deeply rooted in field knowledge. 

At a European and international level, the IFTDH participates in decision making that has an impact on the plight of children, to ensure that experience at a local level informs the global level. The IFTDH also runs an International Campaign against Child Trafficking, and is a founding member of the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers. The IFTDH is in consultative status with the UN Economic and Social Council, with UNICEF, the ILO and the Council of Europe. The IFTDH is accountable to children for delivering quality work, and it is accountable to its donors for ensuring that funds are spent in an efficient way and in accordance with human rights standards. 

Activities at international level:

Participate in joint NGO activities to promote and implement the recommendations of the VAC studies through membership in structures such 
as the Sub-Group on Violence against Children of the NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child

Develop the participation in the “Keeping Children Safe” Coalitions which is promoting its toolkit to provide support to NGOs in framing their child protection policy. 

Activities at regional level:

Continue our collaboration with the Council of Europe on child protection

Promote the Study at EU level 

Give follow-up to recommendations of the VAC Study in South and Southeast Asia

Activities at national level:

As almost all the field projects run by Terre des Hommes deal with violence against children, IFTDH intends to use the VAC Study recommendations to shape its field projects policy on violence against children.

IFTDH also plans to standardize and develop implementation among its members of its child protection policy. An internal monitoring and evaluation system is also underway.

Additional notes/comments:

IFTDH has particular expertise regarding violence against children in the context of child trafficking. 

International Save the Children Alliance

The leadership of this strategy is with SC Sweden with the support of the ISCA.

SE - 107 88 Stockholm

Tel: (+46) 8 698 90 00
Fax: (+46) 8 698 90 10
Website: http://www.rb.se/eng/Programme/TheUNStudyonViolenceagainstChildren.htm

The International Save the Children Alliance is compromised of 29 national SC organizations, working together to improve children’s lives in over 110 countries.

Save the Children (SC) is committed to continue its involvement in the UN Study process and intends to follow up the Study at international, regional and national level. SC will advocate the governments, UN agencies and civil society members to implement the final recommendations from the UN Study. SC will also advocate for the inclusion of an explicit ban of all forms of violence, in all settings, in the UN Omnibus Resolution on the Right of the Children 2007, as well as for a UN Special Representative on Violence against Children and a stronger text on child participation

Children and young people’s participation is crucial for achieving a sustainable positive change.  SC will therefore continue to involve children and young people in the follow up process and will advocate for ensuring that child friendly measures are in place for empowering and strengthen children as rights holders. Child friendly information, structures and mechanism are crucial for ensuring children’s meaningful participation, in partnership and with support from adults.  

SC will also further strengthen its own programmes to end violence against children, building on the good practices documented in the UN Study process. Capacity building of staff and partner organizations on child protection issues is crucial in this process.

Activities at international level

SC will develop an implement a global advocacy strategy for year 2007, targeting the implementation of the UN Study recommendations and for ensuring a stronger text in the UN Omnibus resolution on the Rights of the Child 2007 (see above). Save the Children will also play an active role in the new NGO Council on the UN Study on Violence against Children. 

Guidelines on monitoring the impact of child protection programs will also be produced.

SC will conduct a mapping on child protection polices, programs, tools and good practices. The mapping will become a base for a global SC child protection workshop in December 2007. The workshop will have a strong focus on national child protection structures and community based child protection systems in order to enhance SC focal points and Task Group members knowledge and capacity on this.

SC is also planning a Global Day of Action for ending violence against children and a global assessment and learning document on child participation in the UN Study on Violence against children.

SC Task Group on Violence against Children will also coordinate and support SC’s regional and national based advocacy in order to secure linkages between the various levels and for enhanced impact. SC Representative in Geneva and SC advocacy officer in New York will coordinate advocacy in Geneva and New York.  

SC Task Group will also develop and coordinate the distribution of global SC publications on violence against children. Task Group will network and work in close cooperation with other key international child focused/child rights organizations.

Activities at regional level:

On a regional basis, SC will advocate and work closely with various regional bodies (such as the EU, Africa Union, SAARC, the Inter - American commission on HR) and will continue to be actively involved in regional follow mechanism on the UN Study on Violence against Children. 

SC Regional Focal Points will provide guidance and support to the national focal points on violence against children and promote linkages between the various levels. Regional capacity building workshops and campaigns will be conducted on subjects such as physical and humiliating punishment and child sexual abuse. 

Activities at the national level: 

At a national level Save the Children will advocate the governments for the implementation of the UN Study Recommendation and for their support of a stronger UN Omnibus Resolution on the Rights of the Child 2007 (see above).  

A number of conferences and capacity building initiatives are planned for strengthening SC staff and partner organizations programs to end violence against children. (For example capacity building workshops on sexual abuse and exploitation, corporal punishment and positive discipline, child labour, advocacy and legal reform.) 

National campaigns on corporal punishment and the establishment of national working groups on the promotion of national child protection systems are planned in some countries. Save the Children is also actively involved in the national launches of the UN study. Round table discussions with decision makers on violence related issues will also be held.

SC will also contact and follow up with children and young people who have been involved in the UN Study Process to promote their active involvement in the follow up processes of governments UN agencies and civil society agents.

Plan International (PLAN)

Chobham House, Christchurch Way Woking,

Surrey GU21 6JG
United Kingdom
Tel: (+44) 1483 755 155

Fax: (+44) 1483 756 505

Website: www.plan-international.org

Activities at international level:

Plan will continue its active membership of the NGO Group and the subgroup on VAC. We will support the Global Initiative to End Corporal Punishment. Plan is in the process of mainstreaming protection through its Global Child Protection Strategy, and will ensure that the Study’s overarching and setting-specific recommendations inform all our program work (including advocacy) and are addressed as far as possible. We will continue the global campaign on birth registration as a way of preventing violence and ensure that the UBR work continues as an integrated part of our programs after the campaign ends in 2008 (for more information, http://www.writemedown.org). Plan’s new global campaign on violence against children in schools will be launched by the end of 2007/beginning of 2008.

Activities at regional level:

Asia

Plan will continue its active membership in the two regional inter-agency steering groups. We are still developing specific plans for follow up in the two steering groups but some of the main activities for Plan will be to support South Asia Coordinating Group on Violence. There are three subgroups (on corporal punishment, early marriage and trafficking) and the revised action plans are being developed and will be adopted in April. Plan will support the implementation of the action plans. We will support the South Asia (ministerial level) Forum against Violence. An expert meeting is planned for 2007. In addition, we will support action oriented research with children on addressing violence and local advocacy by children’s organisation on addressing violence. We will also print and disseminate Minimum standards for consulting with children. Plan will advocate for the VAC report in regional forums. Unfortunately the Ministerial consultation on children in EAP was postponed indefinitely due to the coup in Fiji but the focus will now shift to influencing Asean (and SAARC in South Asia). For regional and country level we are aiming to integrate the recommendations and findings from the VAC study in our existing child protection and advocacy work. Issues such as access to helplines and birth registration is part of the recommendations and will be areas that Plan will focus on (in addition to involving children in addressing violence). At country level we will disseminate and raise awareness on the findings/recommendations of the study. Our country offices are actively involved, and supports local follow up in most program countries in Asia.

Africa

In the African regions, we are currently planning the VAC follow-up with the African Child Policy Forum (ACPF) and CONAFE (NGO Coalition for Children). In West Africa, Plan will continue the child media program, which would also be a good channel for dissemination of the Study’s findings and recommendations. So far, violence has been the most preferred radio show theme on “Kids’ Waves” and we would therefore like to strengthen the theme into the next training pack of the show. In Southern and Eastern Africa, Plan is working with the ACPF’s Child Protection Centre in Addis Ababa. The Centre handles individual child abuse cases that will inform ACPF’s and Plan’s advocacy at national and regional level. In addition, ACPF and Plan are in the process of drafting a plan of action to follow-up the international conference on “Violence against the girl child in Africa”, held in Addis Ababa in May 2006. 

Latin America

We will continue to be an active member of the interagency-steering group. The steering-group will make its strategy for follow-up of the Study in April 2007. Plan will start implementing the second phase of the regional program called: Reducing Domestic Violence against Children in Latin America and the Caribbean in April 2007. This project will be implemented with CNO support, in 5 countries of the region: Colombia, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Honduras and Peru. I am attaching the proposal. The regional component will focus on lobby and advocacy at regional level with the Iberoamerican and OAS system.
Europe

In the Netherlands, Plan will continue its campaign on VAC (started September 2006), until December 2007. In June, we will organise a concert and a tour of the West African AURA rappers along schools and poppodia focussing on 'stop violence against children'.  During the concert we will hand over (hopefully) 20.000 action cards to our minister and will organise a debate between him, the youths and Aura rappers.  From January to June a talent show for scholars takes place with the final competition on June 16. In June we will have media attention via MTV. September 16; a conference on children and violence focussing on VAC in home, street and refugees/displaced camps. September-December: launching of educational material, October 11; a press event to pay attention to this campaign 

October/November: documentaries on television and press releases

In Norway, we will launch a national campaign on violence against the girl child, including harmful practices inflicted in the name of tradition, discipline, or stereotyped views on gender. The focus will be on the family, school and community settings. The launch is planned for May 2007, but the main campaign will be in the autumn of 2007. Plan will also continue its’ work in “The Norwegian Forum for the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Forum is planning a seminar on violence against children held at the Norwegian Parliament, incl. parliamentarian group for children’s rights. The Forum has made a petition from all the 50 organizations included in the Forum. It will be presented to the Norwegian Prime Minister in May. The issues in the petition are closely linked to the recommendations in the UN study on violence against children.”

In Spain, Plan has developed 4 documentaries on violence against the girl child, including FGM, selective abortion, trafficking and domestic violence. The aim is to make governments and society more accountable, by broadcasting the documentaries on public television in countries where we work.

Women’s World Summit Foundation

11 av. de la Paix

1202 Geneva, Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 738 66 19

Fax: +41 22 738 82 48

Email: wdpca@wwsf.ch

Website: www.woman.ch 

WWSF, an international empowerment NGO for the promotion and implementation of women’s and children’s rights and the Millennium Development Goals, serves its global network through a women’s and a children’s section.

The WWSF Children’s Section supports the full implementation of the Study’s recommendations and commits to raise awareness of the overarching recommendations with its partnership coalition of over 700 organizations in more than 110 countries that work for the creation of a global culture of child abuse prevention and commit to mark the World Day for prevention of child abuse - 19 November with activities and events. 

Activities at the international level:

2007 must be a new beginning with the adoption of the General Assembly Resolution of the UN Study on violence against children. http://www.woman.ch/children/1-introduction.php

WWSF will widely diffuse the Study to its coalition members, empower them to organize events in their countries, profile the Study recommendations and advocate for implementation, taking into account the realities at their national level. 

WWSF will use its annual Call to Action and global poster campaign to mobilize its growing network for urgent action especially on the World Day for prevention of child abuse. WWSF will help prioritize prevention by: 

- Reminding and lobbying governments of the overarching Study recommendations and urge them to demonstrate political will by providing adequate resources to deliver concrete results

- Raising awareness that violence against children is a violation of their rights and encourages citizens to challenge it 

- Promoting non-violent values and good examples of prevention programs via the WWSF International Clearinghouse providing Internet links to good practice prevention programs

- Sharing effective measures for preventing child abuse and combating violence through legislation and national action plans for the Study recommendations to be successful

- Awarding coalition members for innovative prevention practices with the annual WWSF Prize for prevention of child abuse, among other interventions.

Activities at the national level:

Disseminate the Study recommendations in the national languages among Swiss organizations working for the implementation of the Rights of the child; support national level advocacy; collaborate with UN agencies in monitoring the follow-up to the Study; support the participation of children in the implementation of the recommendations, and include in the annual WWSF conferences on “Progress in preventing child abuse - annual review” the implementation of the Study recommendations.

At the 4th session of the UN Human Rights Council (March 2007), WWSF launched:

- Manifesto 2007 - A Call to Action to make prevention of abuse and violence against children a priority. Implementing the UN Study recommendations - a matter of urgency. http://www.woman.ch/children/1-introduction.php
- WWSF International Clearinghouse - a selection of good practice prevention programs with Internet links to help speed up implementation of Study recommendations. http://www.woman.ch/children/3-links.php

World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT)

8, rue du Vieux Billard

1211 Genève

Switzerland

Tel: (+41) 22 809 49 39

Fax: (+41) 22 809 49 29

Website: www.omct.org

Activities at international level:

Support the full implementation of the Study’s recommendations through participation in international forums such as the Subgroup on Children and Violence and the new NGO Advisory Council

Raise and use the recommendations of the Study in the alternative reports submitted to the CRC and other UN treaty bodies (HRC and CAT mainly)

Carry out research with members of the SOS-Torture network (282 NGOs in 92 countries) on the implementation of the Study’s recommendations at national (and regional) level

Activities at national level:

During field missions, disseminate the conclusions and recommendations of the Study to national NGOs

Support national advocacy by members of the SOS-Torture network for the implementation of the Study’s recommendations

World Vision International (WVI)

The leadership of this strategy is with WV Canada with the support of the WVI Partnership (National and Support offices) 

World Vision Canada

1 World Drive
Mississauga, Ontario
L5T 2Y4 Canada

Tel: (+1) 905 565 61 00

Fax: (+1) 866 219 86 20

Email: info@worldvision.ca

Website: www.worldvision.ca
Activities at international level: 

Support full implementation of the Study's recommendations through participation in international forums such as the Subgroup of VAC and the NGO Advisory Council.
Promote with WVI a child safe organization both at the level of the child protection policy and also raising internal awareness on the findings of the Study
Identify, implement and disseminate proven or promising best practices to prevent and respond to violence against children.
Raise the Study at key international events that WVI is participating in, such as the Commission on the Status of Women.

Activities at regional level:
Encourage WVI regional offices to promote events that spotlight the Study

Activities at national level:

Disseminate the findings of the Study through national offices to various national level stakeholders and duty bearers, children and young people. 
Support national level advocacy for legislative and policy forms in line with the Study recommendations. 
Collaborate with UN agencies in monitoring the follow-up to the Study. 
Support the participation of children in the implementation of the Study's recommendations. 
Ensure the full implementation of WVI's Child Protection Policy and related Guidelines.

� For information please contact Roberta Cecchetti, Subgroup convenor at roberta@savethechildren.ch


� The activities as described are not to be considered final but an indication of the commitment of NGOs to ensure follow-up to the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence Against Children
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